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Annual Report




Councillors and Staff May 2024-April 25*

Corsham Gastard Ward
Cilr Tina Ellis 10 Monks Lane, Gastard, Corsham SN12 9PH

Corsham Ladbrook Ward

Clir Steve Abbott Weaver's Cottage, 71 High Street, Corsham SN13 OHA
Clir Alan Brown 21 Hitherspring, Corsham SN13 9UT (Chair)

Clir Tanvir Bush c/o Town Hali

Cilr Neville Farmer 1a Post Office Lane, Corsham SN13 OHJ

Clir Ruth Hopkinson** Priory Cottage, Bences Lane, Corsham SN13 0DD
Clir Dave Jarman 3 Paul Street, Corsham SN13 9DG

Clir Ruth Williams 39 Priory Street, Corsham SN13 0AS

Vacancy

Corsham Neston Ward
Clir Jeremy Brook 29 Eliey Green, Neston, Corsham SN13 9TX
Cilr Nicholas Brakspear Pickwick Manor, Corsham SN13 OHU

Clir Anna Mackie 10 Silman Close, Corsham SN13 0RG ,
Councillors Who Left 2024-25

Corsham Pickwick Ward Ladbrook Ward: Cllr Adrian Jones

Clir Helen Belcher** 3 Masons Way, Corsham SN13 9XW
Clir Lucian Waugh, 31 Pickwick, Corsham SN13 0JB

Clir Richard Munn c/o Town Hall

Clir George McCaffery 68a Pickwick Road, Corsham SN13 9DB
Clir Jane Roberton c/o Town Hall

Clir Amanda Thomas 35 Pickwick, Corsham SN13 QJE

Clir Gareth Ward 5 Macie Drive, Corsham SN13 9EJ

Clir Anthea White 2 Dairy Mews, Pickwick, Corsham SN13 0BT

Pickwick Ward: Cllr Alun Crockford

*These were serving Counciliors as of April 2025, before
the local elections on 1 May 2025. For the most up-to-date

contact details for Town Councillors please get in touch.

**Cilrs Belcher and Hopkinson are also Wiltshire Councillors

Town Hall, High Street, Corsham, Wiltshire SN13 0EZ

01249 702130 towncouncil@corsham.gov.uk
www.corsham.gov.uk
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Chief Executive

David Martin

Head of Community Services

Sharon Thomas

Community Services Officer (Arts)*

Sarah Leigh

Community Services Officer (Health and
Welibeing)*

Vickie Fauset

Community Services Officer (Tourism and
Events)

Charlotte Phillips

Head of Finance and Administration*
Maxine Jones (until March ‘25)
Kirsty Gilby (from April '25)
Planning and Finance Officer*
Kirsty Gilby (until March ‘25)

Liz Moor {from April ‘25)
Administration Officer*
Rachel Sellens
Cleaner/Caretaker®

Alex Debank

Head of Technical Services
James Whittleton
Environmental Project Officer
Garry Ford

Technical Assistant

Abigail Leverett

Grounds Team Leader

Neil Ash {(until April '24)

Trudy Boughey (from July ‘24)
Groundsperson (Amenity)
Mark Gilby Nick Maggs (from October 24)
Groundsperson (Property)

Brendan Kelly

Street Cleaner*

Martin Hirst Eddie Harvey

* part-time
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Corsham Town Council’s Vision 2022-2026

In Novemper 2022, the Town Council A Vision for Corsham ,
launched its Strategic Plan 2022-2026. The Town Council’s vision for Corsham for 2022-2026 is ‘An engaged
community - making life better in Corsham through equality, accessibility

There is a strong desire to make sure the - A
and inclusivity'.

Strategic Plan reflects community aspirations

and addresses local issues. Objectives within - . - .
the plan are based on research and feedback |A guiding principle of delivering this vision is the strong desire to create an engaged,

from a wide range of sources. sustainable community which balances environmental, social, cultural and economic
needs.

There are four overall strategic themes:

. Environment and Climate Change - Minimising the town’s impact on climate
change and protecting our natural environment

. Transport and Highways - Implementing a sustainable Transport Plan

o Business and the Economy - Ensuring a thriving and successful town centre and
supporting local businesses

. Community Wellbeing - Supporting local interest groups and delivering targeted
activities to improve health and wellbeing

The Town Council exists . :
e RS R T e el At the heart of the Strategic Plan is community engagement and we want to continually

Corshanl I sl improve our engagement with people and groups in our community. We plan to open up
REREEYETI o _being of Corsham. new ways of getting a clearer understanding of the concerns and priorities of those who
The Council provides leadership through live and work here so that we improve our decision-making and allocation of resources.
community governance and engagement in a We are always open to approaches from individuals or groups who have something to
say.

democratic and representational way.

Our Community Engagement Strategy is available to download from our website, or you
can obtain a copy from the Town Hall. EasyRead versions of this and the Strategic Plan
are also available.

To find out more about the work of the Town
Councif and the aims of the Strategic Plan
visit www.corsham.gov.uk




Corsham Town Council - Chair's Annual Report

This report on the Council’s year from May 2024-April 2025 was given by Town Council Chair, Clir Alan Brown at the
Corsham Celebrates event, incorporating the Annual Town Meeting, held at the Town Hall on Thursday, 24 April

2025.
| would like to take a few minutes to tell you about some of the work that the Town Council has been doing over the last 12 months.

There is always a great demand for allotments in and around the town and to respond to those requests we have created 14 new allot-
ments at the Park Place housing development on Bradford Road. These are the first new allotments we have created in 40 years and
all have already been taken on by keen gardeners. In addition, we have continued to update the equipment in our play parks. This year
we have replaced all the play equipment at both Pockeridge Road play areas. This was paid for by the Community Infrastructure Levy
(or CIL}), which is money that came from the developers of Portland Rise and has to be spend in the local community.

You will have seen the two stone trollies on the junction of Bradford Road with the A4. These trollies represent the stone industry, which
is part of Corsham’s industrial heritage. The trollies were restored, over many months, by the members of The Brunel Shed. At the other
end of town, at Cross Keys, you will have seen the statue of a sheep. | have been asked, ‘What has a sheep to do with Corsham? Why
not a peacock?’ The answer to this question is that Corsham was a wool town - the Flemish Weavers Cottages are a testament to the
weavers that came to our town to work with the wool. The current sheep is the first of a flock, each one being designed by one of our
local schools. Eventually, each sheep will take their turn on the plinth at the entrance to the town.

We are biessed that we live in a wonderful place that is surrounded by nature, open countryside and farmland. It is our responsibility to
look after our environment. To this end, we have a number of wildlife areas within the town that can be enjoyed by residents and to let
nature flourish. Middlewick Lane Nature Area has benefited this year from a new pond being dug to encourage frogs and newts, etc, to
take up residence. A number of bat and bird boxes have been made by members of the Memory Shed working alongside The Brunel

Shed.

As we get older we start to think about how our wants and needs change. The Town Council is very aware of this and Corsham has
been accepted by the Centre for Ageing Better, and indirectly the World Health Organisation, as a member of the Age-friendly Towns
Network. There are fewer than 100 towns in the country that are carrying out this work. It means we are able to consult with residents
both young and old about how they see their town in the future, and how we can provide for their needs as the population ages. At the
other end of the age scale we have the incredibly popular Corsham Youth Zone, which is a safe space for young people to call their
own at the Springfield Community Campus on a Friday night. We will hear more about this later on.

There are many clubs, societies and organisations in the town that we support with grants. We have, this year, given grants to The
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Pound Arts Centre, Corsham Bowls Club and Gastarid Village Hall, as well as many other organisations that are carrying out fantastic
work in our community. We are incredibly fortunate to have a wide range of sports played in the town, ranging from football, rugby and
tennis, to martial arts and gymnastics and, hopefully, soon a petanque club. Again, some of the work the clubs do for their members is
supported by grants from the Town Council.

Tourism plays a big role in the work of the Council. We know that we have the town events, starting with the Eco Fair in the spring,
through the delicious Taste of Corsham in May and the Street Fair in September to the spectacular Christmas Lights event at the end of
the year. All these events bring visitors into the town. We have also grown accustomed to seeing film crews in the town, shooting
Footage for both television and film productions, which puts Corsham firmly on the tourist trail with other towns such as Lacock and

Castle Combe.

In a few weeks we will see the results of the local elections. Some current Town Counciliors have decided to step down. We are iosing
Clir Tanvir Bush, who has been the force behind the Disabled People’s Organisation in the town; Clirs Lucian Waugh, Amanda Thomas
and Ruth Williams, who have all represented Pickwick Ward during their time on the Council, and Clir Jane Roberton, who has been
working with, and is a member of, Corsham Climate Action, to preserve and develop the environment we live in.

A special thanks must go to Clir Nevilie Farmer for the service he has put in during his time on the Town Council. The inspiration that he
has brought to the Council has been incredible and his work is clear to see in initiatives such as StoryTown and the creation of the
Community Wellbeing Group that now forms a vital part of the Cou\ncil’s’ work. We shall miss them all.

Ladies and gentlemen, | could talk for hours about the work that Corsham Town Council has carried out this year, but you did not come
here tonight to listen to me talk, so | will leave you with one thought. A recent survey carried out by Garringtons Property Facilities, in
conjunction with the Daily Mail, looked at the best towns, villages and cities in which to live. Out of the 1,500 surveyed, Corsham was
ranked fifteenth, stating that it was a ‘wonderful place to live’, but those of us who live here, knew that already, didn't we?




Grants Scheme 2024/25

Grants
Twenty-five grants were awarded during the 2024/25 financial year.

APPLYING FOR A GRANT

The Town Council runs its own Grants Scheme awarding sums of money up to
£750 to community organisations working to benefit residents by improving the
range of activities and services within Corsham.

Each application is considered at the Town Council’s Finance and Administration
Committee's meetings which take place in February, April, June, August, October
and December.

Projects for young people and community wellbeing projects can apply for £751-
£2,000 and these applications are considered by the Community Services
Committee at their meetings in January, March, May, July, September and
November.

Grants can be awarded to new, as well as existing groups and there are no
restrictions on whether the funds are for a capital or revenue project, but the
organisation applying must be not-for-profit or charitable and grants will not be
made to individuals.

For more information visit www.corsham.gov.ukicommunity/grants or call the
Town Hall on 01249 702130. Details of other grant funders can also be found
on the website.

In exceptional circumstances, such as large capital projects, grants over these sums can be

awarded. The Town Council must be notified of such requests by September so that funds
can be eammarked in the following year's budget.

* Match-funded with Corsham Area Boand

1st Neston and Box Scouts
Brunel Shed

Carer Support Wiltshire
Celebrating Age*

Company for Christmas
Corsham Primary - Pound Pill
Corsham Twinning Association
Corsham Windband

Corsham Youth Zone

Creative Lunch*

Golden Oldies Charity

ilD Age Without Limits*

ilD My Space

Leafy Lane Playing Fields
Music and Motherhood
Peacock WI Poppy Project*

Pound Arts Trust Ltd (two projects)

Prospect Estate Community Defib

Rewired Counselling
Souper Friday

Stay Safe Initiative

The Brightwell (WoE MS)
Wiltshire Air Ambulance
Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust
Wiltshire Rural Music

£750
£750
£750
£2,000
£500
£800
£750
£2,000
£490

£2,000
£300
£580
£1,867
£750
£2,000
£447.73
£1,129
£750
£500
£685
£1,550
£200
£750
£490
£690




Diary Dates for 2025

Taste of Corsham www.corsham.gov.uk 17 May 2025 + FREE parking

Blue Sky Festival www_poundaris.org.uk 24 May-1 June 2025

Corsham Walking Festival www.corshamwalkingfestival.org.uk 13-15 June 2025

Street Fair www.corsham.gov.uk 13 September 2025 + FREE parking
Magic and Mayhem Festival www.poundaris.org.uk 10-16 November 2025 (tbc)
Wishing Tree www.corsham.gov.uk 29 November 2025

Christmas Lights Switch On www.corsham.gov.uk 5 December 2025 + FREE parking

How to Contact the Town Council

If you require

further information Town Hall, High Street, Corsham,

on any aspect of ﬂ Wiltshire SN13 0EZ

the work of the ;\J

Town Council, or Tel: 01249 702130

to comment on our Cors I l al l I Email: towncouncil@corsham.gov.uk
Annual Report, Website: www.corsham.gov.uk
please contact us: TOWN COUNCIL




Corsham Town Council Accounts -
Balances as at 31 March 2025

Subject to Audit

You can find more information about the
Town Council and its finances at
www.corsham.gov.uk/home/council/
council-information/finance/
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