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Corsham

TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Community Services Committee Meeting held at Corsham Town Hall

on Wednesday 18 March 2026

Present Councillor R Munn (Chair)
Councillors A Brown, G McCaffery, N Pocock, | Scrannage, V Steadman
In Attendance Councillor A Mackie

J Chivers (Corsham & Box Community First Responders)

Mrs S Jefferys (Head of Community Services)

Ms S Leigh (Community Services Officer — Arts)

Ms H Peacock (Community Services Officer — Tourism and Events)

In Attendance Online Clir R Hopkinson

CS 52/25

CS 53/25

CS 54/25

CS 55/25

CS 56/25

Clir A White

Apologies

Apologies had been received from Councillor D Jarman.
Public Question Time and Petitions

There were none.

Declarations of Interest

There were none.

Matters arising from the Notes of the Community Services Committee Meeting
held on 14 January 2026.

There were none.

Grant Applications
One grant application had been received.

Corsham & Box Community First Responders — Corsham & Box Community First
Responders (CFRs) was seeking £2,000 (total project cost of £3,722) to purchase a
new full medical kit and all-weather jacket for the local CFRs. CFR volunteers provide
early lifesaving emergency aid ahead of ambulance arrival. They are trained and
governed by the South Western Ambulance Service but funded by ambulance charities.
They use their own vehicles and claim only expenses. Each local CFR group is provided
with a basic medical kit by the ambulance service, but a full kit, with enhanced
observation equipment, would enable CFRs who are first on scene to offer better
support, improve patient assessment and allow for a more informed handover to
ambulance staff. It was recognised that while the new kit would be used for all patients,
the majority of callouts in Corsham were to older members of the population, with falls a
major issue.

Box Parish Council had been approached for a grant to cover the remaining £1,722 but
if that bid was unsuccessful, it was felt that other sponsors and/or funders would offer
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CS 57/25

support. If the Committee approved the grant, the funds given by Corsham Town
Council would be ring-fenced for use in Corsham.

Questions, comments and suggestions from Councillors included asking about NHS
funding (the NHS supplied only consumables — bandages, syringes, etc); whether
annual grant applications would be needed to replace the kit in the future (the kit should
last at least three years), and a request for more detailed accounts from the ambulance
charity should a further application be required.

Resolved

That Corsham & Box Community First Responders’ application for a grant of £2,000
towards a new full medical kit and all-weather jacket for First Responders be approved.

Community Wellbeing Update (Minute CS 44/25 and others)

The Committee was updated on the Town Council’'s community wellbeing activities,
including visits by the Community Wellbeing Officer to local groups and organisations
such as Corsham Library, Corsham Foodbank, Holton House and Jargeau Court.

The ‘Techy Teas’ held on 19 January 2026 at Holton House and Jargeau Court, offering
support to older/vulnerable people with using their phones, tablets, etc, and information
on scam awareness, had been very successful. It was hoped these would be repeated
in the future.

iID (the organisation behind Creative Lunch and other projects in Corsham) would be
supporting Age Without Limits Day on 10 June 2026, with funding from the Town
Council. The event would include taster dance and movement workshops, lunch, art
workshops to make props and a final group performance. 11D had also received funding
from Corsham Area Board to launch weekly ‘Move, Meet, Eat’ sessions at Holton
House, which would feature creative movement sessions and the preparing and sharing
of a healthy lunch, with participants receiving a recipe card each time. The sessions
would run from April 2026-March 2027. The aim was also to develop something similar
at Jargeau Court.

The Community Allotment at Priory Cross had been taken on by Souper
Friday/Corsham Baptist Church, with the annual rent being funded by the Town Council
from the Community Wellbeing Budget. As well as providing outdoor activity for the
volunteers, the food grown would be shared at Souper Friday.

The Chair of the Town Council, Head of Community Services and ClIr Helen Belcher, in
her capacity as a Wiltshire Councillor, attended a Local Youth Network (LYN) meeting
on 6 March 2026. LYN meetings which were previously run by Wiltshire Council, were
being run by The Rise Trust, although the LYN was still funded by Corsham Area
Board.

The Chair of the Town Council and Head of Community Services had a very productive
meeting with members of Wiltshire Council’s Community Sport Programme Team. It
was hoped that, with support from local sports clubs, the Us Girls project, encouraging
young women back into sport, would be able to run in Corsham in the summer.

The update was noted.

Following review and approval of the Town Council’'s Community Wellbeing Strategy
2024-2028 and the report on the Strategy’s Action Plan for Year One submitted at the
previous meeting, the Action Plan for Year Two was submitted for approval.

It was agreed that the wording in Section 7 - Age-friendly Corsham Walking audit to be
undertaken in spring 2026. Participants still to be decided would be amended to reflect
the changes agreed, with the walking audit now being more of a survey of where

21



CS 58/25

CS 59/25

CS 60/25

benches, dropped kerbs, etc may be required to help residents continue to walk safely
around the parish.

Resolved

That, subject to the amendment in Section 7 - Age-friendly Corsham being made, the
Town Council’s Community Wellbeing Strategy 2024-2028 Year Two Action Plan be
approved.

Corsham — An Age-friendly Community (Minute CS 45/25 and others)

Clir Brown and the Head of Community Services updated the Committee on the latest
steps towards Corsham becoming an Age-friendly Community. They and the
Community Wellbeing Officer had met online with Yate Town Council’'s Community
Projects Officer, who ran Yate’s Ageing Better programme. Various matters were
discussed including the running of forums for those 50+, creating 50+ Ambassadors and
holding specific events. It was hoped that Clir Brown and the Wellbeing Officer would
visit Yate in the summer.

Work on the Town Council’'s Age-Friendly Corsham Action Plan was moving forward.
The next steps were to find out what would improve walking routes around the town for
older people, eg installing a bench for anyone needing to sit down before carrying on
with their journey. A simple survey form had been created and was currently with the
Head of Technical Services for his feedback. The Town Council was in no way raising
expectations that either it or Wiltshire Council would be able to fulfil every request, but if
certain areas were highlighted by a number of people, then these would be seriously
considered.

The update was noted.

StoryTown (Minute CS 46/25 and others)

The Committee was updated on the progress of the various projects linked to the Town
Council’s StoryTown initiative.

National Year of Reading 2026 — All the funding applications local schools had
submitted to the Late Lord Methuen’s Charitable Trust (LLMCT) for their National Year
of Reading projects had been approved.

The annual short story competition for young people, run by StoryTown regular Matthew
Tett, would close on 20 March 2026. This year, to link with the National Year of
Reading, entrants had been asked to create a character they would like to read more
about. The entries would be judged by local children’s author Alex Cotter, and a
celebration event would be held in April for the winners. An anthology of the winning
stories would also be created, with copies shared with those taking part, schools and
Corsham Library. Marnie Forbes-Eldridge, another regular StoryTown contributor, would
be running lesson-based work in schools over the coming months. Bath Spa University
had also offered support from the mature students on its MA Writing for Young People
course, with ideas for projects they could undertake in schools alongside Marnie
Forbes-Eldridge’s work. This would be discussed in due course.

The update was noted.

Public Art Projects (Minute CS 47/25 and others)

The Committee was updated on the Town Council’s public art projects.

Potley and Portland Rise Art Community Project (PACT) — It was hoped that the
project would be installed mid-/end of April. There would be a requirement for specialist
lifting equipment. The Head of Technical Servies was dealing with this element of the
project.
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CS 62/25

Cross Keys Plinth — Neston School’s sheep was on the plinth, with The Corsham
School’s sheep in the garden at Arnold House while the school created a plinth for it.
Staff at Corsham Regis were in receipt of their sheep, which would be next on display,
followed by St Patrick’s, Corsham Primary, Heywood and Corsham Youth Zone.
Comment was made that other artworks could alternate with the sheep, and this was
something that would be discussed by the Town Council’'s Public Art Task Group. It was
hoped that, once all the sheep had been created, they could all be displayed together,
either at a Town Council event, or at a site in town such as Springfield Rec, The Pound
Arts Centre or the Aimshouses’ garden.

Michael Pennie Sculptures — The plans to site the first outdoor sculpture in the garden
at the Almshouses were still a priority. The Pennie family continued to be actively
involved in the project. A visit to the studio to measure the sculptures had unfortunately
been postponed but this would be rearranged.

The update was noted.
Creative Corsham Strategy 2022-2027

The Committee was presented with a report on the completed tasks from Year Three of
the Creative Corsham Strategy. There were no comments.

The Committee was also asked to approve the new Year Four Action Plan for the
Strategy. It was decided that Section 5 Arts — Corsham Town Council Website —
Continue to review and improve the Arts section on the Town Council website and
increase Arts coverage on the Visit Corsham website could be changed from red to
amber, given the website accessibility work that had been undertaken.

Resolved

That, subject to the amendment in Section 5 — Arts — Corsham Town Council Website
being made, the Town Council’'s Creative Corsham Strategy 2022-2027 Year Four
Action Plan be approved.

Events Update (Minute CS 48/25 and others)

The Head of Community Services and Tourism and Events Officer reported on
upcoming events.

Eco Fair (18 April 2026) — All facilities were booked, with 17 stalls confirmed. The Town
Council’s craft workshops would take place in the Community Garden at The Pound
Arts Centre with activities including painting bird boxes for the Town Council to use at
various sites and making bird feeders out of Tetra Pak milk cartons. The Pound would
also be running its own activities, including a collage workshop. Free wildflower seeds
would be available from the Town Council’s stall. Wiltshire Scrapstore would be giving
away free craft kits from their stall. The annual Easter Trail, with a garden bird theme to
link with the Eco Fair, would run through the Easter holidays until 19 April to allow
people to take part during the Fair.

Taste of Corsham (16 May 2026) An initial 22 stalls were booked, with others still to
respond. A chocolate workshop would run at The Pound Arts Centre. Pound Arts had
also organised the musicians for the stage on the Picnic Lawn behind Digital Mansion
Corsham. All facilities had been booked, and the road closure application was being
processed.

Middlewick House Open Garden (6/7 June 2026) — The Town Council would again
have a stall at the Open Garden event on both days, with the aim of promoting Corsham
as a visitor destination to those attending. Meetings had been held with the organisers
and plans were in place to make this year’s event ticket only for both admission and car
parking. Numbers attending would be limited, but ticket prices had been increased as a
result. Information for admission/parking for stallholders would be sought from the
organisers in due course.
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The Committee was also asked for ideas for events and activities at this year's Summer
Fete on 4 July at Springfield Rec. A bungee run-type inflatable was suggested, and this
would be investigated further.

Town of Culture 2028 — The Head of Community Services updated the Committee on
the proposal to enter Corsham in the Town of Culture 2028 competition. The Chief
Executive had attended the government’s introductory webinar on the project on 21
January 2026. Two meetings had since been organised to bring together Councillors
and stakeholders such as Pound Arts and Bath Spa University. It was hoped that Bath
Spa University would be able to help with the writing of the Expression of Interest (Eol)
which needed to be submitted by 31 March 2026. A two-week long survey had been
promoted asking residents what they would like to see from a Town of Culture and the
Director of Pound Arts had also suggested ideas for themes and festivals, all of which
would be incorporated in the Eol.

The update was noted.
Tourism Update (Minute CS 49/25 and others)

The Tourism and Events Officer updated the latest tourism-linked work undertaken. A
new Visit Corsham logo was being designed in preparation for the work to update the
Visit Corsham website. A successful Great West Way/Visit Wiltshire familiarisation visit
had taken place in Corsham on 31 January 2026 with a group of tour operators from the
Netherlands. There had been a lot of interest in the town and follow-up information had
been sent to all those who visited. Visit Wiltshire would be promoting Corsham on its
stand at the British Tourism and Travel Show at the NEC on 19 March. Plans for joint
promotion with Bowood continued, with the attraction’s Group Visitor Lead encouraging
groups to visit Corsham as part of their trip to the area and Corsham hosting Bowood’s
leaflets at the Town Hall and Tourist Information Centre. Social media posts were
gaining a lot of attention: a video about Corsham’s peacocks had gained 86,000 views
with Visit Corsham receiving new followers as a result. The town’s retail map was being
updated by artist Susie Brooks.

The update was noted.
Business Support Update (Minute CS 50/25 and others)

The next Town Council Business Breakfast would take place at Digital Mansion
Corsham on 30 April 2026, with a theme of Wellbeing in the Workplace. Wiltshire
Council’s Public Health Wellbeing at Work team would be presenting, as would
Corsham Counselling.

There was growing interest within the business community to revive Corsham Chamber
of Commerce. The Head of Community Services had encouraged those interested to
meet and discuss the plans in more detail. Help and support would be offered by the
Town Council would not take on the running of the Chamber.

The update was noted.

The meeting commenced at 7pm and closed at 8.35pm. There were no members of the public present.

CHAIR DATE
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