Corsham

TOWN COUNCIL

Town Hall, High Street, Corsham, Wiltshire SN13 0EZ
Tel: 01249 702130 Email: towncouncil@corsham.gov.uk www.corsham.gov.uk
17 February 2026
To: Town Councillors: S Abbott, N Brakspear, A Brown, G McCaffery, V Steadman

Others: N Farmer, C Johnson, J Peeters, D Walters, R Williams

Dear Councillor/Group Member

A meeting of the Corsham Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group will take place
at the Town Hall on Monday 23 February 2026, commencing at 7.00pm.

Press and Public — To observe the meeting online, please click here or email
kagilby@corsham.gov.uk for instructions. If you have any questions or wish to petition the
Town Council as per Agenda item 2, please refer to the guidance on our website
(https://www.corsham.gov.uk/meetings/fullcouncil.php).

Yours sincerely
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David J Martin
CHIEF EXECUTIVE
AGENDA
1. Apologies
2. Public Question Time and Petitions

3. Declarations of Interest

To receive any Declaration(s) of Interest under Corsham Town Council’s Code of
Conduct issued in accordance with the Localism Act 2011.

4.  Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group (NP D&M Group)
meeting held on 17 November 2025 - for approval.


https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NGVhYzZhZWEtYThhMC00Mzk2LWE3NjktNzU4ZjlhYTEzYjll%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2272394fea-7731-4739-98f1-43ec4b9cf727%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22108c4252-aaea-4796-a112-34623b28ab76%22%7d
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Matters Arising from the Above Minutes - for information.
Membership of the Group

Councillor Ruth Hopkinson resigned from the NP D&M Group with effect from
27 November 2025 - for information.

Draft Neighbourhood Plan

The Chief Executive, Chair of the NP D&M Group, and the Finance and Planning Officer
completed their final review of the draft Neighbourhood Plan and submitted it to our
consultants, DLP, on 16 December 2025. Suggested amendments to the Plan included
the rewording of the visions and objectives to make them more concise and less
repetitive.

The revised draft Neighbourhood Plan was received from DLP on 16 February 2026 and
a copy is attached. It will be checked by the Chief Executive, the Chair of NP D&M
Group, and the Finance and Planning Officer. Some updated maps still need to be
added.

When the final draft Neighbourhood Plan is complete, a Modifications Statement will be
prepared by DLP. This is a document that indicates which policies in the draft
Neighbourhood Plan are being updated, which are being retained, and which are new.
Once the Modifications Statement has been produced, a request for Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) screening will be submitted to Wiltshire Council.

- For information/discussion
Design Guide

The Chief Executive, Chair of the NP D&M Group, and the Finance and Planning
Officer completed their final review of the draft Design Guide and submitted it to our
consultants, Cass Design, on 15 December 2025. Suggested amendments to the
Design Guide mainly included information for the extra six Character Areas.

Whilst Cass Design was initially quick to update the Design Guide in December and
again in early January, both versions returned to us contained numerous omissions,
typographical errors and formatting issues. A corrected version is due to be received
on 18 February 2026.

- For information/discussion

Local Green Spaces (LGS)

DLP has completed the LGS work and 70 x LGS have been proposed for inclusion in
the Neighbourhood Plan, including The Rabbit Warren, Westwells, Neston. The next
step will be to advise the relevant landowners by letter as part of the Regulation 14

consultation.

- For information



10.
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12.

Non-Designated Heritage Assets (NDHA)

DLP has completed the NDHA work and 14 x NDHA have been proposed for inclusion in
the Neighbourhood Plan. The next step will be to advise the relevant landowners by
letter as part of the Regulation 14 consultation.

- For information

Consultation on the Proposed Reforms to the National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF) and Other Changes to the Planning System

The consultation document, comprising of 225 questions, has been reviewed by the
Chief Executive, the Head of Finance and Administration, the Finance and Planning
Officer, and the Chair of the NP D&M Group.

A draft response has been prepared, and subject to approval by Council (Planning), will
be submitted to The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government on behalf
of Corsham Town Council.

A summary of the proposed response is attached.

- For information

Wiltshire Local Plan Review 2020 - 2038

Inspectors examining the Wiltshire Local Plan advised in December 2025 that several
significant issues had been identified with the Plan. Wiltshire Council has since
responded to the Inspectors and both communications were forwarded to NP D&M

Group members on 13 February 2026.

The following paragraphs from the Inspectors’ letter could have huge implications for
Corsham:

Paras 17-18 - Reserve Sites - possibly allocating them now rather than as reserve
Paras 19-21 - Employment Land Allocation - the need to identify land

Paras 24-26 - The Plan Period - adoption not until 2027 and possibly extending the Plan
period by four years to 2042

There is also a query raised by the Inspectors about where development might come
forward across the three Housing Market Areas (HMA). This is in response to Wiltshire
Council's suggested stepped approach in relation to Salisbury HMA. This could mean
Corsham sites coming forward much earlier than anticipated.

- For information/discussion
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Plan Review Timetable

The timetable for the Neighbourhood Plan Review has been updated and a copy is
attached. Clearer details of the stages are now included, plus the timescale for the
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and the anticipated date the Neighbourhood
Plan is to be ‘made’ have also been added.

- For information/discussion

Date and time of next meeting



