
 
 

 
Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group Meeting 

held at Corsham Town Hall on Monday 15 June 2026 
 

Present Councillor S Abbott (Chair)  
 Councillors H Belcher OBE, A Brown and V Steadman 
 N Farmer (Resident) 
    
In Attendance K Gilby (Head of Finance and Administration) 
 D Martin (Chief Executive) 
 L Moor (Finance and Planning Officer) 
  
DMG 333 Apologies 
   

  Apologies had been received from Councillors R Hopkinson and   
 G McCaffery, and J Peeters (Resident). 

 
DMG 334 Election of Vice Chair 
 

The previous Vice Chair, J Peeters, was not in attendance at the meeting 
and it was not known whether he wished to continue in the role for the  
2026/27 Council year.   
 
Agreed: That the election of Vice Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery 
and Monitoring Group be deferred to the next meeting of the Group. 

 
DMG 335 Public Question Time and Petitions 
 
  There were none.  
 
DMG 336 Declarations of Interest 
 

To receive any Declaration(s) of Interest under Corsham Town Council’s 
Code of Conduct issued in accordance with the Localism Act 2011. 
 
There were none. 
 

DMG 337 Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group  
(NP D&M Group) Meeting held on 23 February 2026  

 
 Agreed: That the Minutes be approved as a true record.  
 
DMG 338       Matters arising from the above Minutes 
 

Minute DMG 325 - Draft Neighbourhood Plan: 
 
Action (ii) - Advice had been sought from Wiltshire Council’s Neighbourhood 
Plan Link Officer over the effect on Corsham’s housing allocation as a result 



of the approval of an application for 150 new dwellings on Land North of Bath 
Road.  The response received from Wiltshire Council explained that the 
implications of the approval of the application required up to date monitoring 
data which was not currently available. 
 
Action iv) - The wording regarding supermarket provision had been amended 
in the draft Neighbourhood Plan.  Discussion took place regarding 
supermarket provision, particularly in the Martingate Centre. The Town 
Council would seek clarification of the Martingate/Co-Op lease details from 
Andrew Hall. 
 
Minute DMG 328 - Non-Designated Heritage Assets (NDHA) 
 
Action ii) - Advice had been sought from DLP Consultants regarding Wiltshire 
Council’s designation of the ‘Traveller’s Rest’ building as a NDHA.  The 
response explained that, given Wiltshire Council had a list compiled of all 
designated NDHAs, it should not be necessary to include the NDHAs 
identified by Wiltshire Council within the Neighbourhood Plan, as they were 
already recorded separately. 

   
DMG 339 Membership of the Group 
 

Councillor S Abbott had been appointed as Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan 
Delivery and Monitoring Group for the 2026/27 Council year.  
 
Councillors H Belcher OBE and R Hopkinson were appointed to the Group.  
They were both Wiltshire Councillors also. 
 
Agreed: That the update on membership of the Group be noted. 
 

DMG 340 Draft Neighbourhood Plan 
 

The updated draft Neighbourhood Plan had been received from DLP 
consultants on 9 June 2026 and was in the process of being checked by 
Officers.   
 

When the updated draft Neighbourhood Plan was complete, a request for 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) screening would be submitted to 
Wiltshire Council. 
 

The school capacity of The Corsham School was discussed. Tt was noted 
that the relevant paragraph of the Neighbourhood Plan (previously paragraph 
93, now numbered 91) had been updated. 
 

A letter had been sent to the landowner of Site 3250 (Land North of 16 
Bradford Road) to seek approval for the site to be included as a site 
allocation in the Neighbourhood Plan.  It was hoped that a reply would be 
received from the landowner by the end of June 2026. 
 

Agreed:  
 
i) That progress on the draft Neighbourhood Plan be noted. 

 

ii) Any final suggested amendments to the draft Neighbourhood Plan 
should be sent to the Finance and Planning Officer by 9.00am on 
Friday 19 June 2026. 



DMG 341 Design Guide 
 

The Design Guide had been finalised with Cass Consultants and 
arrangements were being made for Corsham Print to print it. 
 
Agreed: That progress on the Design Guide be noted. 
 

DMG 342 Potential Locations for Employment Land 
 

The Chief Executive explained that the ‘Planning for Corsham (2023)’ section 
of Wiltshire Council’s Local Plan Review stated that there was a forecast 
demand for up to seven hectares of employment land in Corsham, preferably 
to the west of Corsham, near to the MOD site and the villages of Rudloe and 
Westwells.  However, the document also stated that due to constraints such 
as the Rural Green Buffer and the bats corridor, the employment land figure 
for Corsham had been reduced to zero hectares during the Local Plan 
period.  

 
 The Group considered whether employment land should be identified and 

allocated in the Neighbourhood Plan.  The suitability of various sites was 
discussed. 

 
 Agreed: 
 

i) That a policy be incorporated into the Neighbourhood Plan, requiring 
the provision of up to seven hectares of employment land, without the 
allocation of a specific site(s). Such land should be located in close 
proximity to the proposed new railway station and be readily 
accessible via an appropriate road network. 

 

ii) That the wording of the Rural Green Buffer policy within the 

Neighbourhood Plan be revised to incorporate provisions permitting its 

use for employment purposes, including defence-related activities, 

ICT, bioscience, advanced manufacturing, business services and 

associated infrastructure. The specific Use Classes to be: 
 

• Class E(g) (i) - Offices to carry out any operational or 
administrative functions. 
 

• Class E(g) (ii) - Research and Development of products or 
processes. 

 
DMG 343 Notice of Withdrawal of Wiltshire Local Plan Pre-Submission Draft  

2020 - 2038 (Regulation 19) 
 
It was noted that Wiltshire Council had withdrawn the publication version of 
the Wiltshire Local Plan Review from the examination, following receipt of the 
Planning Inspectors’ letters dated 27 February and 13 March 2026. 
 
Councillor H Belcher explained that she had been appointed to the Local 
Plan Review Board and work on the new Local Plan Review would formally 
commence following a Cabinet meeting in June/July 2026.  The review 
process would need to be completed within a 30-month timeframe and would 
incorporate policies for Waste, Minerals and site provision for Gypsies and 



Travellers.  The Local Plan timetable was due to be published by Wiltshire 
Council around August 2026. 
 
The Chief Executive reported that the updated position on the five-year 
housing land supply had recently been received from Wiltshire Council. 
On 1 April 2024 the position was 2.42 years.  The updated position as of  
1 April 2025 had increased to 2.8 years. 

  
DMG 344 Plan Review Timetable 
 

The timetable for the Neighbourhood Plan Review had been reviewed. 
 
The anticipated completion date for the Neighbourhood Plan Review has 
been extended from the original target of November 2026 to October 2027. 
This delay was due to factors mainly outside the Town Council’s control such 
as the withdrawal of Wiltshire Council’s Local Plan and proposed changes to 
the National Planning Policy Framework. 
 
The updated Plan Review Timetable was noted. 

   
DMG 345 Date and time of next meeting  
   
 The Group’s next meeting would be scheduled once an update on the 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) was available. 
  
  
 


