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8 January 2026 
 
 
To: All Members of the Community Services Committee: Councillors A Brown,               

R Hopkinson, D Jarman, G McCaffery, R Munn, N Pocock, V Steadman and  
A White. 
 

 All other Members of the Council for information. 
 
The next meeting of the Community Services Committee will be held in the Town Hall on 
Wednesday 14 January 2026 commencing at 7pm.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
David J Martin 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 
Press and Public – To observe the meeting online or take part in Agenda Item 2 - Public 
Question Time and Petitions, please click here or email dmartin@corsham.gov.uk for 
instructions.  
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Apologies 
 

2. Public Question Time and Petitions 
 

3. Declarations of Interest 
 

To receive any Declaration(s) of Interest under Corsham Town Council’s Code of 
Conduct issued in accordance with the Localism Act 2011. 
 

4. Matters Arising from the Notes of the Community Services Committee meeting held on 
26 November 2025 – for information only. 
 
 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2VmNTg4YTQtNGJiNi00MTk4LWI4NDMtYmFjOGUxMjFkZWY0%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2272394fea-7731-4739-98f1-43ec4b9cf727%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220de3eb48-b6e1-4572-85c9-51da462966d3%22%7d
mailto:dmartin@corsham.gov.uk


 
5. Grant Applications 

 
There is one for this meeting. 
 
Music and Motherhood – After a successful first year, Music and Motherhood is seeking 
funding of £2,000 to continue to run its group music therapy sessions at The Pound for 
women and their babies from the Corsham area. (Corsham Town Council funded the 
project previously, with £2,000 awarded in 2024/25.) Among the proposed changes for 
2026 are plans to see Music and Motherhood running longer, weekly, term-time 
sessions, led by two music therapists, all of which would benefit local new mothers and 
ensure full inclusivity for lower income families. 
 
The application is attached – for consideration.  

 
6. Community Wellbeing Update (Minute CS 31/25 and others) – The Committee will be 

updated on the Town Council’s latest community wellbeing activities.  
 

• The Community Wellbeing Officer continues to visit and support a wide range of 
local groups and organisations. Recent visits have included Corsham Library, 
Hungerford House, Corsham Foodbank, and Home Instead.  

 

• The Town Council has agreed to continue funding, until at least Easter 2026, the 
weekly warm and safe space for young people in Corsham delivered by the Open 
Blue Bus in partnership with The RISE Trust. 

 

• To help address the digital divide, particularly among older and vulnerable residents, 
digital support sessions (‘Techy Teas’) will take place at Holton House and Jargeau 
Court on 19 January 2026. The sessions will be delivered by care company Home 
Instead, working with the Town Council and GreenSquare Accord. 

 

• Three residents are currently participating in the Bags of Taste cookery programme 
following referrals from the Living Well Team (social prescribers). The Town Council 
has agreed to fund up to 10 people to take part in the trial. The courses help 
participants build confidence in the kitchen, enabling them to eat well, feel healthier 
and make their money go further. 
 

• The Town Council’s Warm Spaces leaflet has been updated and is now available on 
the website and at the Town Hall. The leaflet brings together information on all local 
warm spaces available throughout the winter. 
 

• A meeting has been arranged with members of Wiltshire Council’s Sports 
Development team to look at the support available for initiatives in Corsham, 
including US Girls, which encourages young women to get back into sport. 

 
– for information and comment.  

 

• The Town Council’s Community Wellbeing Strategy 2024-2028 (attached) is due for 
review. A report on the Strategy’s Action Plan for Year One is also attached. (Please 
note the Year Two Action Plan will be presented at the Community Services 
Committee meeting in March, and will be in the new plan/reporting format.) 

 

– for discussion and approval.  



 

7. Corsham – An Age-friendly Community (Minute CS 32/25 and others) – Cllr Brown and 
the Head of Community Services will update the Committee on the latest steps taken 
towards Corsham becoming an Age-friendly Community, following the Age-friendly 
Corsham Group meeting on 12 January – for discussion. 

 
8. StoryTown (Minute CS 33/25 and others) – The Committee will be updated on the 

ongoing plans for the National Year of Reading in 2026, and the feedback following the 
launch online of the Stories of the High Street project, run in conjunction with Bath Spa 
University – for information and comment.  

 
9. Public Art Projects (Minute CS 34/25 and others) – The Committee will be updated on 

the progress of the Town Council’s public art projects, including displaying the work of 
sculptor Michael Pennie – for information and comment. 

 
10. Events Update (Minute CS 35/25 others) – The Head of Community Services will report 

on the Wishing Tree (29 November), Christmas Lights Switch On (5 December), and the 
ATB Shop skatepark-related event at Springfield Community Campus (30 December). 
There will also be an update on the early plans for this year’s Eco Fair (18 April) – for 
information and comment. 

 
11. Tourism Update (Minute CS 37/25) – The Head of Community Services and Tourism 

and Events Officer will update the Committee on the latest tourism work undertaken, 
including building links with Bowood House – for information and comment. 

 

12. Business Support Update (Minute CS 23/25) – The Committee will be updated on the 
plans for the next Business Breakfast, due to take place at The Pound Arts Centre, on 
Thursday 29 January 2026 – for information and comment. 

 
13. Corsham in Bloom – It was decided not to hold the Corsham in Bloom competition in 

2025 due to waning interest in the previous years, particularly in the Best Garden 
category. The Committee is asked to consider whether the event should be reinstated 
for 2026 and, if so, for ideas and suggestions on how it should be run. It should be noted 
that if it is decided to run Corsham in Bloom again, the competition will need new judges, 
following the retirement of the previous judges in 2024. New trophies/prizes will also be 
required – for discussion.  


