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Corsham

TOWN COUNCIL

Notes of the Community Services Committee Meeting held at Corsham Town Hall
on Wednesday 21 May 2025

Present Councillor R Munn (Chair)
Councillor A Brown

In Attendance Mrs S Thomas (Head of Community Services)

In Attendance Online Ms E Drage (Army Welfare Service)
Councillor T Ellis
Ms S Leigh (Community Services Officer — Arts)

1. Apologies

Apologies had been received from Councillors R Hopkinson, D Jarman, B Keeler
and G McCaffery.

2. Public Question Time and Petitions

There were none.

3. Declarations of Interest
There were none.

4. Matters arising from the Minutes of the Community Services Committee
meeting held on 19 March 2025

There were none.

5. Grant Applications
One grant application was considered.

Mental Health and Wellbeing Project, Services Cotswold Centre, Neston — Emma
Drage of the Army Welfare Service was seeking £1,375 (project total £9,388)
towards a project to support vulnerable military families while they were residents at
the Services Cotswold Centre (SCC). It was explained that the Centre was a major
welfare and respite centre, particularly for those military families who had suffered
domestic abuse, child abuse and family breakdown. Given the lack of suitable
housing locally — many of the families go on to stay in Corsham as children often
have school places — the Centre was currently at capacity, with a backlog of welfare
cases.

The funding would allow the Open Blue Charity to come to the SCC and work with

the 36 families on site. The charity would also run separate sessions for teenagers
(via referrals), thus supporting the welfare work which was covering issues such as
self-harm, suicide prevention and safeguarding.
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The need to bring resources on site was highlighted. While there were facilities
available in Corsham (Souper Friday, Baptist Church Youth Group, Corsham Youth
Zone, etc) transport issues meant local provision was not accessible. Many of the
families included three or more children meaning cars were unsuitable and SCC
staff left the site by 4pm so no-one was available to help with transport for evening
activities.

The aim was for Open Blue to use the community spaces available at SCC, rather
than needing to bring the usual double-decker bus to host activities. This would
mean the overall environmental impact of the project was reduced and also help to
keep the project cost down.

The Councillors present were fully supportive of the grant application but, due to the
meeting not being quorate, were unable to approve the funding. A final decision
would need to be made at the Full Council meeting on 9 June 2025.

Community Wellbeing Update (Minute CS 72/24 and others)

Councillors were updated on the Town Council’s latest community wellbeing activities
including:

e The Community Wellbeing Officer continued to visit and support a wide range of
local groups and organisations. The most recent visits were to the Prevention
and Wellbeing Officer North at Wiltshire Council, The Corsham Foodbank,
Citizens Advice Wiltshire, Creative Lunch and Parkinson's UK at Wadswick
Green.

e The RISE detached team continued to provide outreach services for young
people in Corsham, every Wednesday and Friday evening. They also worked
with young people within The Corsham School. The Town Council had agreed
to fund the Open Blue Bus visits, which create a safe space for young people on
a Wednesday evening, until the summer.

e Following on from a successful collaboration with the residents at Jargeau
Court, Holton House and Hungerford House, collecting life stories, Dawn
Gorman, a local writer and arts practitioner, was now working with residents at
Warrington Lodge and Claremont House.

e Sarah Gilmartin, who runs Creative Lunch for older people and other projects in
Corsham, had successfully gained funding from the Town Council, Corsham
Area Board and The Centre for Ageing Better to run a day of taster sessions
and activities at The Pound Arts Centre as part of the national Age Without
Limits Day on 11 June 2025. The aim of the Day was to break down
preconceived ideas about ageing and older people. Activities would include arts
and crafts, martial arts, a silent disco and dancing.

e The Dogs for Health team was working within the Corsham community, with a
growing number of volunteers available to support people. Referrals for Dogs for
Health were made via links with the social prescribing team within the local
Primary Care Network.

The update was noted.

Former Town Councillor, and disability activist, Tanvir Bush had asked the

Committee to consider the proposed government changes to the benefits system,
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given their potential impact on local disabled people. The government was running a
consultation on the changes, until 30 June: Pathways to Work: Reforming Benefits
and Support to Get Britain Working Green Paper - GOV.UK. Councillors were asked
how they would like to respond to the consultation.

It was felt that making local people aware of the consultation, via the Town Council’s
social media channels, would be the best response.

Corsham — An Age-friendly Community (Minute CS 74/24 and others)

Clir Brown and the Head of Community Services reported on the Age-friendly
Corsham survey that had ended on 28 March. Over 200 responses had been
received, which would be used to guide the Town Council’s age-friendly work
moving forward. The initial findings were discussed, with the main areas to consider
being pavements, toilets, benches/seating, Martingate improvements, a second
pharmacy, a banking hub and transport links. An Age-friendly Corsham Strategy
and a Year One Action Plan would be presented to the Community Services
Committee in due course.

The update was noted.

StoryTown (Minute CS 75/24 and others)

The Community Services Officer - Arts updated Councillors on the StoryTown/25t%
Anniversary projects that had taken place. A series of workshops had been run at
the Town Hall for local schools by Marnie Forbes Eldridge and local author Emma
Randall-Jones. The successful presentation event for the StoryTown Short Story
Competition, based around Corsham in 2050 and coordinated by Matthew Tett and
judged by author Alex Cotter, had taken place on 3 April 2025. The winning stories
would be on display at the Town Hall as part of the Street Fair event on 13
September.

It was anticipated that both the work in schools and the competition would be
repeated in 2026.

Councillors also considered the book token scheme, funded by the Late Lord
Methuen’s Charitable Trust, which saw families in receipt of Corsham Foodbank
parcels receive a book token to use at The Corsham Bookshop. As only around
50% of the tokens were being used, the Arts Officer was arranging to meet with staff
from The Corsham Bookshop and Corsham Library to look at how this uptake could
be improved. Suggestions included offering a specific selection of books available
via the book token scheme, along the lines of the World Book Day tokens; asking
Foodbank volunteers to try and ascertain from the families their reasons for
using/not using the tokens and using any surplus to support families at the Services
Cotswold Centre.

The update was noted.


https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/pathways-to-work-reforming-benefits-and-support-to-get-britain-working-green-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/pathways-to-work-reforming-benefits-and-support-to-get-britain-working-green-paper

10.

Public Art Projects (Minute CS 76/24 and others)

Cross Keys — Councillors were updated on the progress of the Town Council’s
public art projects, including the Cross Keys sheep, the Potley and Portland Rise Art
Community Project (PACT) and a display of the work of sculptor Michael Pennie.

The Corsham School’s sheep was completed and it was hoped the Town Council’s
Grounds Team would be able to collect it within the next week. Neston Primary
School’s sheep was also nearing completion, and Corsham Regis Primary School
was due to take delivery of the next one before the end of the summer term. It was
felt that The Corsham School’s sheep should still be first on the plinth. The aim was
to keep each sheep on display for a minimum of three months. A temporary site for
the current sheep would need to be considered.

PACT - The Land Transfer licence had still not been received from Wiltshire Council,
due to the member of staff working on the project being unavailable since the New
Year. They were due to return very soon so it was hoped Wiltshire Council would be
able to progress and finalise the licence. Progress was being made, however, with
the fabrication of the actual artwork and the plinth. Public consultation was due to be
carried out regarding the final decisions on the design, with the Brunel Shed happy
to be involved as required.

Michael Pennie Sculptures - The report by The Pound’s Visual Arts Officer, Claire
Todd on how the project could work, and potential sites around the town, had been
received. The Chief Executive and Community Services Officer — Arts would draw
up an Action Plan which would be discussed with the members of the Town
Council’s Public Art Task Group.

The update was noted.

Events Update (Minute CS 78/24 and others)

An update was given on recent and planned community events in Corsham. This
included:

e Eco Fair - The Eco Fair took place in the town centre (pedestrian area only), in
the Digital Mansion Corsham car park and at The Pound on 26 April 2025, from
10am-2pm. There were 18 stalls, along with family arts and craft activities at
The Pound, with the Town Council’s Craft Stall, where young people could paint
bird boxes, also based there. The monthly Repair Café also took place at The
Pound on the same day. The annual Easter Trail, which linked to the Eco Fair
and featured 10 knitted hedgehogs hiding in shop windows, had just over 100
entries.

It was felt that the Eco Fair should continue as a standalone event rather than
being incorporated into the Summer Fete or Street Fair, for example, particularly
as no other town appeared to be doing anything similar. There was a suggestion
that the whole event could be held at Digital Mansion Corsham, using the rear
garden space. It was also felt that music should be added to next year’s Eco
Fair, perhaps via buskers or the Corsham Windband rather than having to use
the stage/PA set-up of larger events. Corsham Climate Action (CCA) had not
been as heavily involved as in previous years. As the Town Council
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representative for CCA, ClIr Ellis was happy to discuss the Eco Fair with
members at the next CCA meeting. There was also feedback from St Patrick’s
Roman Catholic Primary School who had held their annual Art Fair on the same
day as the Eco Fair and saw increased footfall as a result. The School would be
happy to run the event on the same day again in the future.

Summer Busking Saturdays - The Busking Saturdays had resumed on 3 May
and would run through the summer until 27 September. The project was being
coordinated by The Pound this year, as part of the Town Council’s support for
Pound Arts.

Taste of Corsham - The Town Council’s annual food festival took place on
Saturday 17 May, from 11am-4pm. Twenty-one stalls were in attendance, plus
some of the High Street businesses had stalls outside their premises, eg
Wellbeing Clinic and Woody’s Deli. The event took place in the High Street and
at Digital Mansion Corsham, which was also the location for the ‘Taste Stage’
where musician sourced by Pound Arts performed. The excellent weather
played a big part in the success of the event, meaning visitor numbers were
high and many of the stallholders sold out long before the end.

Moving Taste of Corsham from June to May seemed to work well, as did
starting at 11am rather than 10am, but a final decision on whether to keep the
event in May or not could be made once footfall numbers were known.

Middlewick House Open Garden - The Town Council was planning to have a
Visit Corsham stall at this event again, following on from a successful
attendance in 2024. The aim would be to promote Corsham as a place to visit,
either on the day or at another time. The event, which would take place on the 7
and 8 June 2025, was likely to attract a high number of visitors - 11,000 people
had visited last year. The organisers were hopeful that traffic congestion would
be eased this year as local landowners had agreed to grant access to traffic
coming to and from Chippenham, thus avoiding the issues on the A4 at the Hare
and Hounds.

Corsham Skatepark Group Event - ATB Shop, a Swindon-based skate and
scooter company, would be holding a free event at the skatepark at Springfield
Rec on 14 June, 11am-2pm. The event would be in support of the Corsham
Skatepark Group’s fundraising efforts, via donations and a raffle on the day.
ATB would be running workshops, games and competitions for under-16s. The
Head of Community Services was supporting the Head of Technical Services
and the Skatepark Group with the work to build a new skatepark in Corsham.

Street Fair - This year’s Street Fair would take place on Saturday 13
September, 12-4pm, in the High Street and at Digital Mansion Corsham, as in
previous years. Plans were at the early stages and would be discussed in more
detail at the Community Services Committee meeting in July.

Heritage Open Days — The Head of Community Services was helping to co-
ordinate Corsham’s involvement in this year’s Heritage Open Days (HODs),
which would run from 12-21 September. HODs is organised annually by the

National Trust. All events must be free to visitors/participants. The theme for
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2025 would be ‘Architecture’. Plans in Corsham included Corsham Almshouses
opening more often during the HODs period; St Bartholomew’s Church offering
guided tours; two themed walks run by members of Corsham Walking Festival;
two town centre walks led by local historian Julian Carosi, who was also
preparing a presentation on the history of the Town Hall as part of the Street
Fair on 13 September, which would mark the Town Council’s 25" anniversary
as well as being a HODs event; Stonewood Design, the architecture practice,
opening their ‘Delicious House’ offices to the public, and guided tours of
Hartham Park. Pound Arts would co-ordinate the box office for any ticketed
events and a brochure would be produced in July.

Clir Munn, as Chair of Community Services, asked that his thanks be passed on
to all the staff who had helped and supported the Town Council’s events this
year.

The update was noted.

11. Business Support Update (Minute CS 80/24 and others)

The Business Breakfast held at The Greenhouse at Wadswick Green on 14 May
2025 had been well received, with approximately 30 people in attendance. The
focus had been on older people, with presentations on the Age-friendly Employer
Pledge in support of older members of the workforce; Age Without Limits Day on 11
June and the work undertaken by writer Dawn Gorman to capture the working life
memories of residents in Corsham’s sheltered accommodation and care homes.
The next Business Breakfast would return Digital Mansion Corsham in September,
with a theme of supporting young people into work.

Clir Jarman had also hosted a Business Leaders Lunch at The Methuen Arms on 9
May, with seven businesses represented. Feedback from this event would be
discussed at July’s Community Services Committee meeting. An event for those
who worked from home was also being investigated.

The update was noted.

The meeting commenced at 7pm and closed at 8.22pm. There were no members of the public
present.



