Corsham

TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group Meeting
held online on Thursday 11 February 2021

Present Councillor S Abbott (Chair)
Councillor A Crockford (Corsham Town Councillor)
Councillor N Farmer (Corsham Town Councillor)
Councillor R Hopkinson (Corsham Town and Wiltshire Councillor)
P Pearson (Resident)
P Tapscott (Resident)
P Whalley (Wiltshire Councillor)

In Attendance K Gilby (Finance and Planning Officer)
D Matrtin (Chief Executive)

DMG 31 Apologies

Apologies had been received from B Anderson (Wiltshire Councillor),
M Lang (Resident), B Pearce (Resident).

DMG 32 Public Question Time and Petitions.
There were none.
DMG 33 Declarations of Interest.

To receive any Declaration(s) of Interest under Corsham Town Council’'s Code
of Conduct issued in accordance with the Localism Act 2011.

The Finance and Planning Officer declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Local
Plan Review Consultation as one of the potential sites in the site selection report
is adjacent to her property.

DMG 34 Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group
Meeting held on 26 November 2021

Agreed: That the Minutes be approved.
DMG 35 Matters arising from the above minutes

There were no matters arising.



DMG 36 Monitoring and Review of the Plan — Action Plan Updates

The Chief Executive and Finance and Planning Officer provided updates on
work undertaken since the action plan had been produced including:

e Maps had been produced and KG would carry out land searches.

e KG had contacted R Murphy at Wiltshire Council who had provided a map
showing WC-owned land and would liaise with his colleagues in Estates to
ensure the land is kept available. At a relevant point, this was likely to
require Cabinet confirmation.

e Once ownership was known the Group would discuss the best way to
contact the owners.

e A meeting with Box Parish Council had taken place on 26 January 2021. It
had been agreed to form a working party to explore common concerns and
that Box PC would arrange a meeting with the developer of Rudloe Site 2.

e A meeting with GreenSquare had taken place on 5 February 2021. It had
been agreed to hold regular meetings to discuss items of common interest.

e The Chief Executive and Chairman had discussed the role of the working
group in relation to the town centre. They would bear in mind the
Neighbourhood Plan policy for the town centre when projects were
undertaken by the Town Council.

e The Cycle Network was discussed at the Property and Amenities Committee
Meeting on the 27 January 2021. Budget had been allocated towards
improvements which would contribute to the Corsham Link.

ACTION: PP, AC and RH volunteered to form part of the working party.

ACTION: PP, AC and RH carry out a SWOT analysis of the Character
Assessments which covered West Corsham and report to the next meeting.

ACTION: PP, AC and RH would consider the best ways to engage with new
residents and report to the next meeting.

ACTION: KG to update the action plan with progress.

DMG 37 Local Plan Review Consultation

The report which had been prepared by the Housing Task Group on the Site
Selection document was discussed.

The approach taken with regard to market towns and small villages was
discussed. The housing figure for Corsham was felt to be realistic although any
opportunities to use brownfield land for this had been removed by the approach
taken. As a result, the brownfield target was felt to be unrealistic as no
brownfield sites had been identified in Corsham.
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DMG 38

The potential sites in the site selection report were discussed.

The Group agreed with the decision not to take forward sites 475, 1101, 2080,
3035 and 3149.

The Group felt that site 3034 could be suitable for small-scale partial
development if the area used was adjacent to Katherine Park and the remainder
of the site was used as community green space to be managed locally.

Site 3231 should be excluded due to a lack of need, drainage and highways
concerns.

Site 3250 should be excluded due to possible mining activity beneath the site.

ACTION: KG to ask for an up-to-date mineral permissions map showing active
and exhausted mine permissions.

The part of Site 3653 outside the green buffer should be included and was a
preferred site. However, it was felt that the site should be subject to a master
planning exercise to ensure that any development would not detrimentally affect
plans for a new railway station. Access would need to be carefully considered.

The part of Site 3654 outside the green buffer should be taken forward and was
a preferred site. Access would need to be carefully considered.

Site 3655 should be excluded as development of this site would be visually
detrimental to the area.

The Chairman thanked the Housing Task Group for their very useful report.

In relation to question CO4 any response should include reference to the
Housing objectives in the Corsham Neighbourhood Plan and the Corsham
Design Guide.

ACTION: KG to investigate the number of social housing dwellings proposed on
the former Copenacre site and whether delivery of these would affect the
housing figures.

The Environment Task Group were due to meet on 25 February and would be
considering the climate change and biodiversity elements of the Local Plan
Review Consultation.

Any other business

Self-build housing was discussed. It was decided not to include anything on self-
build in our response to the consultation.



DMG 39

Attention was drawn to the consultation on draft revisions to the National
Planning Policy Framework and a new draft National Model Design Code. This
consultation would close at 11:45pm on 27 March 2021.

Details could be found https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/national-
planning-policy-framework-and-national-model-design-code-consultation-

proposals

The consultation would be on the Council (Planning) agenda on 24 February
2021.

ACTION: KG to ensure that the response included that serious concern that
Neighbourhood Plans were being disregarded if they were more than two years
old and in an area in which the LPA could not demonstrate a five-year housing
land supply.

Date and time of next meeting.

7pm on Thursday 8 April 2021 (Agreed post-meeting).
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