
 

 

Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group Meeting  
held online on Thursday 1 October 2020 

 
Present Councillor S Abbott (Chairman) 
 Councillor A Crockford (Corsham Town Councillor) 

Councillor N Farmer (Corsham Town Councillor) 
Councillor R Hopkinson (Corsham Town and Wiltshire Councillor)  

 B Anderson (Wiltshire Councillor) 
M Lang (Resident) 
P Tapscott (Resident) 
P Whalley (Wiltshire Councillor) 

    
In Attendance K Gilby (Planning and Events Officer) 

D Martin (Chief Executive) 
 

DMG 11 Apologies. 
 

Apologies had been received from B Pearce (Resident) and P Pearson (Resident).  
 

DMG 12 Election of Vice-Chairman  
 

Agreed: That this item be deferred until the next meeting. 
 
DMG 13 Public Question Time and Petitions. 

 
 There were none. 
 

DMG 14 Declarations of Interest. 
 

To receive any Declaration(s) of Interest under Corsham Town Council’s Code of 
Conduct issued in accordance with the Localism Act 2011. 

 
 There were none. 

 
DMG 15 Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group Meeting 

held on 3 February 2020  
 
 The Minutes were approved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DMG 16 Matters arising from the above minutes. 
 

The Terms of Reference for the Group had been approved by Full Council at the 
meeting on 10 February 2020. 
The Wiltshire Bat Group had been contacted but were unable to help with the 
monitoring of the Corsham Batscape Strategy due to a lack of time and resources. 
They had suggested that a bespoke monitoring strategy would be needed. This 
would probably have to be undertaken by ecological consultants.  

 
DMG 17 Membership of the Group  
 

An application to join the Group from Patrick Mulcahy was considered.  
 
Agreed: That Patrick Mulcahy be invited to join the Group.  

 
DMG 18 The Future of Neighbourhood Planning in Wiltshire  
 

Following recent changes to the National Planning Policy Framework and Wiltshire 
Council’s inability to demonstrate a five-year housing land supply, representatives 
from Malmesbury Town Council and other Wiltshire towns and parishes had formed 
WALPA (Wiltshire Area Localism and Planning Group). The aim of the group was to 
ensure that Neighbourhood Plans were afforded appropriate weight in planning 
decisions; to lobby Wiltshire Council to restore the five-year housing land supply, 
and Government about the changes to the NPPF, which were undermining 
Neighbourhood Plans - especially those which were over two years old. Councillor 
S Abbott had joined the group as Chair of the Corsham Neighbourhood Plan 
Monitoring and Delivery Group. WALPA had send a letter to MP’s and had a press 
release. On 9 October, members of WALPA would be meeting with Sam Fox 
(Wiltshire Council’s Director for Economic Development and Planning) and 
Georgina Clampitt-Dix (Head of Spatial Planning at Wiltshire Council).  

 
DMG 19 Planning for the Future White Paper  
 

The Planning for the Future White Paper was discussed.  
 
Points raised included: 

 
▪ That it would be important to have local involvement in the early stages.  
▪ The RTPI guide was felt to be useful especially the analysis. 
▪ That it would be helpful to see the next level of detail. 
▪ There was a need to examine the whole document very carefully. 

 
  Points to include in the draft response: 
 

▪ Planning Inspectors overturning decisions at Appeal. 
▪ That the aspiration for every new street to be tree lined was not practical. 
▪ That it was important that the local voice was heard throughout the process 

and not just at the start when residents were less likely to be engaged with 
high level policy.  

▪ That there was very little focus on transport networks and infrastructure. 
▪ To stress the importance of local input. 
▪ Affordability and social housing.  
▪ Infrastructure contributions. 



▪ Sustainability. 
▪ Limit land value. 
▪ To try to ensure that new developments are fully integrated into existing 

communities.  
▪ That Neighbourhood Plans need to be embedded into the system. 
▪ There was a lack of detail regarding Pillar three. 
▪ The idea that developments could be split between different builders would 

make the process of collecting contributions much more difficult and could 
also lead to complications with the management of open spaces etc. 

▪ Section 106 agreements have been key in the provision of social housing 
and should not be removed. 

▪ If the new levy goes straight to Local Authorities how can we ensure that the 
benefits are felt locally – will a percentage be passed to town and parish 
councils with an adopted Neighbourhood Plan? 

▪ Support for more sustainable homes. 
▪ Some concern over the proposed number of dwellings.  
▪ Support for the proposal to be able to raise loans against income from the 

infrastructure levy but concerns that Councils will have to wait until the end 
of the development for this income. 

▪ Concerns about how the calculation for housing numbers will work in 
practice.  

▪ Planning is about more than just housing. 
▪ Allocation of more housing to those areas where housing is of a higher price 

could affect Corsham and Wiltshire quite badly. 
▪ Building should be needs driven and Corsham needs more first homes and 

affordable housing. 
▪ There should be more focus on Housing Associations maximising their stock 

by infilling. 
▪ Where is the focus on employment land other types of development? 

 
Action: KG to send out a tick box response form for questions 4 and 21. 
Action: ALL relate comments to specific areas of the White Paper where possible 
and let KG know. 

 
DMG 20 Monitoring and Review of the Neighbourhood Plan 
 
  Monitoring and review of the Neighbourhood Plan was discussed. 
 

Action: KG to create and maintain a list of applications where the Corsham 
Neighbourhood Plan is referenced. 
Action: KG to explore the possibly of a Teams Meeting with Thame Town Council. 
Action: KG to list opportunities within the Neighbourhood Plan for prioritising at the 
next meeting.  
 

DMG 21 Date and time of next meeting.  
 
  Online at 7pm on Thursday 26 November 2020.  


