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Corsham

TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Community Services Committee Meeting held at Corsham Town Hall

on Wednesday 14 January 2026

Present Councillor R Munn (Chair)
Councillors A Brown, R Hopkinson, D Jarman, G McCaffery, A White
In Attendance Mrs S Jefferys (Head of Community Services)

Ms H Peacock (Community Services Officer — Tourism and Events)

In Attendance Online S Barford (Music and Motherhood)

CS 39/25

CS 40/25

CS 41/25

CS 42/25

CS 43/25

M Dawson (Music and Motherhood)
Ms S Leigh (Community Services Officer — Arts)

Apologies

Apologies had been received from Councillor N Pocock.
Public Question Time and Petitions

There were none.

Declarations of Interest

There were none.

Matters arising from the Notes of the Community Services Committee Meeting
held on 26 November 2025.

There were none.

Grant Applications
One grant application had been received.

Music and Motherhood — Music and Motherhood was seeking £2,000 towards the
running of its group music therapy sessions at The Pound Arts Centre for women and
their babies from the Corsham area. (Corsham Town Council helped to fund the pilot
project, with £2,000 awarded in 2024/25.) Among the proposed changes for 2026 were
plans to run longer, weekly, term-time sessions, led by two music therapists, all of which
would benefit local new mothers and ensure full inclusivity for lower income families.
The group’s directors were also looking at alternative income streams to make Music
and Motherhood more sustainable in the longer term.

Questions, comments and suggestions from Councillors included asking whether the
group had any links to the National Childbirth Trust and how they promoted their
activities; the cost of sessions, which would be reduced to a £5 suggested donation; the
longer-term plans to hold concerts as fund-raisers and the other musicians that could be
involved, and whether Music and Motherhood had any links with Corsham Connections
and the Services Cotswold Centre.
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CS 44/25

CS 45/25

CS 46/25

Resolved: That Music and Motherhood’s application for a grant of £2,000 to support the
running of their group music therapy sessions at The Pound Arts Centre be approved.

Community Wellbeing Update (Minute CS 31/25 and others)

The Committee was updated on the Town Council’'s community wellbeing activities,
including visits by the Community Wellbeing Officer to local groups and organisations
such as Corsham Library, Hungerford House, Corsham Foodbank and Home Instead

The Community Wellbeing Officer had arranged for local care company Home Instead
to run ‘Techy Teas’ to offer support to older/vulnerable people with using their phones,
tablets, etc, and information on how to stay safe online. The first two events would take
place at Jargeau Court and Hungerford House on 19 January.

The Town Council had agreed to fund the Open Blue Bus, part of The Rise Trust’s
outreach offering on a Wednesday evening, until at least Easter. The Bus was used as
a warm and safe space by young people.

The Town Council’'s Warm Spaces leaflet for older people had been updated and was
now available on the Town Council’'s website, with printed copies available at the Town
Hall. Copies had also been shared with local groups and organisations to distribute.

A meeting had been arranged with members of Wiltshire Council’'s Sports Development
team to look at the support available in Corsham and new initiatives that could be run
here, including Us Girls, which encourages young women to get back into sport.

The update was noted.

The Community Services Committee was also asked to review the Town Council’s
Community Wellbeing Strategy 2024-2028 and consider a report on the Strategy’s
Action Plan for Year One. (The Year Two Action Plan would be presented at the
Committee Meeting in March.)

Resolved: That the Town Council’'s Community Wellbeing Strategy 2024-2028 be
approved for 2026, with no changes, and that the report on the Year One Action Plan
also be approved.

Corsham — An Age-friendly Community (Minute CS 32/25 and others)

Clir Brown and the Head of Community Services updated the Committee on the latest
steps towards Corsham becoming an Age-friendly Community. The Town Council’s
Age-friendly Corsham Group had met to consider the new Age-friendly Corsham Action
Plan. Priorities included an audit of the walking routes into the town centre and the
setting-up of an Age-friendly Corsham Forum, to include Councillors, stakeholders and
residents.

The update was noted.

StoryTown (Minute CS 33/25 and others)

The Committee was updated on the progress of the various projects linked to the Town
Council’s StoryTown initiative.

National Year of Reading 2026 — The Arts Officer had been working with the trustees
of the Late Lord Methuen’s Charitable Trust (LLMCT) on the plans to support the
National Year of Reading in 2026. Local schools had been invited to apply for funding
from LLMCT and the results of their applications would be known in the near future.

The National Year of Reading would also be part of the work undertaken by StoryTown

regulars Matthew Tett (annual short story competition) and Marnie Forbes-Eldridge
(lesson-based work in schools) over the coming months.
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CS 47/25

CS 48/25

Stories of the High Street — Twenty-five stories had been launched on the Town
Council’s website on 27 November. Postcards featuring snippets of the stories had been
produced, with packs delivered to those participating businesses to share with
customers. Window stickers featuring a QR code to take people to the website had also
been distributed. The Tourism and Events Officer had scheduled a number of social
media posts (two posts per business) which, while receiving very positive feedback from
residents and over 140,000 views, had not seen much traffic on the website. It was
hoped there would be an uptake in this following press releases being sent to the
national, local and specialist press.

The next stages of the project would see footfall being monitored; other businesses
being given the opportunity to take part; incorporating the stories in the Town Council’s
tourism projects; outreach work with schools, and promoting the scheme alongside the
Easter Holiday/Eco Fair Trail.

The update was noted.
Public Art Projects (Minute CS 34/25 and others)

The Committee was updated on the Town Council’s public art projects.

Potley and Portland Rise Art Community Project (PACT) — A final design had now
been received from the fabricator and discussions were taking place regarding
installation and the type of base required.

Cross Keys Plinth — Neston School’s sheep was still waiting to be varnished; Corsham
Regis’ sheep had been delivered and and the next sheep, for Corsham Primary School,
had been ordered.

Michael Pennie Sculptures — The plans to site the first outdoor sculpture in the garden
at the Almshouses were moving along well, with PATG member Clir Ward, who was
also a trustee at the Almshouses, in discussions with the Conservation Officer.
Discussions regarding the size, shape and type of plinth were also being held. The
Pennie family had agreed to take on any costs involved in weather-proofing sculptures
for outside use. It had also been agreed to install a smaller Pennie artwork indoors at
The Pound Arts Centre.

The update was noted.

Events Update (Minute CS 35/25 and others)
The Head of Community Services reported on the Town Council’s events.

Wishing Tree (29 November 2025) — The annual Wishing Tree event, held in the
Chapel Garden (between Co-Op and Grounded), had proved as popular as ever, with
just under 100 wishes being taken over the course of the three-hour event. Music from
Corsham and Colerne Military Wives Choir added to the festivities.

Christmas Lights Switch On (5 December 2025) — The Switch On event had been
badly affected by the weather, with strong winds and rain meaning that stalls operating
from gazebos were prevented from attending. This also meant there was no live music
on the stage, although the Rock Choir and Corsham Windband were able to perform,
albeit in smaller numbers. Food/drink stalls operating from trailers and vans were also
still able to take part, and Santa’s Grotto was still able to run. As a result of the changes
and weather, visitor numbers were down but there was still a reasonable audience in
attendance when the lights were switched on at 6pm.

ATB Shop Skate Event (30 December 2025) — This skateboard-related event,
supported by the Town Council and run by Swindon-based ATB Shop, was open to 5-16
year olds. The event featured activities (bouncy castles, Lego, biscuit decorating) in the
sports hall at Springfield Community Campus (hire fee paid by the Town Council) and
scooter games and workshops at the skatepark. ATB’s services were funded by the
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CS 49/25

CS 50/25

CS 51/25

government’s Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) initiative. Breakfast and snacks were
available to everyone taking part, with a pre-booked lunch for those children attending
who would normally be in receipt of free school meals. Over 70 children came along,
with very appreciative feedback received from parents/carers. ATB staff felt that, as the
HAF funding at Christmas is not used by many organisations, it was very likely that the
event could be repeated again this year.

Town of Culture 2028 — Following the decision at Full Council on 8 December, where it
was Resolved That the Town Council prepare an Expression of Interest and explore a
potential partnership to develop a bid, the Head of Community Services updated the
Committee on the proposal to enter Corsham in the Town of Culture 2028 competition.
The Chief Executive was due to attend the government’s introductory webinar on the
project on 21 January. Following that, Officers would meet to decide the next steps in
producing an Expression of Interest before arranging a wider meeting to bring together
Councillors and stakeholders such as Pound Arts and Bath Spa University. Discussions
would also take place with Wiltshire Council regarding the level of support its staff could
offer.

The update was noted.
Tourism Update (Minute CS 37/25 and others)

The Tourism and Events Officer updated the Committee on the plans to revise the Visit
Corsham website and the Great West Way/Visit Wiltshire familiarisation visit to Corsham
on 31 January by a group of tour operators from the Netherlands. The potential for
working with Bowood, on joint itineraries and mutual promotion, as well as a possible
venue for school and wellbeing group visits, was also discussed. The Head of
Community Services and Tourism and Events Officer had held two positive meetings
with Bowood’s Group Visitor Lead and Education and Wellbeing Officer, with the
Bowood team already encouraging groups to visit Corsham as part of their trip to the
area.

The update was noted.
Business Support Update (Minute CS 23/25 and others)

The next Town Council Business Breakfast would take place at The Pound Arts Centre
on Thursday 29 January, from 8-10am. The Pound’s new Creative Director, Ruth Hill,
would give a presentation on how businesses could support The Pound in its work, and
Sarah Gibson MP and Clirs Hopkinson and Brown would be giving an update on
Corsham Railway Station.

The update was noted.
Corsham in Bloom (Minute CS 81/24)

At the Community Services Committee meeting held on 19 March 2024, it was
Resolved That Corsham in Bloom be rested for 2025, with a review of its future to be
made in early 2026. The Committee was asked to consider whether the event should be
reinstated for 2026. Given the lack of interest in the competition’s cancellation from the
majority of those who would normally take part (ie local businesses, allotment holders,
Best Garden entrants), it was felt that Corsham in Bloom should be rested on a more
permanent basis. If members of the local gardening community wished to see it
reinstated, they would be encouraged to run the event themselves with support from the
Town Council, or to look at taking part in the National Garden Scheme or running an
Open Garden Day in their area.

Resolved

That Corsham in Bloom be rested for the foreseeable future. Should members of the
local community come forward wishing to run an ‘in Bloom’ or similar competition, then
the Town Council would offer help and advice.

18



The meeting commenced at 7pm and closed at 8.21pm. There were no members of the public present.

CHAIR DATE
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