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Corsham

TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Community Services Committee Meeting held at Corsham Town Hall

on Wednesday 23 July 2025

Present Councillor R Munn (Chair)
Councillors A Brown, D Jarman, A White
In Attendance Mrs S Thomas (Head of Community Services)

In Attendance Online ClIr T Ellis

CS 01/25

CS 02/25

CS 03/25

CS 04/25

CS 05/25

R Pomfrett (Stay Safe Initiative CIC)

Apologies

Apologies had been received from Councillors R Hopkinson, B Keeler, G McCaffery and
N Pocock.

Public Question Time and Petitions
There were none.

Declarations of Interest

There were none.

Matters arising from the Notes of the Community Services Committee Meeting
held on 21 May 2025.

There were none.

Grant Applications
One grant application had been received.

Digital Empowerment Programme/Boyz-2-Men Project — Richard Pomfrett of The
Stay Safe Initiative CIC was seeking a grant of £1,200 (project total £2,400) towards the
continued delivery of two projects at The Corsham School. The Town Council had
helped to fund both projects previously.

i) The Digital Empowerment Programme designed to equip secondary school students
(in Years 7 and 9) and their parents/carers with the knowledge and skills to navigate
the online world safely, positively and responsibly.

i) Boyz-2-Men, a short course designed to support the mental health of teenage boys
(delivered to a Year 8 cohort), promoting positive masculinity and preventing violence
against women and girls (VAWG).

Councillors were highly supportive of the application. Questions, comments and

suggestions included confirmation of the company’s status as an active CIC; a

testimonial from The Corsham School, shared with Clir Brown, about the importance of

Stay Safe’s work within the school community; how better to collect evaluation data; the

fact that the funding would cover Richard Pomfrett’s teaching time as well as resources
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CS 06/25

CS 07/25

CS 08/25

and course development, and a discussion as to what the next steps might be and how
this was always dictated by the needs of the school.

Resolved: That the Stay Safe Initiative CIC’s application for a grant of £1,200 towards
running its Digital Empowerment Programme and Boyz-2-Men courses at The Corsham
School be approved.

Community Wellbeing Update (Notes of the Informal Community Services Meeting
21 May 2025 - Item 6, Minute CS 72/24 and others)

The Committee was updated on the Town Council’'s community wellbeing activities,
including visits by the Community Wellbeing Officer to local groups and organisations
such as The Brunel Shed, Corsham Library, Corsham Foodbank, Citizens Advice
Wiltshire and Creative Lunch; the Town Council’s support for the Corsham Money
Advice Centre, run by trained volunteers at Corsham Baptist Church, and the latest
meeting of the Town Council’s Community Wellbeing Group, which met online on 8 July
and focused on young people, families and the provision available in Corsham during
the summer holidays.

The update was noted.

Corsham — An Age-friendly Community (Notes of the Informal Community
Services Meeting 21 May 2025 — Item 7, Minute CS 74/24 and others)

Clir Brown and the Head of Community Services updated the Committee on the latest
steps towards Corsham joining the Age-friendly Communities Framework developed by
the World Health Organisation. Following the survey run in February/March 2025, and
which received 208 responses, the Town Council’'s Age-Friendly Group would be
meeting on 29 July to discuss the findings and use them to create an Age-friendly
Strategy and Year One Action Plan.

The Age Without Limits Day, held at The Pound Arts Centre on 11 June, was also
discussed. The event was part of a national scheme, and funded by grants from the
Centre for Ageing Better and the Town Council. Co-ordinated by Sarah Gilmartin, who
runs Creative Lunch and other projects in the town, the event saw a number of activities
at The Pound, such as Tai Chi, a Silent Disco and a mini spa, designed to question the
stereotypical views of older people. Feedback had been excellent and it was hoped that
Age Without Limits Day would become an annual event in Corsham.

The update was noted.

StoryTown (Notes of the Informal Community Services Meeting 21 May 2025 —
Item 8, Minute CS 75/24 and others)

The Committee was updated on the progress of the various projects linked to the Town
Council’'s StoryTown initiative.

Following the successful schools’ sharing event at the Town Hall, co-ordinator Marnie
Forbes-Eldridge had created a display of the children’s work at Corsham Library.
Children’s author Emily Randall-Jones, who had been part of the sharing event, would
be giving a free author talk at the Library on 5 August.

The Late Lord Methuen’s Charitable Trust (LLMCT) had again funded book tokens that
had gone out with the Corsham Foodbank summer holiday food parcels delivered to
schools for distribution to their particularly vulnerable families. The LLMCT was keen to
support the National Year of Reading in 2026 and a meeting had been arranged to
discuss this in more detail.

The update was noted.



CS 09/25

CS 10/25

Public Art Projects (Notes of the Informal Community Services Meeting 21 May
2025 - Item 9, Minute CS 76/24 and others)

The Committee was updated on the Town Council’s public art projects.

i) Potley and Portland Rise Art Community Project (PACT)

The land transfer licence for the piece of land at Valley Road/Pockeridge Drive (near
Tramways) had now been received from Wiltshire Council meaning that PACT could
move into its final stages. Public consultation on the two potential designs was currently
taking place, with residents able to vote on their final choice (either online or via a paper
form to be posted at The Brunel Shed). There had been some comments from residents
in Tramways who did not feel they had been informed of the project, but the Town
Council had prepared a response should any of them get in contact. Voting would close
on 7 August 2025.

i) Cross Keys Plinth

The Corsham School’s sheep had been collected, and preparations were underway for
it to be installed on the plinth. It was hoped this would take place in early August. The
Neston School’s sheep had also been completed and the next model to be painted
would be delivered to Corsham Regis in September.

iii) Michael Pennie Sculptures

An Action Plan on progressing the project over the next 12 months had been created. A
meeting had also been held with Russ Tunney, Creative Director, and Claire Todd,
Visual Arts Officer, at The Pound Arts Centre to ensure the project would progress
following Russ Tunney’s departure in August.

iv) Peacock Arts Trail

The Committee was also updated on the plans to support this year’'s Peacock Arts Trail.
Four artists would be in residence at the Town Hall. Entries for the Youth Art
Competition had been received from two schools, with the others chased before the
summer holidays. Jonny and Ed Sanders would be asked to judge. The Area Board-
funded workshops with SEND groups at locations on the Trail (at The Corsham School,
Silverwood School - Rowde Campus, Chippenham’s Riverbank Centre and the Wiltshire
Inclusive Playgroup at Springfield Community Campus) would take place during
July/August. The Town Council would again host the launch of the Peacock Arts Trail,
with this taking place on Friday 3 October, 7-9pm.

The update was noted.

The Committee was also asked to approve the draft Terms of Reference for the Town
Council’s Public Art Task Group.

Resolved: That the draft Terms of Reference for the Town Council’s Public Art Task
Group be approved.

Events Update (Notes of the Informal Community Services Meeting 21 May 2025 —
Item 10, Minute CS 78/24 and others)

Middlewick House Open Garden (7/8 June 2025) — The Town Council had a stall at
the Middlewick House Open Garden, run in support of Wiltshire and Bath Air Ambulance
and the Bobby Van Trust. Interactions with visitors included promoting Corsham as a
place to visit and highlighting places to eat and/or drink both for visitors and the
volunteers working at the event. The Town Council was also due to meet with the
organisers to discuss the car-parking and traffic issues caused at this year’s event by
the huge increase in visitor numbers on the Sunday.

Corsham Skatepark Group/ATB Shop Event (14 June 2025) — The Head of
Community Services, working alongside the Head of Technical Services, had organised
an event with Swindon-based ATB Shop at the skatepark as a fund-raiser for the
Corsham Skatepark Group. Approximately 40 children enjoyed a free scooter workshop,
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CS 11/25

CS 12/25

including games and prizes. The feedback from ATB had been excellent and they were
very keen to return to Corsham, potentially with an indoor activities event over the
Christmas period. ATB would apply for external funding and were optimistic that this
would be approved, but the outcome of their application would not be known until
September/October.

Street Fair (13 September 2025) — Plans were moving ahead with this year’s Street
Fair. The road closure had been approved; toilets, First Aid and bins were organised,
and 36 stalls had booked to attend. It was hoped that music would be provided by
younger performers with the suggestion that music therapist Will Lawton be approached
to see whether of any of the young people he worked with would be interested in

playing.

Heritage Open Days (12-21 September 2025) — The Head of Community Services
was working with representatives from Corsham Almshouses, St Bartholomew’s Church
and Corsham Walking Festival to put on a series of events for this year’s national
Heritage Open Days (HODs). The theme for this year was Architecture. All HODs
events must be free to attend. In Corsham, the Almshouses would be open on
additional days (Monks Chapel would also open to coincide with the Almshouses); St
Bartholmew’s would run guided tours of the church; local historian Julian Carosi would
be at the Town Hall during the Street Fair with a display on the history of the building
(also to coincide with the Town Council’'s 25" anniversary) and would also lead two town
centre walks; Stonewood Design would open to the public to share the development of
‘Delicious House’ on the High Street, and Corsham Walking Festival would lead two
themed walks. Information and booking details were already on the HODs website and
a leaflet would be produced.

The Town Council had also received a suggestion from a resident that Corsham should
hold a ‘Festival of Transport’ along the lines of an event held in Faversham in Kent. The
Committee discussed the suggestion but decided, given the number of classic car
events held in the area (at Middlewick House, Bowood, Hartham Park, Castle Combe
etc), and the logistics involved in organising such an event, that this was not something
for the Town Council to add to its current calendar of events. The idea of incorporating a
‘Cherished Vehicle’ element to the Summer Fete was suggested and this will be
investigated further for 2026’s event.

The update was noted.

Business Support Update Events Update (Notes of the Informal Community
Services Meeting 21 May 2025 — Item 11, Minute CS 80/24 and others)

Councillors were updated on the plans for the next Business Breakfast, which would be
held at Digital Mansion Corsham (DMC) on 23 September 2025. The Breakfast would
focus on supporting young people into work and it was hoped that guest speakers from
The Corsham School and Wiltshire Council would attend.

It was also hoped that a specific networking event or lunch could be held for those who
work from home, following on from the Business Leaders Lunch held in May

The update was noted.

Tourism Update and Destination Marketing and Management Plan 2025 — Year
One Action Plan

Tourism Update — The Head of Community Services updated the Committee on how
the Town Council would be working with the newly-established Wiltshire Local Visitor
Enterprise Partnership (LVEP). Visit Wiltshire would be the lead partner/delivery body
and accountable body for the LVEP. An Advisory Board had been set up, which would
be made up of representatives from both the private and public sector, all of whom
would contribute to the LVEPs core funding requirements. Corsham would be
represented at Advisory Board meetings by either the Chief Executive or Head of



Community Services. Visit England would also have a seat on the Board to help ensure
activity was aligned with national requirements and best practice.

The LVEP’s objectives included operating at a strategic level to help shape and develop
Wiltshire tourism activity and grow Wiltshire’s visitor economy; to present a Wiltshire
tourism strategic partnership that could unlock national, regional and local funding and
support for tourism initiatives, and to support and maximise benefit from the
Government’s national tourism strategy and VisitBritain/VisitEngland initiatives relevant
to Wiltshire.

Along with other major market towns, Corsham Town Council had allocated £5,000 of
its Destination Marketing budget in 2025/26 towards funding the LVEP.

Destination Marketing and Management Plan 2025 — Draft Year One Action Plan —
Following approval of the Town Council’s Destination Marketing and Management Plan
at the Community Services Committee Meeting held on 19 March 2025 (Minute CS
79/24), a draft Year One Action Plan had been created for 2025/26. The four strategic
objectives of the Action Plan were to increase visitor numbers by 20% over five years;
enhance visitor satisfaction and experience; promote sustainable tourism practice and
support local businesses.

The Committee was asked to approve the draft Destination Marketing and Management
Plan 2025 — Year One Action Plan.

Resolved: That the draft Destination Marketing and Management Plan 2025 — Year
One Action Plan be approved.

The meeting commenced at 7pm and closed at 8.55pm. There were no members of the public present.

CHAIR DATE



