
10 

 

 

 
 

Minutes of the Community Services Committee Meeting held at Corsham Town Hall 
on Wednesday 26 November 2025 

 
 Present    Councillor R Munn (Chair) 

Councillors A Brown, V Steadman 

 In Attendance  Mrs S Jefferys (Head of Community Services) 
     Ms S Leigh (Community Services Officer – Arts) 
     D Martin (Chief Executive) 
     Ms H Peacock (Community Services Officer – Tourism and Events) 
     
 In Attendance Online S Gilmartin (iID/My Space) 
     Cllr A White (Committee Member) 
      
      
CS 26/25 Apologies 

Apologies had been received from Councillors R Hopkinson, D Jarman and B Keeler. 

CS 27/25 Public Question Time and Petitions 

   There were none.    

CS 28/25  Declarations of Interest 
 
 There were none.  
 
CS 29/25 Matters arising from the Notes of the Community Services Committee Meeting 

held on 24 September 2025. 

 There were none.  

CS 30/25 Grant Applications  
  

One grant application had been received. 
 
iID/My Space – iID was seeking £2,000 towards the running of its My Space wellbeing 
group for young people at The Corsham School. (Funding had already been granted by 
Corsham Area Board.) The group used dance movement psychotherapy to help build 
confidence, communication and self-esteem. The focus would be on supporting those 
Year 8 students (aged 12-13), identified by the school, who were struggling with their 
mental health and suffering from anxiety, low mood and feelings of isolation. As the year 
progressed, My Space would work with Year 7s (aged 11-12). Each group would run in 
10-week blocks with, for one term, an additional group – for those who had completed 
the 10-week programme – that would work towards creating a performance piece based 
around issues the students wanted to explore. It was hoped this would be performed for 
invited parents and peers initially but could be included in a community dance platform 
at The Pound.  

 Questions, comments and suggestions from Councillors included asking to see the data 
regarding improved attendance and grades from those who had already benefitted from 
My Space; offering support for applications to other funding bodies, such as Children in 



11 

 

Need and Comic Relief and encouraging The Corsham School to write a testimonial 
highlighting the difference My Space was making to those students taking part.  

Resolved: That the iID application for a grant of £2,000 to support the running of the My 
Space project at The Corsham School be approved. 

CS 31/25 Community Wellbeing Update (Minute CS 18/25 others)  

The Committee was updated on the Town Council’s community wellbeing activities, 
including visits by the Community Wellbeing Officer to local groups and organisations 
such as Creative Lunch, Corsham Library, Corsham Community Club, Warrington 
Lodge and Boogie Beats (a music group for babies and toddlers held in the care home), 
Hungerford House and Corsham Foodbank.  
 
The Community Wellbeing Officer had also been in discussions with local care company 
Home Instead regarding the running of ‘Techy Teas’ to offer support to older/vulnerable 
people about using their phones, tablets, etc, and how to stay safe online. It was felt 
that the Town Council could do more with this line of work and the suggestion was 
made that some kind of support event could be held, possibly at Corsham Library, and 
that this should include information on scams, which were becoming an increasing 
problem. 
 
Cllr Brown explained about Wiltshire Council’s Corsham Community Food Ladder 
meeting, which had brought local organisations that provide food support together to 
discuss how best to build long-term food poverty resilience in the area. Funding of 
£7,000 had been earmarked to support projects working towards this aim, and both 
Souper Friday and the Corsham Foodbank had applied. Cllr Brown also revealed that, 
due to staffing reasons, the future of Corsham Community Club (3Cs) was uncertain.  
 
Work was progressing on the community allotment, which would utilise an unwanted 
Town Council plot at Priory Cross. It was likely that Corsham Baptist Church would be 
taking this on. 
 
The Town Council’s Warm Spaces leaflet, which collated all the information about the 
warm spaces available in the town through the winter (eg at St Aldhelm’s Church, The 
Pound Arts Centre, Corsham Library, etc), was being updated for 2025 and would be 
shared as soon as possible.  
 
The update was noted.   

CS 32/25 Corsham – An Age-friendly Community (Minute CS 19/25 and others)  

Cllr Brown and the Head of Community Services updated the Committee on the latest 
steps towards Corsham becoming an Age-friendly Community. The Town Council’s 
Age-friendly Corsham Group would be meeting in January to discuss the Action Plan for 
2025-2026 and the next steps/priorities.  

The update was noted.  

CS 33/25 StoryTown (Minute CS 20/25 and others) 

 The Committee was updated on the progress of the various projects linked to the Town 
Council’s StoryTown initiative.  

National Year of Reading 2026 – The Arts Officer continued to work with the trustees 
of the Late Lord Methuen’s Charitable Trust (LLMCT) on the plans to support the 
National Year of Reading in 2026. All the local schools had been contacted for their 
suggestions, and ideas for projects so far included author visits, school library 
improvements and dyslexia resources. Discussions with LLMCT were ongoing and a 
decision on the funding available from the charity was due to be made in the near 
future. 
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Stories of the High Street – This project, co-produced with support and funding from 
Bath Spa University’s Story Arcs initiative, was reaching fruition, with 25 stories due to 
launch on the Town Council’s website on 27 November. Postcards featuring snippets of 
the stories had been produced, with packs being delivered to those participating 
businesses to share with customers. Window stickers featuring a QR code which would 
take people to the website would also be distributed. The Tourism and Events Officer 
was planning a number of social media posts and press releases would be sent out by 
Jenny Hulme, our Story Associate who had run all the interviews, to the national, local 
and specialist press. 
 
The update was noted. 
 

CS 34/25 Public Art Projects (Minute CS 21/25 and others) 

 The Committee was updated on the Town Council’s public art projects. 

 Potley and Portland Rise Art Community Project (PACT) –The project had been 
delayed due to the fabricators suffering a house fire, but it was hoped that the final piece 
would be ready in January. 

 Cross Keys Plinth – Neston School’s sheep was waiting to be varnished; Corsham 
Regis’ sheep had been delivered ready for the school to choose a design and paint it, 
and the next sheep had been ordered.  

 Michael Pennie Sculptures – Members of the Town Council’s Public Art Task Group 
(PATG) had visited the sculpture storage facility to see them in detail and make 
informed decisions about locations. It was now hoped that the first outdoor sculpture 
would be installed in the garden at the Almshouses. PATG member Cllr Ward, who was 
also a trustee at the Almshouses, was leading on this particular element. Other indoor 
locations under consideration were The Pound Arts Centre and Digital Mansion 
Corsham. 

 Peacock Arts Trail – The Peacock Arts Trail (4-12 October) had seen four artists in 
residence at the Town Hall, with an increase in visitors from 2025, and an increase in 
sales. The Youth Art Competition had again proved to be very successful. The 
workshops, funded by the Area Board, for young people and adults with special 
educational needs and disabilities had seen the creation of a variety of artworks which 
were also on display at the Town Hall. Members of some of the groups involved had 
come on visits to see their work in situ. 

The update was noted.  
 

CS 35/25 Events Update (Minute CS 21/25 and others) 

 The Head of Community Services reported on the Town Council’s events.  

Skate Antics (27 September 2025) – Run as a fund-raiser for the Corsham Skatepark 
Group, this was the second annual Skate Antics event, led by the skateboard company 
Route One. The free event took place in the rear car park of Springfield Community 
Campus, with two food stalls present, running from 12-6pm with the day split into 
workshop and free-skate sections to allow for skaters of all ages and abilities to take 
part. The group made £315 on the day. 

Wishing Tree (29 November 2025) – The annual Wishing Tree event would be held in 
the Chapel Garden (between Co-Op and Grounded). Following its move in 2024 due to 
the building works for the new hotel, it had been decided to continue to use the location 
in 2025 as it had worked so well. The event would take place from 10am-1pm as usual, 
and the Corsham and Colerne Military Wives Choir would be performing Christmas 
tunes next to the tree. 

Christmas Lights Switch On (5 December 2025) – Plans were going well for this 
year’s Christmas Lights event. Thirty-nine stalls had booked a space; Father Christmas 
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would be in his grotto; event logistics (bins, First Aid, etc) were sorted; the road closure 
application had been approved by Wiltshire Council and two local bands – The Clones 
and The Shingalings – had been booked to perform on the Town Hall stage either side 
of 6pm when the lights would go on. At the other end of the High Street, a school choir 
made up of pupils from Heywood and Corsham Regis would perform at 3.30pm, 
followed by the Rock Choir at 4.20pm and Corsham Windband at 5pm. The Christmas 
Window competition would have a theme of Christmas Music and would be judged on 
Wednesday 3 December by Cllrs Brown, Ellis and Munn.  

Town of Culture 2028 – The Chief Executive and Head of Community Services also 
updated the Committee on the government’s new plans to run a competition to find the 
national Town of Culture 2028. Targeted at small- and medium-sized towns, the winning 
town would be awarded £3.5m to help them deliver a cultural programme during the 
summer of 2028. Shortlisted towns would receive £60,000 to help deliver their full bids 
for the competition.  

Wiltshire Council had indicated that it would lend support and staff to help an application 
but may have to run its own selection process should more than one Wiltshire town 
want to be considered.  

The Committee agreed that Corsham should consider submitting an Expression of 
Interest when applications opened, and that this plan should be raised at Full Council. 
Discussions would also be held with Pound Arts and Bath Spa University to gauge their 
interest in being part of an initial Corsham bid.  

The update was noted. 

CS 36/25 Event Dates for 2026 

The Committee was asked to approve the following suggested dates for Town Council 
Events in 2026: 

  Eco Fair – 10am-2pm, Saturday 18 April 2026 

  Taste of Corsham – 11am-4pm, Saturday 16 May 2026 

 Summer Fete – 11am-3pm, Saturday 4 July 2026  

Street Fair – 12-4pm, Saturday 12 September 2026 

Wishing Tree – 10am-1pm, Saturday 28 November 2026 

Christmas Lights Switch On – 3-7.30pm, Friday 4 December 2026 

Resolved: That the event dates for 2026 be approved. 

CS 37/25 Tourism Update (Minute CS 24/25 and others) 

The Head of Community Services and Tourism and Events Officer updated the 
Committee on the latest tourism work being undertaken. Following the Great West Way 
‘virtual tourism marketplace’ on 23 September and the in-person follow-up event in 
Hungerford on 25 September, which linked destinations on the Great West Way with 
travel organisers (both for groups and independent travellers) in the UK, Europe and the 
US, contact had been made with all the businesses asking for further details about 
Corsham’s tourism offering. It was hoped that Corsham would be featured in tours and 
itineraries in 2026 and 2027 as a result.  

The Head of Community Services and Tourism and Events Officer had welcomed a 
party of group travel organisers to Corsham on 12 October, as part of a Visit Wiltshire 
familiarisation visit. The town had been well-received, with interest in bringing groups to 
visit in the future. Further connections were made at a Wiltshire Showcase event at 
Stourhead on 13 October. 
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The Tourism and Events Officer was planning a Visit Corsham social media campaign, 
as well as a review and update of the Visit Corsham website, in time for Easter, and the 
start of the tourism season. 

The Chief Executive updated the Committee on the Visit Wiltshire Local Visitor 
Economy Partnership (LVEP). This had now been officially formed after some doubts as 
to whether it would happen due to Wiltshire Council previously removing its support and 
funding for Visit Wiltshire, public funding being one of the criteria needed by Visit 
Britain/Visit England (VB/VE) for the formation of an LVEP. 

Financial support from various Wiltshire towns, including £5,000 from Corsham, and 
support from Wiltshire Council, meant the LVEP was now formally recognised by 
VB/VE. This also meant Wiltshire was able to benefit from government funding, visitor 
data and inclusion in VB/VE’s national and international promotional material.  

As a result of its funding, Corsham had a place on the LVEP Board. A Destination 
Management Plan for Wiltshire was planned with a brief going out to tender which would 
be arranged by Visit Wiltshire, Wiltshire Council and the Board. 

The update was noted. 

CS 38/25  Community Services Budget 2026/27 

 The Committee was asked to consider the draft proposals for the Community Services 
budget for the next financial year. 

 The Chief Executive reported that, as well as the allocated budget for 2026/27, there 
was approximately £64,000 in Earmarked Reserves allocated to Community Services 
budget streams and projects, as well as funding within the Strategic Plan budget. 

 Resolved 

 That the draft proposals for the Community Services budget for 2026/27 be supported. 

 

The meeting commenced at 7pm and closed at 8.32pm. There were no members of the public present. 

 

 

____________________                                        ____________________ 

     CHAIR                  DATE 


