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Minutes of the Community Services Committee Meeting held at Corsham Town Hall 

on Wednesday 15 January 2025  
 

 Present   Councillor N Farmer (Chair) 
Councillors A Brown, D Jarman 

 In Attendance  Ms S Leigh (Community Services Officer – Arts)   
     D Martin (Chief Executive) 
      
       
CS 56/24 Apologies 

Apologies had been received from Councillors R Munn, A Thomas and R Williams. 

CS 57/24 Public Question Time and Petitions 

Two representatives of Music and Motherhood attended the meeting in person and 
asked the Committee to support their grant application.   

CS 58/24  Declarations of Interest 
 
 There were none.  
 
CS 59/24 Matters arising from the Minutes of the Community Services Committee 

meeting held on 6 November 2024. 

 There were none.  

CS 60/24 Grant Application  
  
  One grant application was considered.  

  Resolved 

That Music and Motherhood be awarded £2,000 towards the costs of running an 

inclusive and supportive music therapy group for mothers presenting with mental 

health issues and their babies at The Pound Arts Centre. Music and Motherhood 

was required to provide the Town Council with a report on its activities after six 

months of the service being provided. 

CS 61/24 Community Wellbeing Update (Minute CS 47/24 and others)  

The Committee was updated on the Town Council’s latest community wellbeing 
activities including: 

• Visits to Corsham Foodbank, the Dorothy House charity shop, and Creative 

Lunch.  
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• A visit to Corsham Gymnastics Academy to understand the scope of its work 

and view the facilities on offer. 

• Company for Christmas had around 40 local people for lunch on Christmas Day 

at the Scout Hut. 

 

• The Corsham Community Wellbeing Working Group met on 18 November. The 

meeting had a family focus and was attended by a range of organisations who 

work with local families.  

 

• The Community Wellbeing Officer was supporting CSE – Warm & Safe Wiltshire 

to conduct community support visits during the winter. This would include 

sessions at Souper Friday and Corsham Library. 

 

• The Community Wellbeing Officer was arranging for the Good Practice Mentor 

Programme to run more free training for the Town Council and local community 

groups. This would build upon the street outreach training already undertaken 

and will focus on door-knocking and harder-to-reach older people.  

 

• A second free concert with tea and cake, organised by the Town Council and 

Celebrating Age Wiltshire, would take place on 13 March. 

 

• Corsham Community Club was holding four of its upcoming lunches at the Town 

Hall due to lack of available room space at Springfield Community Campus.  

 

• Corsham Foodbank volunteers packed food parcels for 104 people at 

Christmas. They had reintroduced fuel vouchers for the winter and had £1,200 

of funds earmarked for this. The Community Wellbeing Officer had been liaising 

with the Foodbank’s Treasurer regarding further funding and supported them in 
making a recent application to the Household Support Fund, being distributed 

by Wiltshire Council. The funding would be used to provide an in-house adviser 

from Citizens Advice to work at the Foodbank on a Tuesday morning, initially for 

six months.  

 

• The transfer of Corsham Youth Zone to The Rise Trust, ensuring that the youth 

club would continue to run, had taken place. A representative from Rise would 

be attending the March’s Community Services Committee meeting to give an 

update. 

 
The update was noted. 

 
CS 62/24 Corsham – An Age-friendly Community (Minute 49/24 and others) 

It was reported that the Age-friendly Corsham Survey would launch on 27 January, 

both online and as paper copies. It would be on the front page of the new-look Town 

Council Newsletter, with a QR code, and posters would be produced. The plan was 

to share the survey with as many people as possible, and take paper copies to 

various clubs, groups and organisations.  

The update was noted. 
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CS 63/24 StoryTown (Minute CS 50/24 and others)  

 The Committee was updated on the progress of the ‘Story of the High Street’ work 

with local businesses. Jenny Hulme, the project organiser, was editing copy and 

web pages were being created. The aim was for a soft launch in January with a full 

launch in February. Michael Holman at Red Forge Studios had taken fantastic 

pictures of everyone to accompany their stories. There would be a brief update at 

the Business Breakfast on 29 January. 

The Committee was also updated on the early plans link StoryTown’s 2025 projects 
with the 25th anniversary of the Town Council. Work was well underway in the 

primary schools.  

The update was noted. 

 

CS 64/24 Public Art Projects (Minute CS 51/24 and others) 

 The Committee was updated on the progress of the Town Council’s public art 
projects, including the Cross Keys sheep, the Potley and Portland Rise Art 

Community Project (PACT) and a display of the work of sculptor Michael Pennie.   

The Corsham School was in possession of one of the sheep sculptures and it was 

anticipated that it would be ready for display in the coming weeks/months.  Neston 

Primary School has another sheep sculpture and an update on progress with 

decorating it was awaited. 

The PACT project was at the stage when the final art piece could be fabricated. 

Pound Arts had been commissioned to carry out the Michael Pennie public art 

curation project and this was progressing well.  

The Community Services Officer – Arts was working with the Peacock Arts Trail 

Committee. There had been good sign-up to date for this year’s event, with four 

artists booked to display their work in the Town Hall.  

The update was noted. 

 

CS 65/24 Events Update (Minute CS 53/24 and others) 

An update was given on recent and planned community events in Corsham. This 

included: 

• Wishing Tree – This had been very successful with around 90 wishes taken on 

the day. The tree was located in the Chapel Garden as there was no High Street 

tree due to building work at the new hotel/former Lloyds Bank. The new location 

for the Wishing Tree worked well so it may be used again in the future. The 

Military Wives Choir performed and there had been great support from 

Grounded. 

 

• Christmas Lights – Fortunately the weather was not as severe as forecast. Stall 

numbers were down to 25 due to loss of space in front of the old Lloyds Bank 

building, illness, and those with breakable items (ceramics, art, candles, etc) 
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who were worried about high winds. Visitor numbers were down but the event 

was still very well attended by residents. Stallholders were happy.  

 

• Activity Trail – This was mainly funded by Wiltshire Council’s High Street Fund 

money and was another opportunity to support The Pound. Large graphics were 

placed around the town on a Trail that included counting snowflakes at the 

Tourist Information Centre; having your picture taken with Father Christmas on 

the hotel hoarding; doing a word search in the window of the old shoe shop in 

Martingate, and baubles in the tree behind Grounded. The Pound said they had 

very good numbers coming through their doors. 

 

• Eco Fair – Planning for the event on 26 April was going well. The event would 

take place in the pedestrian area of High Street and Digital Mansion Corsham’s 
car park. All logistics had been booked (First Aid, toilets, etc) and applications 

for stalls were open.  

 

• Taste of Corsham – Planning for the event on 17 May was progressing. The 

road closure order had been applied for and deckchairs, toilets and First Aid 

was booked. There would be free parking all day. Booking forms had been sent 

to previous attendees and new contacts. Ideas and suggestions for the event 

were welcomed. Suggestions included a competition involving local chefs, such 

as a salad challenge using local suppliers, or a soup trail where visitors could 

vote for their favourite and win a prize. 

 
The update was noted. 

 
    CS 66/24 Business Support Update (Minute CS 54/24 and others)  

It was reported that the Business Breakfast, with a theme of ‘Future Thinking’, would 

be held at Digital Mansion Corsham on 29 January 2025. The Breakfast would be 

followed by a free Storytelling for Business workshop (six signed up so far) run by 

Cllr D Jarman alongside ‘Story Associate’ Jenny Hulme.  

The update was noted. 

 

 

 

The meeting commenced at 7pm and closed at 8.25pm. There were two members of the public 
present at the start of the meeting and none at the end. 

 

____________________                                        ____________________ 

     CHAIR                  DATE 


