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Corsham

TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Community Services Committee Meeting held at Corsham Town Hall

on Wednesday 24 September 2025

Present Councillor R Munn (Chair)
Councillors A Brown, R Hopkinson, G McCaffery, N Pocock, V Steadman,
A White

In Attendance Mrs R Holtom (Trustee, Wiltshire Scrapstore and Resource Centre)

Ms S Leigh (Community Services Officer — Arts)
Mrs S Thomas (Head of Community Services)

In Attendance Online Clir T Ellis

CS 13/25

CS 14/25

CS 15/25

CS 16/25

CS 17/25

Apologies

Apologies had been received from Councillors D Jarman and B Keeler.
Public Question Time and Petitions

There were none.

Declarations of Interest

There were none.

Matters arising from the Notes of the Community Services Committee Meeting
held on 23 July 2025.

There were none.

Grant Applications
One grant application had been received.

Wiltshire Scrapstore and Resource Centre— Wiltshire Scrapstore was seeking £1,900
towards a project to supply children from disadvantaged families in Corsham with a
Christmas craft box to help them get creative during the Christmas holidays. The project
would run in partnership with the local primary schools (Corsham Primary — Pound Pill
and Broadwood sites, Corsham Regis, St Patrick’s and Neston), and a total of 190
boxes would be produced.

Councillors were highly supportive of the application. Questions, comments and
suggestions included recognition of the fact that the boxes would benefit parents as well
as the children; the involvement of the Scrapstore’s volunteers and information on how
the families had been selected (via Pupil Premium/free school meal eligibility). A
question was raised regarding the Scrapstore’s funding reserves, but it was established
that the amount held in reserve was a legal requirement and funding for the project
would not be available via that budget stream.

Resolved: That the Wiltshire Scrapstore and Resource Centre’s application for a grant
of £1,900 towards Christmas craft boxes for local children be approved.
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CS 18/25

CS 19/25

CS 20/25

CS 21/25

Community Wellbeing Update (Minute CS 06/25 others)

The Committee was updated on the Town Council’s community wellbeing activities,
including visits by the Community Wellbeing Officer to local groups and organisations
such as the Living Well Team, Corsham Chronics (a support group for people living with
chronic health conditions), Corsham Library, Corsham Foodbank and Corsham
Community Club. The next meeting of the Community Wellbeing Group would take
place online on Tuesday 25 November 2025, with a focus on the older population and
the provision of warm spaces this winter.

The update was noted.
Corsham — An Age-friendly Community (Minute CS 07/25 and others)

Clir Brown and the Head of Community Services updated the Committee on the latest
steps towards Corsham becoming an Age-friendly Community. The Town Council was
now an official Age-Friendly Employer and had helped the Centre for Ageing Better to
create an Age-Friendly Guide for Town and Parish Councils.

The update was noted.

An Age-friendly Action Plan for 2025-2026 had been created, based on the outcomes of
the survey held earlier in the year, which the Committee was asked to approve.
Highlights from the survey would be promoted to residents and businesses via the
autumn edition of the Town Council’s Newsletter, due out w/c 6 October.

Resolved: That the 2025-2026 Age-friendly Action Plan be approved.
StoryTown (Minute CS 08/25 and others)

The Committee was updated on the progress of the various projects linked to the Town
Council’s StoryTown initiative.

The Late Lord Methuen’s Charitable Trust (LLMCT) had again funded book tokens that
had gone out with the Corsham Foodbank summer holiday food parcels delivered to
schools for distribution to their particularly vulnerable families. The tokens could be used
at The Corsham Bookshop. Uptake had increased slightly but there was still work to do
to encourage more families to make use of them.

The LLMCT was also keen to support the National Year of Reading in 2026. An initial
meeting had been held, with the intention of involving other stakeholders (Corsham
Library, The Corsham Bookshop, The Pound Arts Centre, etc) in due course. It was
suggested that contact be made with Wiltshire’s Library Service to see what plans they
had in place for 2026. Local schools had also been contacted, asking for their
suggestions on activities they would like to see.

The update was noted.
Public Art Projects (Minute CS 09/25 and others)

The Committee was updated on the Town Council’s public art projects.

i) Potley and Portland Rise Art Community Project (PACT)

Public consultation on the two potential designs had closed on 7 August 2025 with a
clear winner (70% of the votes). Fabrication was now underway. The Head of Technical
Services and Community Services Officer — Arts were due to undertake a site visit,
along with the artists, to inspect the concrete plinth already in place for the artwork.

i) Cross Keys Plinth

The Corsham School’s sheep had been installed on the plinth and would stay in situ
until at least the end of the year. The Neston School’s sheep had also been completed
and the next model to be painted had been delivered to Corsham Regis.
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CS 22/25

iii) Michael Pennie Sculptures

A revised version of the Action Plan for progressing the Pennie sculpture trail was
awaited from Pound Arts. Once this had been received it would be shared with the
members of the Public Art Task Group for discussion and a decision on next steps.

iv) Peacock Arts Trail

The Committee was also updated on the plans to support this year’s Peacock Arts Trail
(4-12 October). Four artists would be in residence at the Town Hall. Entries for the
Youth Art Competition would be displayed, as would the work created by local SEND
groups (from The Corsham School, Silverwood School - Rowde Campus,
Chippenham’s Riverbank Centre and the Wiltshire Inclusive Playgroup at Springfield
Community Campus) at Area Board-funded workshops held during the summer. The
Town Council would again host the launch of the Peacock Arts Trail, with this taking
place on Friday 3 October, 7-9pm.

The update was noted.

Events Update (Minute CS 10/25 and others)
The Head of Community Services reported on the Town Council’s events.

Street Fair (13 September 2025) — Unfortunately, due to the forecast for 30mph+
gusting winds and the risk of gazebos lifting and causing injury to passers-by, the Head
of Community Services and Head of Technical Services had taken the decision, on 12
September, to cancel the Street Fair. (Official guidance states that gazebos should not
be erected in winds above 25mph.) All stallholders, performers, volunteers, etc, were
contacted; sighage was produced for the High Street to announce the cancellation, and
the news was posted on both the Town Council’'s website and social media. BBC
Wiltshire was also asked to announce the cancellation. The stallholders were very
understanding of the decision and there had been a minimal negative reaction from
residents, both in person and on social media. Due to lack of time and deteriorating
weather conditions going into the autumn, the event would not be rescheduled.

Heritage Open Days (12-21 September 2025) — The Head of Community Services had
worked with representatives from Corsham Almshouses, St Bartholomew’s Church and
Corsham Walking Festival to put on a series of events for this year’s national Heritage
Open Days (HODs). The theme for 2025 had been Architecture. In Corsham, the
Almshouses had opened on additional days (Monks Chapel also opened to coincide
with the Aimshouses); St Bartholmew’s ran guided tours of the church; local historian
Julian Carosi had put on a display on the history of the Town Hall to coincide with the
Town Council’'s 25" anniversary (unfortunately, this was impacted by the cancellation of
the Street Fair) and had also led two town centre walks; Stonewood Design had opened
to the public to share the development of ‘Delicious House’ on the High Street, and
Corsham Walking Festival had led two themed walks. Although distribution of the HODs
leaflet produced was limited with the Street Fair being cancelled, initial numbers had
been good and comparable to 2024. A wash-up meeting would take place on 3 October.

Skate Antics (27 September 2025) — The Head of Community Services and Head of
Technical Services continued to support the Corsham Skatepark Project Group with
fundraising and promotion. Following on from the success of the event held in
conjunction with local skateboard company Route One in 2024, another Skate Antics
event was due to take place on 27 September. This would use the rear car park of
Springfield Community Campus and would run from 12-6pm. The event would be free,
but the Skatepark Group would have the opportunity to monetise it via donations, raffles
and games.

Wishing Tree (29 November 2025) — Following the Wishing Tree’s move to the Chapel
Garden (between Co-Op and Grounded) in 2024 due to the building works for the new
hotel, it had been decided to continue to use that central location in 2025 as it had
worked so well. The event would take place from 10am-1pm as usual, and the Corsham
and Colerne Military Wives Choir would be performing Christmas tunes next to the tree.
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CS 23/25

CS 24/25

CS 25/25

Christmas Lights Switch On (5 December 2025) — Plans were underway for this
year’s Christmas Lights event. Over 30 stalls were already booked as was Father
Christmas; event logistics (bins, First Aid, etc) were sorted; the road closure application
had been sent to Wiltshire Council and two local bands — The Clones and The
Shingalings — had been booked to perform either side of 6pm when the lights would go
on. The Christmas Window competition would have a theme of Christmas Music and
would be judged on Wednesday 3 December by Clirs Brown, Ellis and Munn.

The update was noted.
Business Support Update (Minute CS 11/25 and others)

The Town Council’s latest Business Breakfast had taken place on 23 September at
Digital Mansion Corsham. The theme had been based around supporting young people
into work, with speakers from The Corsham School talking about careers fairs, work
experience opportunities and apprenticeships, and members of Wiltshire Council’s
Wiltshire Employment Support Team & Supported Internships, Employment and
Community Skills highlighting how businesses could support young people with special
educational needs and disabilities (SEND). Further information on a series of events for
Year 7s at The Corsham School had been sent to all businesses on the Town Council’s
database following the Business Breakfast.

The update was noted.
Tourism Update (Minute CS 12/25 and others)

The Head of Community Services updated the Committee on the latest tourism work
being undertaken. On 23 September, the Head of Community Services had taken part
in a ‘virtual tourism marketplace’ which linked destinations on the Great West Way with
travel organisers (both for groups and independent travellers) in the UK, Europe and the
US. The all-day event, had involved 17 online meetings with businesses wanting to find
out more about Corsham as a destination. Contact would be made with those asking for
more information.

The Head of Community Services was due to attend an in-person Great West Way
follow-up event in Hungerford on 25 September. Corsham would also be part of a Visit
Wiltshire familiarisation visit for group travel organisers on 12 October and would attend
a Wiltshire Showcase event at Stourhead on 13 October.

The update was noted.
Staffing Update

On 29 September 2025, Harriet Peacock would be joining the Town Hall team as the
new Tourism and Events Officer. Harriet had been working as the Marketing and
Communications Officer at Chippenham Town Council and having also organised
events in the past would bring a great deal of relevant experience to the role.

The update was noted.

The meeting commenced at 7pm and closed at 8.24pm. There were no members of the public present.

CHAIR DATE



