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Corsham

TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group Meeting
held online on Thursday 2 September 2021

Present Councillor S Abbott (Chair)
Councillor H Belcher (Corsham Town and Wiltshire Councillor)
Councillor J Corbett (Corsham Town Councillor)
Councillor A Crockford (Corsham Town Councillor)
Councillor R Hopkinson (Corsham Town and Wiltshire Councillor)
P Pearson (Resident)
P Tapscott (Resident)
P Whalley (Resident)

In Attendance K Gilby (Finance and Planning Officer)
D Martin (Chief Executive)

B Searle (Environment Project Officer)
Councillor T Smith (Corsham Town Councillor)

DMG 62 Apologies

Apologies had been received from Councillor N Farmer (Corsham Town
Councillor).

DMG 63 Public Question Time and Petitions.
There were none.
DMG 64 Declarations of Interest.

To receive any Declaration(s) of Interest under Corsham Town Council’'s Code of
Conduct issued in accordance with the Localism Act 2011.

There were none.

DMG 65 Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group Meeting
held on 17 June 2021

Agreed: That the Minutes be approved.
DMG 66 Matters arising from the above minutes
DMG 58 — Review of Neighbourhood Plan -

AC had contacted Michelle Donelan MP who was awaiting a response from the
Housing Minister.
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DMG 59 — Action Plan — Review of the Action Plan -

SA had met with Wiltshire Councillor Nick Botterill, Cabinet Member for Climate
Change at Wiltshire Council.

SA had yet to approach a tenant from South Street Industrial Estate but would do
SO.

DM had sought advice on the best way to approach landowners. It was felt that
either a letter and/or a face-to-face approach would be best.

ACTION: DM to draft a letter to landowners.

KG had emailed Corsham Civic Society to see if they would like a representative on
the Group.

KG and DM had met with Mike Kilmister on 8 July. He encouraged the Group to
apply for grant funding and advised that Louise Tilshead should be our Link Officer.

KG had contacted Dr Mark McCelland, Cabinet Member for Transport, Waste,
Street Scene and Flooding at Wiltshire Council. He responded to say that the land
was protected in the Core Strategy, that the land had not been declared surplus and
that any future move to dispose of any land would need cabinet approval.

KG had collated and sent questions to Bellway regarding the development at
Rudloe Site 2. She had also chased a response.

A meeting with GreenSquare had been held on 30 June 2021.

A meeting with The Park Place Residents Association had taken place on 16
August 2021.

Strengths and Weaknesses of the existing Plan

A discussion on the strengths and weaknesses of the Plan was held. It was felt that
many aspects of the revised Plan would need to be more specific. We need to
ensure that we refer to Westwells in the same manner as Wiltshire Council to avoid
any confusion. Each Section was then discussed in more detalil.

Business and Economy: Overall, this section was felt to be good although the need
to be more specific was highlighted. It was suggested that it may be worth going
back to the Corsham Area Framework. With regards to BE3 and West Corsham it
was stressed that close working with Box Parish Council would be desirable to
agree objectives and policies which were acceptable to both Councils. The section
would need to be reviewed in light of the fact that Wiltshire Council no longer saw
the need for Corsham to provide the six hectares of employment land. We may wish
to incorporate the desire/need for a shop in West Corsham

Environment: The inclusion of the Green Buffer and associated polices was felt to
be really positive. Changes to the NPPF and the introduction of the Environment

Bill, which focused on biodiversity net gain, could provide an opportunity for us to
strengthen our wording to align with these.
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Health and Wellbeing: It was felt that this section needed to be more focused and
that overlap with other policies should be removed to make it more meaningful. The
growth of new housing may have affected the type and location of healthcare
facilities required. It may be worth speaking to the Clinical Commissioning Group to
gain further insight into the level of healthcare facilities provided compared to the
need locally. It could be that this is part of the national shortage of GP’s especially
in rural areas. It was felt that more research was needed in this area. More research
was also needed into the provision of other health services such as dentists.

Heritage: This section was felt to be a strength and had strong links to the Corsham
Design Guide which is used by the Town Council regularly. Work on the Gateways

into town were being pursued in other ways. If allowed, we may wish to encourage

the use of local materials, especially stone.

Housing: It was felt that the changes made to this section at examination had
significantly weakened it. As part of the review, it worth be worth setting the section
in the context of development which had taken place locally since the production of
the Plan. The updated Plan should include clear site selection to meet the required
housing numbers. The changed way in which Wiltshire Council was allocating
numbers had serious implications for Corsham as the town is very constrained. It
may be necessary for further talks to be held with Wiltshire Council in relation to the
housing figures.

Lifelong Learning: It was felt that this section needed strengthening as now it just
focused on further and higher education. More recent data was available which
could help with this. There seemed to be a particular lack of pre-school provision.

Transport: There is a need for specific detail on the access for the Railway Station
site. It was unlikely that there would be enough CIL income for the improvements
needed to the Corsham Link and some of the route would not be easily deliverable
for cyclists. If sites are allocated for new development in the reviewed Plan this may
lead to new transport policies. There should be a focus on walking and cycling
access to the town centre and essential services such as doctors.

Review of changes made to the existing Plan at Examination

The list of the changes made at Examination Stage prepared by the Finance and
Planning Officer was discussed. A copy of the full examiners report would be made
available to all members of the Group. It was felt the language used in the reviewed
plan should be more robust and clearly evidenced. We would need to be very
careful on the wording especially in the Housing section.

Environmental aspects of the Corsham Neighbourhood Plan

The Environmental Project Officer shared her initial thoughts on the environmental
aspects of the Corsham Neighbourhood Plan. She recommended that the wording
could be tightened and be more in line with the updates to the NPPF and
Environment Bill. There is an aspiration for this to be stronger than just
encouragement and we would need to investigate ways to achieve this.
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Review of the Corsham Neighbourhood Plan

A quote from Johns Associates to assist with the review of the Plan was considered.
It was agreed to seek further quotes for help with the review of the Plan.

Terms of Reference

The Terms of Reference had been amended to include review of the Plan. The
update was noted.

Any other business

The Chief Executive had been in contact with the MOD regarding the land at Peel
Circus. They were considering a number of possible uses for the land including
housing and/or a new unit. They were happy to discuss the site with us. It was felt
that this was an important area of green space.

Date and time of next meeting.

7pm on Thursday 11 November 2021.



