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23 July 2026 
 
 
To: All Members of the Community Services Committee: Councillors A Brown,               

J Coward, D Jarman, G McCaffery, R Munn, N Pocock, I Scrannage, 
V Steadman and A White. 
 

 All other Members of the Council for information. 
 
The next meeting of the Community Services Committee will be held in the Town Hall on 
Wednesday 29 July 2026 commencing at 7pm.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
David J Martin 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 
Press and Public – To observe the meeting online or take part in Agenda Item 2 - Public 
Question Time and Petitions, please click here or email dmartin@corsham.gov.uk for 
instructions.  
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Apologies 
 

2. Public Question Time and Petitions 
 

3. Declarations of Interest 
 

To receive any Declaration(s) of Interest under Corsham Town Council’s Code of 
Conduct issued in accordance with the Localism Act 2011. 
 

4. Matters Arising from the Notes of the Community Services Committee meeting held on 
20 May 2026 – for information only. 
 
 

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/385067465269558?p=rCgutRdewRJf656QPc
mailto:dmartin@corsham.gov.uk


5. Grant Applications 
 
There is one for this meeting. 
 
Pound Arts Trust – To be able to support older/vulnerable people, those with special 
educational needs and disabilities (SEND) and families in food poverty, Pound Arts Trust 
is seeing £1,985 to support three strands of its community work. These are Dancing 
Through Time – a mobility group for the over-70s (£1,275); art classes for adults with 
SEND (£320), and the FUEL sessions run at The Pound during the holidays for children 
receiving free school meals (£390). The funding applied for represents 28% of the total 
cost for all three projects. 

 
The application is attached – for consideration.  

 
6. Community Wellbeing Update (Minute CS 06/26 and others) – The Committee will be 

updated on the Town Council’s latest community wellbeing activities.  
 

• The Community Wellbeing Officer continues to engage with, and support, a wide 
range of local groups and organisations. Recent visits have included the Tuesday 
Conversation Club at Corsham Library, Corsham Foodbank, the Community 
Allotment run by Corsham Baptist Church at The Ridge and Corsham’s Goldies 
singing group.  

 

• Due to the recent closure of Hungerford House, the fortnightly Creative Lunch 
sessions have been held at the Town Hall with the last session before the summer 
break on 27 July 2026. From September 2026 the sessions will be held at St 
Patrick’s Church Hall. 
 

• The Community Allotment continues to develop, and a new information sign has 
been agreed for the plot managed by Corsham Baptist Church. 
 

• Corsham Foodbank volunteers provided vital support over the summer period, 
delivering over 100 food parcels at the end of July. Referrals were made through 
local schools and partner organisations to assist individuals and families 
experiencing hardship. 
 

• Bags of Taste is delivering a healthy eating programme for up to 10 residents in 
Corsham and the surrounding area, funded by Corsham Town Council. The initiative 
aims to help participants improve their diets, reduce food costs, and develop 
sustainable healthy eating habits. Despite their best efforts, only three clients of the 
Living Well Team have taken part so it has been decided to allow referrals from The 
Rise Trust and Spurgeons in the hope that the families they work with will benefit 
from the project. 
 

• The Town Council Chair and Officers met with representatives from The Rise Trust 
and Corsham Youth Zone on 29 June 2026. The detached youth workers continue 
their outreach work in Corsham on Wednesday and Friday evenings (with the Open 
Blue Bus on site on Wednesdays) and at The Corsham School, providing ongoing 
support and engagement with local young people. The team are currently exploring 
a youth hub space in Corsham, with positive discussions with Martingate about 
using an empty retail unit.  
 

• The Town Council’s Summer Staycation leaflet has been updated and made 
available online and at the Town Hall. The leaflet highlights a range of free and low-



cost activities for families during the summer, including opportunities at Corsham 
Library, Pound Arts, Corsham Gymnastics Academy and other community venues. 
 

• Us Girls, run by Wiltshire Council and funded by the Town Council, is an initiative to 
encourage girls, aged 11-16, to engage with sport. The project is running in 
Corsham (and Chippenham and Melksham) through the summer holidays, with the 
opportunity to try a different sporting activity at each weekly session. The sports 
offered in Corsham are padel, rugby, cricket, climbing and gymnastics. 
 

• Following their event at Christmas, skateboard and scooter experts ATB Shop will 
be running another free event at the skatepark on 13 August, from 10.30am-1.30pm. 
The event is free to everyone but will also run as part of the FUEL programme, 
ensuring that young people in receipt of free school meals will get lunch. ATB have 
funding to run these events across Wiltshire, with town and parish councils being 
asked to match-fund at a cost of £250. 

 

• Following the meeting on 7 July, which focused on the provision for young people 
during the summer holidays, the next Corsham Community Wellbeing Working 
Group meeting will be held in the autumn (date to be confirmed). This meeting will 
focus on warm spaces and winter provision for older/vulnerable people. The Minutes 
from July’s meeting have been shared with all Councillors via the MIS.   

 
– for information and comment.  

 

• The Open Blue Bus visits Corsham each Wednesday in term time, working 
alongside youth outreach workers The Rise Trust, as a safe space for young people. 
It parks outside Springfield Campus and is on site from 6.30-7.30pm. (The outreach 
work runs from 6-8pm.) It is very popular and is proving particularly important for 
some of the more vulnerable young people that Rise work with, as they are 
guaranteed something to eat and an opportunity to talk to the youth workers and 
each other.  

 

The Town Council has been approached by Open Blue Bus to help with funding the 
visits to Corsham from October onwards, when other funding streams end. The cost 
would be £1,100 until December, or £2,400 until the end of the financial year in 
March. 

 

The Committee is asked to approve the request from Open Blue Bus for funding to 
support its work in Corsham. The Committee is also asked to consider including the 
total annual cost of the Open Blue Bus visits, £4,600, into the draft 2027/28 budget 

– for discussion and approval.  

 

7. Corsham – An Age-friendly Community (Minute CS 07/26 and others) – The Chair of the 
Town Council and the Head of Community Services will update the Committee on the 
latest steps taken towards Corsham becoming an Age-friendly Community, including an 
update on the Community Accessibility Audit, a report on Age Without Limits Day, which 
took place on 10 June 2026 at The Pound, and feedback on a visit to Yate Town Council 
to discuss their age-friendly work – for discussion. 

 
8. StoryTown (Minute CS 08/26 and others) – The Arts Officer will update the Committee 

on the StoryTown school workshops funded by the Town Council – for information and 
comment.  

 



9. Public Art Projects (Minute CS 09/26 and others) – The Arts Officer will update the 
Committee on the progress of the Town Council’s public art projects – for information 
and comment. 

 
10. Events Update (Minute CS 10/26 others) – The Tourism and Events Officer and Head of 

Community Services will report on the Town Council’s attendance at Middlewick House 
Open Garden (6/7 June) and the Summer Fete (4 July) and give an update on the town 
centre Pokemon Trail (18 July-31 August) and plans for the Street Fair (12 September) 
and Heritage Open Days (11-20 September).  

 
There will also be an update on the next steps following the Town Council’s 
unsuccessful Town of Culture bid – for information and comment. 

 
The Committee is also asked to consider a suggestion from Kettlesmith’s regarding their 
potential Corsham Beer Festival. Kettlesmith’s were planning to hold a beer festival in 
town this year but, for various reasons, have decided to wait until 2027. They are looking 
at Digital Mansion Corsham (DMC) as a venue and Mike Booth of Wiltshire Council, has 
suggested that their event could link up with Taste of Corsham in May next year.  
 
For Kettlesmith’s this would mitigate their risk and help with some of the administrative 
aspects of the event. For the Town Council, there are logistical considerations, as well 
as the impact this could have on other traders at Taste of Corsham and the character of 
the event itself – for discussion and decision. 

 
11. Tourism Update (Minute CS 11/26) – The Committee will be updated on the latest 

tourism work undertaken, including press and social media interest, rebranding Visit 
Corsham and the new Visit Corsham website – for information and comment. 

 

12. Business Support Update (Minute CS 12/26) – The Head of Community Services will 
report on the plans for the Town Council’s next Business Breakfast (September – date to 
be confirmed) and other initiatives to support local businesses, including a potential 
Boules Competition along the lines of the Bath Boules tournament – for information and 
comment. 

 
 


