Corsham

TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group Meeting

held at Corsham Town Hall on Monday 23 February 2026

Present Councillor S Abbott (Chair)
Councillors N Brakspear, A Brown, G McCaffery.
J Newman (Pickwick Association)
J Peeters (Resident)
In Attendance D Martin (Chief Executive)
L Moor (Finance and Planning Officer)
In Attendance Online Councillor V Steadman
DMG 319  Apologies
Apologies had been received from R Williams (Resident).
DMG 320 Public Question Time and Petitions
There were none.
DMG 321 Declarations of Interest
To receive any Declaration(s) of Interest under Corsham Town Council’s
Code of Conduct issued in accordance with the Localism Act 2011.
There were none.
DMG 322  Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group
(NP D&M Group) Meeting held on 17 November 2025
Agreed: That the Minutes be approved as a true record.
DMG 323  Matters arising from the above Minutes
There were none.
DMG 324 Membership of the Group

It was reported that Councillor Hopkinson had resigned from the NP D&M
Group with effect from 27 November 2025.

Resignation of Councillor Hopkinson from the NP D&M Group was noted.
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Draft Neighbourhood Plan

Following a review by the Chief Executive, Chair of the NP D&M Group and
the Finance and Planning Officer, suggested amendments to the draft
Neighbourhood Plan were submitted to DLP consultants in December 2025.

DLP had made the requested amendments to the draft Neighbourhood Plan,
and a copy of the updated version was received on 16 February 2026. The
document would be checked by the Chief Executive, Chair of the NP D&M
Group and the Finance and Planning Officer.

Once a final draft Neighbourhood Plan was ready, the Town Council would
request SEA Screening from Wiltshire Council.

Comments from the Group regarding the draft Neighbourhood Plan included:

e Whether the proposed site allocation for 40 dwellings in the draft
Neighbourhood Plan would be affected by the Wiltshire Local Plan
Review.

e Following a recent Corsham Station Town Team meeting, the NP D&M
Group was encouraged to consider how much employment and housing
land would be needed in Corsham to support and finance a new railway
station.

e Whether recent planning approval for 150 new dwellings on Land North of
Bath Road would affect Corsham’s housing allocation. The development
would affect the capacity of Corsham schools, and the Neighbourhood
Plan should be updated to reflect this.

e There was discussion over the draft policy supporting a second
supermarket in the Town. Some felt that an additional supermarket would
have a detrimental effect on the current businesses in the town centre. A
replacement supermarket, more suited to the needs of the community,
would be preferable, as would enhancements to the appearance and
retail offerings in Martingate. Mr Peeters stated that he was against
allowing a second supermarket in Corsham.

e |t was suggested that two additional ‘key views’ be added to the draft
Neighbourhood Plan:

1. View across the Cricket Club towards The Pound Arts Centre
2. View across the Cricket Club towards the Almshouses

Agreed:

i) A site allocation for 40 dwellings would remain in the draft
Neighbourhood Plan.

ii) Advice would be sought from Wiltshire Council’s Neighbourhood Plan
Link Officer over the effect on Corsham’s housing allocation as a
result of the approval of an application for 150 new dwellings on Land
North of Bath Road.

iii) Paragraph 93 of the draft Neighbourhood Plan would be updated to
reflect the approval of the application for 150 new dwellings on Land
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North of Bath Road and its effect on the capacity of Corsham’s
schools.

iv) The Chair of the NP D&M Group would send the Finance and
Planning Officer suggested amended wording for the draft
Neighbourhood Plan in respect of supermarket provision.

V) Mr Peeters would provide the Finance and Planning Officer with
details of the two additional ‘key views’ for inclusion in the draft
Neighbourhood Plan.

Design Guide

Following a review by the Chief Executive, Chair of the NP D&M Group, and
the Finance and Planning Officer, suggested amendments to the draft
Design Guide were submitted to Cass consultants in December 2025.

Cass had made the requested amendments to the draft Design Guide, and a
copy of the updated version was received on 18 February 2026. The
document would be checked by the Chief Executive, Chair of the NP D&M
Group and the Finance and Planning Officer.

Once complete, a copy of the Design Guide would be circulated to all NP
D&M Group members for information and final checking.

Agreed: That the progress of the Design Guide be noted.
Local Green Spaces (LGS)

DLP consultants had completed the LGS work and 70no. LGSs had been
proposed for inclusion in the draft Neighbourhood Plan. The next step was
to advise the relevant landowners by letter as part of the Regulation 14
consultation. The letters had been drafted but would not need to be sent for
some time.

Agreed: That the progress of the LGS be noted.
Non-Designated Heritage Assets (NDHA)

DLP consultants had completed the NDHA work and 14no. NDHAs had been
proposed for inclusion in the draft Neighbourhood Plan. The next step was
to advise the relevant landowners by letter as part of the Regulation 14
consultation.

The Pickwick Association advised that following the Planning Inspectorate’s
Hearing regarding Land North of Bath Road, a building known as ‘Traveller's
Rest’ (a former 18" century inn) had been designated a NDHA by Wiltshire
Council.

Agreed:
i) That the progress of the NDHAs be noted.
ii) That DLP consultants be informed that Wiltshire Council had

designated ‘Traveller's Rest’ as a NDHA. Advice would be sought on
whether to include this property in the draft Neighbourhood Plan.
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Consultation on the Proposed Reforms to the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) and Other Changes to the Planning System

The consultation document had been reviewed by the Chief Executive, the
Head of Finance and Administration, the Finance and Planning Officer and
the Chair of the NP D&M Group, and a draft response prepared.

The draft response was approved at the Council (Planning) meeting on

18 February 2026, and the formal response duly submitted to The Ministry of
Housing, Communities and Local Government on behalf of Corsham Town
Council.

When the new NPPF was published, a cross-check would be needed to
ensure the Corsham Neighbourhood Plan policies complied.

Agreed: That the response to the NPPF consultation be noted.
Wiltshire Local Plan Review 2020 - 2038

Inspectors examining the Wiltshire Local Plan had advised of several
significant issues that had been identified with the Local Plan. Wiltshire
Council had since responded to the Inspectors comments and both
communications were considered by the Group.

Agreed:

i) That the progress of the Wiltshire Local Plan Review, including that its
adoption would be delayed until 2027, be noted.

ii) That the possibility that development of Reserve Sites could come
forward sooner than anticipated be monitored.

iii) That potential locations for employment land be explored at the next
NP D&M Group meeting.

Plan Review Timetable

The timetable for the Neighbourhood Plan Review had originally been
drafted by DLP consultants to reflect the stages that involved them. The
Chief Executive and Finance and Planning Officer had amended the Plan
Review Timetable to include additional steps and predicted timescales.

It was highlighted that the anticipated completion date of the Neighbourhood
Plan Review had extended beyond the original November 2026 target date
and was now July 2027.

Agreed: That the updated Plan Review Timetable be noted.

Date and time of next meeting

The next meeting of the Group will be in April 2026, with the exact date to be
confirmed.



