
 

 

 

 

Town Hall, High Street, Corsham, Wiltshire SN13 0EZ 

Tel: 01249 702130            Email: towncouncil@corsham.gov.uk        www.corsham.gov.uk 

8 July 2022 

To:                Councillors: S Abbott, H Belcher, A Crockford, N Farmer, R Hopkinson, T Smith. 
                    Others: B Pearce, P Tapscott, P Whalley. 
           
Dear Councillor/Group Member 

A meeting of the Corsham Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group will take place 

online via MS Teams on Thursday 14 July 2022, commencing at 7.00pm.  

Press and Public – To observe the meeting online, please click here or email 
kgilby@corsham.gov.uk for instructions. If you have any questions or wish to petition the Town 
Council as per Agenda item 2, please refer to the guidance on our website 
(https://www.corsham.gov.uk/meetings/fullcouncil.php).  
 

Yours sincerely 

 

David J Martin 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

 
AGENDA 

 
1. Apologies 
 
2. Public Question Time and Petitions 
 
3. Declarations of Interest 
 

To receive any Declaration(s) of Interest under Corsham Town Council’s Code of Conduct 
issued in accordance with the Localism Act 2011. 

 
4. Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group Meeting held on 31 

March 2022 - for approval.  
 
5. Matters arising from the above minutes. 
 
6. Mining Concerns – In March 2022, Councillor A Crockford raised a query with Wiltshire 

Councillor Nick Botterill: Corsham Town Council is putting together its neighbourhood plan 
and I want to ensure we do not include areas for development on top of working quarries. I 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZGI3N2M0MWMtN2ZiMS00NjFkLWEzZWQtNTU5M2VhNDNhOWFm%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2272394fea-7731-4739-98f1-43ec4b9cf727%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%224dc2469f-da94-4f04-be18-1d42a3ce5081%22%7d
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recall something relating to working quarries that stopped Gladman, but to reinforce my 
case could you point me in the direction of the regulations that relate to this? 
 
The response from W Cllr Nick Botterill, Cabinet Member for Finance, Development 
Management and Strategic Planning, regarding sites affected by mining states: 

 
With regard to your queries please see below an update from planning officers - 
  
The recent Gladman appeal concerned conditions imposed on a planning permission for 
residential and office development that sought to: 
 

a. protect the living conditions of future residents of the site from noise and vibration 
resulting from underground mineral workings beneath the site, and 

b. address a concern that the scheme could have the effect of sterilising minerals under 
the site. 
 

Ultimately, Gladman could not guarantee – through the design of the foundations for the 
buildings – that noise and vibration levels would not exceed acceptable limits. 
  
Regarding your second point the current Development Plan includes policies (set out in the 
documents that comprise the ‘Minerals Plan’) that designate all permitted quarries (either 
active or dormant) and land within 1km as ‘Mineral Safeguarding Areas’. Paragraph 212 of 
the NPPF states that local planning authorities should not normally permit other 
development proposals in Mineral Safeguarding Areas if it might constrain potential future 
use for mineral working. 
  
Best practice guidance advises that local planning authorities should take account of 
minerals safeguarding when preparing their local plans, as should bodies preparing 
neighbourhood plans. Consultation with the mineral planning authority will help identify 
potential issues and conflicts with minerals policies. However, the Gladman appeal decision 
serves as a useful example of the issues that would need to be addressed when allocating 
areas for development around Wiltshire’s Building Stone quarries. 
 
- For consideration/action. 

 
7. Letter to Landowners – The letter to landowners had been sent on 7 June (copy attached). 

The Chief Executive will outline the responses received. 
 

- For information/discussion.  
 

8. Meeting with Box Parish Council - An online meeting took place on 7 April 2022. Cllrs H 
Belcher, N Farmer and R Hopkinson represented the NP D and M Group. Box PC was at 
least 18 months way from a referendum on its Neighbourhood Plan. A further meeting 
would be arranged.  
 

- For information.  
 

9. Local Plan Review Response – At the previous meeting it was agreed to: 
 

i) To continue seeking a masterplan for sites 3 and 4 

ii) That work on the constraints map should proceed 

iii) To contact Wiltshire Council regarding our concerns that the housing figure 
for Corsham may be too high considering the changed circumstances. 

 



 

Actions taken to address these points: 

i) The Finance and Planning Officer contacted our Link Officer regarding the 
possibility of a masterplan for sites 3 and 4. The response was - In terms of 
masterplanning for Sites 3 and 4, we are still in the process of doing the site 
selection work so it is too early to say whether we will be taking sites 3 and 4 
forward and for any specific masterplanning to take place. However, if those sites 
are taken forward, there may be an opportunity then for the Town Council to play a 
role in masterplanning.  
 

ii) The first draft of the constraints map had been drawn up. The Finance and Planning 
Officer would update the group on progress so far with the map.  

 

iii) The Finance and Planning Officer had sent the following to our Link Officer - We 
would be grateful for any housing figures as soon as they are available. Given that 
you have indicated that the figure for Corsham is likely to rise; that going forward 
only sites which are within or adjacent to the settlement boundary will count towards 
Corsham’s numbers and the Town Council’s earlier response to the Local Plan 
review which effectively removes sites 1, 2 and 6, there are concerns within the 
Town Council that even the existing figure is too high given the constraints. 
 
The response was - Work on the housing figures including a brownfield target is still 
ongoing and we’re not yet ready to share revised figures with you. Our Regulation 
19 consultation is scheduled for later this year, and it won’t be until nearer that time 
that we can share details of the figure with you.  

The Finance and Planning Officer had also asked if site 6 would be adversely affected (and 

possibly excluded from consideration) due to mining beneath the site.  

Our Link Officer’s response was - For site 6, the Sustainability Appraisal acknowledges the 

site is an area known to have mines below and is covered by a Mineral Safeguarding Area. 

It goes on to say development of this site is not considered likely to lead to the significant 

sterilisation of mineral resources and because the site is next to existing residential areas 

there may be some buffering potentially for underground workings. So far, I haven’t explored 

this any further, because after giving it further thought, this is a small site and not 

necessarily large enough to be considered strategic in nature and to be allocated in the 

Local Plan. It may be better suited as a site to consider as part of any Neighbourhood Plan 

review. She later added - In terms of site 6, we have been updating the sustainability 

appraisal for the local plan sites and consequently have received some updated comments 

from our Public Protection Team. They have highlighted the appeal decision last year for the 

site on Bath Road and their concerns about the noise and vibrations from the Hartham Park 

Quarry. Consequently, we will be including this in our SA assessment for the site.  

- For information/discussion.  
 

10. Update on WALPA – The Chairman would update the group on the recent WALPA Meeting.  
 
11. Any other business. 
 
12. Date and time of next meeting.  
 


