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Corsham

TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Community Services Committee Meeting held at Corsham Town Hall
on Wednesday 20 May 2026

Present Councillor R Munn (Chair)
Councillors A Brown, J Coward, | Scrannage, V Steadman and A White

In Attendance Mrs S Jefferys (Head of Community Services)
Ms S Leigh (Community Services Officer — Arts)

CS 01/26 Apologies

Apologies had been received from Councillors D Jarman, G McCaffery and N Pocock.
CS 02/26 Public Question Time and Petitions

There were none.
CS 03/26 Declarations of Interest

There were none.

CS 04/26 Matters arising from the Notes of the Community Services Committee Meeting
held on 18 March 2026.

There were none.

CS 05/26 Grant Applications
There were none for this meeting.

CS 06/26 Community Wellbeing Update (Minute CS 57/25 and others)

The Committee was updated on the Town Council’s community wellbeing activities,
including visits by the Community Wellbeing Officer to local groups and organisations
including Creative Lunch, Hungerford House, Corsham Foodbank and outreach with the
Bobby Van Trust. The lack of donations for the Foodbank was discussed, and it was
agreed that the Town Council would post a request for help on its Facebook page.

The Town Council has agreed to continue to fund the Open Blue Bus, as part of the
youth outreach work undertaken by Rise Trust, until the summer holidays. The Head of
Community Services will discuss ongoing budget requirements with the Open Blue Bus
team and Rise Trust during the summer.

Due to the closure of Hungerford House, the fortnightly Creative Lunch sessions are
provisionally booked to be held at the Town Hall in June and July.

The Town Council’'s Summer Staycation leaflet will be updated and made available
online and at the Town Hall. The leaflet highlights a range of free and low-cost activities
for families during the summer.

The update was noted.



CS 07/26

CS 08/26

CS 09/26

Corsham — An Age-friendly Community (Minute CS 58/25 and others)

Clir Brown and the Head of Community Services updated the Committee on the latest
steps towards Corsham becoming an Age-friendly Community.

iID (the organisation behind Creative Lunch and other projects in Corsham) would be
supporting Age Without Limits Day on 10 June 2026, with funding from the Town
Council. The event, which was taking place at The Pound Arts Centre, would include
taster dance and movement workshops, lunch, art workshops to make props and a final
group performance.

Work on the Town Council’'s Age-friendly Action Plan and Accessibility Audit was
ongoing. The Audit had seen requests for benches and dropped kerbs returned for
consideration.

The Chair of the Town Council and Community Wellbeing Officer were planning to visit
Yate on 15 July, to attend the Yate Ageing Better Festival, a free community event for
people approaching or already enjoying retirement.

The update was noted.

StoryTown (Minute CS 59/25 and others)

The Committee was updated on the progress of the various projects linked to the Town
Council’s StoryTown initiative.

National Year of Reading 2026 — All the funding local schools had received from the
Late Lord Methuen’s Charitable Trust (LLMCT) for their National Year of Reading
projects was now being used on a variety of projects across different age groups.

Corsham Story Prize — The annual short story competition for young people, run by
StoryTown regular Matthew Tett, had ended with a celebratory event at the Town Hall,
on 30 April, for the winners. An anthology of the winning stories had also been created.
Comments regarding the use of Al had been received following the competition and this
was something that would be considered for next year’'s competition. It was likely that
entrants would be asked not to use Al when writing their stories.

School Workshops — Marnie Forbes-Eldridge, another regular StoryTown contributor,
would be running lesson-based work in schools over the coming months. Working with
local author Emily Randall Jones and the mature students on the MA Writing for Young
People course at Bath Spa University, Marnie would run a series of workshops for the
primary schools around the theme of British Myths. Marnie would also run a special
workshop for the children at the Services Cotswold Centre.

The update was noted.
Public Art Projects (Minute CS 60/25 and others)

The Committee was updated on the Town Council’s public art projects.

Potley and Portland Rise Art Community Project (PACT) — The fabricators had now
almost finished their work and it was hoped the artwork would be installed around mid-
June.

Cross Keys Plinth — Neston School’s sheep had now been replaced by Corsham
Regis’ peacock-themed sheep, to some great feedback on social media. The latest
sheep would be on the plinth until at least the end of the summer holidays. St Patrick’s
creation would follow.

Michael Pennie Sculptures — Following a visit to Michael Pennie’s studio/storage unit
with members of the Pennie family, it had been possible to measure the various
sculptures and start to consider locations for them in the town. Alongside those already
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CS 10/26

CS 11/26

agreed to go to Corsham Almshouses and The Pound Arts Centre, it was hoped that
others could be on display at Corsham Library, Wadswick Green and the Town Hall.

The update was noted.

Events Update (Minute CS 62/25 and others)

The Head of Community Services reported the events that had already taken place and
those due to happen during the summer.

Eco Fair (18 April 2026) — The Eco Fair had been very successful again, with all the 17
stallholders enjoying a good day. The Town Council’s craft workshops in the Community
Garden at The Pound Arts Centre had included painting bird boxes for the Town Council
to use at various sites and making bird feeders out of Tetra Pak milk cartons to take
home. These had been well attended, as had the collage workshop at The Pound. The
free towels provided by Regency Laundry had proved as popular this year as last, with
all of them gone before the event’s halfway point. The free wildflower seeds available
from the Town Council’s stall had also proved very popular.

Taste of Corsham (16 May 2026) — The food festival had been another great success,
with the forecast rain only appearing briefly towards the end of the event. Many
stallholders sold out well before the end so were delighted with their day, and those who
attended for the first time were very keen to be invited back again. The cooler
temperatures meant that audiences for the musical performances on the Picnic Lawn at
Digital Mansion Corsham - organised by Pound Arts - were a little reduced compared to
warmer years, but all those taking part had enjoyed their time on stage.

Middlewick House Open Garden (6/7 June 2026) — The Town Council would again
have a stall at the Open Garden event on both days, with the aim of promoting Corsham
as a visitor destination to those attending. This year’s event would be advance ticket
only for both admission and car parking with limited numbers to avoid the delays and
queues of 2025, and thus the complaints from some Corsham residents.

Corsham Summer Fete (4 July 2026) — Planning for the Summer Fete was going well,
with all on-site facilities organised (toilets, first aid, etc); 20+ stalls booked, with bookings
still coming in; family activities sorted — fairground rides, free face painting and Town
Council-run crafts and Kettlesmith’s would be running the beer tent. Other
stalls/activities/music were still being arranged.

Town of Culture 2028 — The Head of Community Services updated the Committee on
the proposal to enter Corsham in the Town of Culture 2028 competition. There was no
news on the short-list as yet, however all entrants had been given the opportunity to
update their information regarding the authorising and delivery bodies (ie Corsham
Town Council and Pound Arts). As part of this, applicants were also asked to give
feedback on proposals to support non-winning towns with ongoing advice on funding
and co-production. It was hoped that a final decision would be made in June, and all
Councillors would be informed of the result as soon as possible.

The update was noted.
Tourism Update (Minute CS 63/25 and others)

The Committee was updated on the latest tourism-linked work undertaken. A new Visit
Corsham logo was being designed in preparation for the update to the Visit Corsham
website. The logo would also be used on the new version of the retail map. The launch
of the first six episodes of Series Two of the Disney+ adaptation of Jilly Cooper’s Rivals
had caused a great deal of interest in Corsham as a location. Over 40 online features by
various newspapers and magazines had been written, along with Corsham being
featured on local radio, via BBC Wiltshire, and on TV, via local news programme Points
West. Alongside this, the Tourism and Events Officer had also posted regarding Rivals
on the Town Council’s own social media sites.



CS 12/26

The update was noted.
Business Support Update (Minute CS 64/25 and others)

The Town Council’'s most recent Business Breakfast had taken place at Digital Mansion
Corsham on 30 April 2026, with a theme of Wellbeing in the Workplace. Wiltshire
Council’s Public Health Wellbeing at Work team and Corsham Counselling gave
presentations to approximately 30 representatives from local businesses. There was
also the regular opportunity for the businesses to network and promote themselves.

The next Breakfast would take place in September, with the venue and topic still to be
decided. A meeting was planned with Clirs Jarman and Brown to look at the Business
Breakfasts and whether they needed to be updated in any way.

The interest from the business community to revive the Corsham Chamber of
Commerce had waned for the short/medium term due to workload. The Town Council’s
offer of support towards a new Chamber would still stand, but relaunching the Chamber
was not something to be undertaken by the Town Council.

The update was noted.

The meeting commenced at 7pm and closed at 8.10pm. There was one member of the public present.

CHAIR DATE



