Corsham Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2023

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (Sl 2015/234)

1. The audit of accounts for Corsham Town Council for the year ended 31
March 2023 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Corsham

Town Council on application to:
@ DAVID MARTIN cHIE P EXECUTIVE
Tow N LALL '
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Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £ I’ Oa(c) for each
copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return.

Announcement made by: (d) DRVt D AR EH EF ExecomVd]

3.

‘gl"*@u&usfr To1 R

Date of announcement: (e)

MNotes

Thizg notice and Sections 1,24 3
of the AGAR must be published
by 30 Septembar. This must
include pubfication on the
smaller authorlity’s website.
Tha smaller authority must
decide haw long to publish the
Motice for; the AGAR and
extemna! auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

{a}) Inser the name, position and
address of the person v whom
loeal govarnment electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

{b} Inser the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exgrrised

(¢} Inser a reasonable sum for
copylng costs

{d) tngert ihe name and position of
parson placing the notice

(e} Insert the date of placing of the
notice

’ www.pid-l.com
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2022/23

We acknowledge as the members of:
Corsham Town Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal conirol, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confimm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with

respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that:

mmmmmmmmm

1. We have put In place arangements for effective finencial |
managament during the year, and for tha preparation of with the Accounts and Audit Regifations.
tha accounting statements.

2. We maintained an adequate system of infernal controel made proper amengements and accepted responsibitty
incleding measures designad to prevent and detact fraud v for safeguarding the public money snd resources in
and camuption and reviewed lis effectiveness. fis charge.

3. We took all reasonable staps o assure curselves has only done what it hee the fegsal power fo do end has
that there are no matters of actus! or polential complied with Proper Prectices in doing so.
nen-compliance with laws, regedations and Proper v

Practices that could have a significant nencial effect
on the abifity of this authority to conduct He

business or manage s finances,

4. We providad proper opporiunify disring the year for during the year gave all persons interested tha opportunity o
tha axercise of slactors' rights In accordance with the ¥ Inapect and ask questions about this autharity’s accounts.
requirements of the Accounis and Audit Regulations.

5, Wa carried out an assessrent of tha risks facing this | considarsd and documented the fnenciol and other risks i
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those 7 facog and daaft with them propoeriy.
risks, Inciuding the introduction of intemal controls and/or

extamal jreurance cover where required.

6. Yo maintained throughout the year an adequate and arrangad for & compelent persan, independent of the financial
efiective systemn of Internal audit of the accounting v controls end proceduraes, fo give an objective view on whether
records and control systems. internal controls meot the neods of ihis smaliar authorily.

7. We ok appropriate action on alf matiars raised ’ ragponded to mattors browght io fte attention by intermel and
in reports from internal and extemsad audit. extomnal audt.

&. We considered whether eny Btigaffon, Babfitlas or disclosed everything X shouid kave about s business activity
commitments, events or fransactions, occurning either during the yeer inchuding evenis taking place efter the year
during or after the year-end, have a finencial impact on v | et if redovant.
this authority and, where appropriate, have heluded them
In the accounting elatsmants.

9. {For locsl councils oniy) Trust funds including
chartable. In owr capacity as the sole managing
trustes we discharged our accountability
reaponaibiities for the fund{s)/assets, inckiding
financlal reporting and, i required, independent v
axamiration or audlt. s 1N

*Pisase provids explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for sach ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Stalament.

bes met R of its responsibliiies where, 8s e body
corporata, i it & avle managing trustee of a Jocal
trust or trusts.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signad by the Chalmman and Clerk of tha meeting where
meeting of the auﬂ'nonl})r"? approval was given:

o6 / 2023
and recorded as minute Chalrman M W
LF.’)’ 9.2 Clark »b ﬂ;‘v{

www.corsham.gov.uk
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2022/23 for

Corsharm Town Council

Near ending

1. Balances brought

forerard 1,195,371 1,225, 6609| as recorded in the fnancial records. Value must agres fo
Box 7 of previous ysar.

2. {+) Pracept or Rates and Total armount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
Lavies 1,030,642 1,093,192 received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

racelved.

3. (+) Total other recelpts Total income or recaipls as recorded in the cashbook less

133,590 191,166 the precept or ratesAevies recelved fline 2). include any
grem's recelved.

4, (-} Staff costs Total expenditure or paymenis mads fo and on behaif

| of aff empioyees. Include gross salaries and wagss,
437’501 520,262 employers NI contribuiions, employers pension
contributions, gratulties and severance pEymerns.

5. (-} Loan interest/capital Tota! expenditure or payments of capital and lnterest
repayments 50,716 50,716/ made during the yesr on the authonity’s borrowings (if any).

6. (-} All other paymenis Total expantifure or payments as reconded in Hré nash

645,817 604,934/ book lsss staff costs (line 4} and foan interesticapital
rapayments (tine 5).
7. (=) Balances carried Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward 1,225,569 1,324 995| equel 1+2+3) - (4+5+6).
| 8. Total vaiue of cash and The sum of alf current and deposit bank cash
short torm investments 1,214,771 1,369,461/ holdings and short term Invesiments held as at 31 March -
To agres with bank reconcillation.

9, Total fixed assets plus The vefue of elf the properly the authonily owns — i fs made
long term investmenis 3,092,2%‘ 3,156,654/ up of all its fixed assets and iong term investments as &t
and assets 31 March.

10, Tolal borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans

291 .996} 261,321/ from third perties (including PWLE).

ForLocal Councils Only

The Councl, as a body corporats, acts as sofe frustee and

114, Disclogure note re Trust funds
(including charitable) v Is responsible for menaging Trust funds or asssts.

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds | f o= The figures n the accounting statements above do not
_ fincluding chartable} include any Trust transactions. -
1 cerlify that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting | | confirm that these Accounting Statements were
Statements in this Annual Govemnance and Accountabiifty approved by this authority on thig date:
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and paymenis "L 6.2532»
or Incoma and axpandifure basis following the guidance in o 3
Governence and Accountabilily for Smaller Authorities - a
Praciitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly P— .
the financial position of this authority, as secorded In m'""z"f" .?j

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before belng
presented to the auﬂm;ﬂy for approval

AM {.93-‘1@13

Annual Govemnance and Accountabiiity Return 2022/23 Form 3

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements wers approved

Ut Salir
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Section 3 - External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2022/23
In respect of Corsham Town Councii — WI0074

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office {NAD). A
limited assurance review is not a fuli statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
international Standards on Auditing (LUK & Ireland} and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and

Accountability Return in accordance with NAQ Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — hitps:/www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practicefguidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:;

+ summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023; and
» confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2022/23

On the basis of our review of Sactions 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Retum {AGARY), in our opinion the irformation in
ections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that

relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the atlention of the authority;

The date of the RFQ's signature on Section 2 has been incarrectly recorded on the AGAR. The RFQ has confirmed that this was a transcription
error and should read 24/05/2023 The smaller authority should ensure that the correct dates are recorded on the AGAR in future.

3 External auditor certificate 2022/23
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31

March 2023,

External Auditar Name
PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Sighature 5%:- Z_A. # &9'6 A " M Date 25/08/2023
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