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Minutes of the Property and Amenities Committee Meeting held at 

Corsham Town Hall on Wednesday 22 July 2026 
 

Present           Councillor T Ellis (Chair) 
Councillors S Abbott, H Belcher OBE, N Brakspear,         
J Brook, J Coward G McCaffrey and G Ward 

 
In Attendance Councillor A Calkin 

J Whittleton (Head of Technical Services) 
 

In Attendance Online Councillor R Hopkinson 
  
P&A 19/26 Apologies 

 
None received. 
 

P&A 20/26 Public Question Time and Petitions  
 

None received. 
 

P&A 21/26 Declarations of Interest 
 

There were none. 
 
P&A 22/26 Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Property and Amenities 

Committee meeting held on 27 May 2026 
 

Minute P&A 05/26 Guide Hut and Arnold House Feasibility Study - The recent 
annual site visits had included a presentation of the outline proposals for the 
Guide Hut and Arnold House. The Strategic Planning Working Group had 
agreed to progress the project and a fee proposal was expected for 
architectural services to the end of RIBA Stage 7. 
 
Minute P&A 06/26 Public Realm Update - Officers had a meeting scheduled 
for mid-September with Wiltshire Council’s Traffic Engineering Team to 
discuss how the public realm proposals for the Newlands Road/Pickwick Road 
junction could be taken forward. 

 
P&A 23/26 Play Equipment at Coppershell Playing Field (Minute P&A 45/25 and 

others) 
 

The Committee received an update from the Head of Technical Services 
regarding the installation of new play equipment at Coppershell Playing Field. 
Although the approved layout complied with BS EN 1176 safety standards, a 
post-installation inspection identified that a basket swing and cable runway 
had been installed too close together, with a separation distance of 1.93m 
rather than the required 2m. 
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The contractor suggested that the issue could be accepted as low risk and 
that they may assume liability. However, following legal advice, officers 
concluded that liability would be difficult to transfer and that the Town Council 
could be exposed to a personal injury claim if the equipment was brought into 
use despite the known non-compliance. Legal advice also indicated that the 
contractor may have failed to exercise reasonable care and skill in 
accordance with the Supply of Goods and Services Act 1982. 
 
Officers therefore instructed the contractor to relocate the basket swing to the 
correct position at the contractor’s expense. The contractor has accepted this 
requirement and is currently costing the remedial works. No payment has 
been made to the contractor for the installation works to date. 
 
The Committee supported the actions taken by officers and discussed the 
notice displayed on site to inform users of the issue and whether additional 
communication with local residents was required. 

 
Resolved 
 
1) To note the update. 

 
2) To ask the Head of Community Services to consider whether additional 

communication with residents was necessary. 

P&A 24/26 Seating in the Little Play Area, Katherine Park 
 

Over the past three years the Town Council had received repeated requests 
from a resident in Katherine Park to install a bench within the fenced play 
area at the Little Play Area. The resident in question worked as a childminder 
and felt that they should be able to sit in the play area and quickly access the 
children under their care, should the circumstances demand. The Head of 
Technical Services had visited the play area to establish whether there was 
sufficient space for a bench to be installed. Given the need to maintain clear 
fall zones/areas around each piece of equipment, it was assessed that there 
was not sufficient space to safely install a bench. This had been explained to 
the resident and as a result of their representations an additional bench had 
been installed just outside the front entrance to the play area, bringing the 
total to three. Despite this, the resident had persisted with their requests and 
had been in contact with the Town Council again recently. The Head of 
Technical Services had suggested engaging with the independent playground 
inspector when visiting in February 2027, to check whether there was space 
anywhere within the fenced area. The resident had been informed that the 
Property & Amenities Committee would be considering removing any items 
from within the play area to accommodate a bench. 
 
Issues discussed included: 

• Whether the resident could sit on one of the boulders or take their own 
folding chair to the play area; 

• That there was no legal requirement to provide seating within any play 
area; 

• That only one person had requested seating within the play area; and 

• That the plans put forward by Kompan sought to include as much 
equipment and play value as possible and that there had been no 
requests for seating during the original public consultation. 
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Resolved 
 

1) To ask the independent playground inspector whether there was any 
room to site a bench within the play area when they visit in February 
2027. 
 

2) To inform the resident of the above action to thank them for their 
request and state that if it was confirmed that there was insufficient 
space for a bench, then the Town Council would not consider installing 
one until some of the equipment needed to be replaced. 

 
P&A 25/26 Review of Street Cleaning and Litter Picking 
 
 Consideration was given to Report No.7 which provided an overview of an 

officer review into street cleaning and litter picking. The Town Council 
provided a top-up street sweeping service, employing a contractor to visit 
twice a month and carry out sweeping in specified parts of the town. Officers 
were not proposing any substantial changes or increase in this service at this 
time. If the Town Council wished to undertake additional sweeping in the 
future, the most economical way would probably be to add dates/sweeps to 
the contracted-out work. 

 
 Issues discussed included: 

• That asking the grounds team to sift the material deposited in the 
recycling bins was not a good use of their time; 

• Whether providing better signage about what could be deposited in 
recycling bins would prevent the need for sifting; and 

• That it may be better to cease providing a recycling service if staff had 
to continue sifting material. 

 
Resolved 
 

1) To note the report. 
 

2) To provide improved signage on recycling bins concerning what could 
be deposited in the bins. 

P&A 26/26 Update on Wiltshire Council’s Bus Infrastructure Project 

 Consideration was given to an update from Wiltshire Council on its bus 
infrastructure project. It was noted that work had started to install new bus 
shelters (where the existing shelters were not up to standard) at various 
locations throughout the county. It was also pointed out that Wiltshire Council 
had started a twice-yearly cleaning programme, with an initial clean 
scheduled for June-September 2026 and a follow up clean scheduled for 
February-April 2027. 

 
 Issues discussed included: 

• That the Town Council was carrying on with its quarterly bus shelter 
cleaning. There were questions about whether this was now 
duplicating work and whether the shelters needed cleaning more than 
twice a year; 

• Whether the Town Council should consider officially taking the service 
in-house via Wiltshire Council’s Service Delegation & Asset Transfer 
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scheme and seeking to claim a proportion of Department for Transport 
funding that had been given to Wiltshire Council for this purpose; and 

• That the Titan shelters featured toughened glass and were easier to 
clean than polycarbonate models. 
 

Resolved 
 
To note the update. 
 

P&A 27/26 Update on Local Highway & Footway Improvement Group (LHFIG) 
Issues (Minute P&A 11/26 and others) 
 
Consideration was given to correspondence from Wiltshire Council’s Senior 
Traffic Engineer concerning changes to LHFIGs. It was noted that the LHFIGs 
would now be meeting three times a year rather than four and that resources 
would be focused on five key live priority schemes per area board at any one 
time. The Senior Traffic Engineer stated that town/parish councils should 
concentrate on the issue rather than the solution when considering requests, 
as finding the most appropriate solution was something that trained highways 
officers were more suitably placed to undertake. They had added that it was 
important for town/parish councils to fully discuss requests and to agree that 
there was an issue which required the LHFIG to consider before sending on 
any request. This was to guard against wasting officer time. The Senior Traffic 
Engineer also sent through some wording about sign clutter, stating that the 
overuse of traffic signs blights the landscape, wastes money and dilutes 
safety-critical messages. 
 
Issues discussed included: 

• The recent 20mph speed limit proposal considered by Full Council and 
the fact that town/parish councils would be expected to meet the costs 
of signage and road markings for 20mph schemes, 

 
Resolved 
 

  To note the update. 
 
P&A 28/26 Requests for Highway Improvements and Traffic Surveys (Minute P&A 

12/26 and others) 
 

i. Lacock Road, Corsham – Request for bollards or timber-framed raised 
beds 
 
Issues discussed included: 

• That parking outside schools is countywide issue; 

• The efforts made to help parents park in the High Street Car 
Park and walk their children to school; and 

• Whether raised beds would provide a more economical solution 
rather than a path or kerbing which would require services in the 
verge to be relocated. 

 
Resolved 
 
To support the request and send it on to the LHFIG to consider. 
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ii. Danvers Road/Glebe Way – Request to remove metal barriers. 
 
Issues discussed included: 

• The purpose of the barriers; and 

• That it was quite a long diversion if you could not get through 
the barriers. 

 
Resolved 
 
To support the request and send it on to the LHFIG to consider. 

 
P&A 29/26 Speed Indicator Devices and AutoSpeedWatch (Minute P&A 16/26 and 

others) 
 
 In recent months, Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) had been deployed in the 

following locations: 
  

Valley Road (North) 11 March 2026 – 24 April 2026: 
Average speed incoming: 26.11mph. 
Average speed outgoing: 28.34mph. 
Maximum speed incoming: 59mph. 
Maximum speed outgoing: 67mph. 
 
Furzehill 11 March 2026 – 24 April 2026: 
Average speed incoming: 26.11mph. 
Average speed outgoing: 26.90mph. 
Maximum speed incoming: 77mph. 
Maximum speed outgoing: 84mph. 
 
Newlands Road 12 June 2026 – 12 July 2026: 
Average speed incoming: 19.31mph. 
Average speed outgoing: 18.92mph. 
Maximum speed incoming: 74mph. 
Maximum speed outgoing: 54mph. 
 
Park Lane 12 June 2026 – 10 July 2026: 
Average speed incoming: 27.16mph. 
Average speed outgoing: 26.67mph. 
Maximum speed incoming: 69mph. 
Maximum speed outgoing: 81mph. 
 

 It was noted that the deployment of a SID at Newlands Road was the first 
time this had taken place since a 20mph speed limit was in force. The 
average speeds from this location in October 2020 were 21.42mph and 
21.90mph. Although this was a very rough/fallible measurement, the average 
speeds seem to have dropped by 2.11mph and 2.98mph since the 
introduction of a 20mph speed limit. 

 
 The Head of Technical Services reported that it was possible to set the 

AutoSpeedWatch camera to 20mph suggested that it be deployed along 
Newlands Road. This would provide the Town Council with an opportunity to 
identify vehicles that were speeding in the evenings and report these findings 
to the Police. 
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 Resolved: 
 

1) To note the update. 
 

2) To support the deployment of the AutoSpeedWatch camera along 
Newlands Road. 

 
P&A 30/26 Site Visits 2026 
 
 The Committee noted that the annual site visits had taken place on 20 July 

2026. The site visits were very well attended with 10 Councillors, 2 staff, 1 
member of the Active Travel Group and the Town Council’s architect present. 
Members had been given an overview of the outline proposals for the Guide 
Hut and Arnold House by Isabella Percy (James Grayley Architects). 
Members visited Meriton Rec to consider Route 3/3a, a combined 
cycling/walking route linking the Campus with the town centre put forward by 
the Corsham LCWIP. Councillors then visited Park Place to consider plans for 
turning the space, which was originally proposed to house a new workshop, 
into an amenity space with light planting, seating and fencing. 

 
 Resolved 
 
 To note the update. 
 
P&A 31/26 Arnold House Roof (Minute P&A 73/25) 

The Head of Technical Services reported that he had arranged for a timber 
specialist to visit Arnold House, carry out tests and advice on the condition 
and future maintenance of the roof timbers. Whilst the specialist’s report had 
not yet been received, he had informed the Head of Technical Services that 
the timbers did not need to be completely replaced (which was the costly 
scenario that the Town Council had feared) but that a repair could be carried 
out by reinforcing some timbers and replacing one rafter. 

 
Resolved 
 
To note the update. 

 

 

The meeting began at 7.00pm and ended at 8.13pm. There was one member 
of the public present. 

 
                       
 

            ________________________                ____________________ 
   CHAIR                            DATE 


