Corsham

TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting held at the Town Hall on Monday 10 November 2025

Present Councillor A Brown (Chair)
Councillors H Belcher OBE, N Brakspear, J Brook, T Ellis,
D Jarman, A Mackie, G McCaffery, R Munn, N Pocock,
V Steadman and A White.

In Attendance Mrs K Gilby (Head of Finance and Administration)

D Martin (Chief Executive)
C Smith (Festival Director, WOMAD)

In Attendance Online Councillor G Ward

173/25

174/25

175/25

176/25

177/25

178/25

Apologies

Apologies had been received from Councillors S Abbott and R Hopkinson.
Public Question Time and Petitions

There were none.

Declarations of Interest

To receive any Declaration(s) of Interest under Corsham Town Council’s Code of
Conduct issued in accordance with the Localism Act 2011.

There were none.

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 13 October 2025

Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were no matters arising.

Policing and Community Safety

A representative from the Police was unable to attend the meeting but had
provided a written report which the Chief Executive shared with those present.
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179/25

Recent incidents included:

That a warrant had been executed in Pockeridge resulting in two adults being
arrested on suspicion of being in possession of controlled drugs (cannabis) with
intent to supply. This was an ongoing investigation.

Two adults had been arrested for being concerned in the supply of Class A drugs.
Both males were arrested in a vehicle in the Corsham town centre area. This was
an ongoing investigation.

One male had been arrested for a theft of binoculars to the value of £800 from a
shop.

A Trading Standards operation had been run to check on traders. Corsham was
one of the towns targeted by the local NPT and Trading Standards partners.
During the operation vehicles were stopped and properties where work was being
conducted visited and checked. Officers and Trading Standards staff checked
licences, insurance and other documentation to ensure compliance with relevant
regulations.

Two males had been arrested for drug driving, and two vehicles had been seized
for not having insurance.

Speed checks had been conducted by the local team in Valley Road, Park Lane
and Pickwick Road. This resulted in two tickets being issued to drivers on Valley
Road and one in Park Lane.

The police had also shared some crime comparison figures which would be added
to the next Members’ Information Sheet.

WOMAD Festival 2026, Neston Park, Corsham

Chirs Smith, Festival Director - World of Music, Arts and Dance Festival
(WOMAD) was in attendance and gave a presentation on the proposed move of
the WOMAD Festival to Neston Park from 2026.

He explained that WOMAD held festivals around the world. The event was due to
take place from 23 to 26 July. It was a family-friendly event with various activities
and entertainment across the site. He explained that whilst he understood that
there may be local concerns regarding traffic management and noise, that
comprehensive traffic management plans had been thought out and noise levels
would be closely monitored. A soft opening was planned with visitors arriving over
the course of two days. The event should be beneficial for the local economy.

Councillors asked what the security arrangements were and were informed that
security would be provided by an experienced company supported by Wiltshire
Police. Arrangements for waste generated on site were queried. Mr Smith
explained that any waste would be sorted on site and the area left waste free. Mr
Smith mentioned that there would be opportunities for local artists and traders to
be involved.
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180/25

181/25

182/25

Councillors suggested that Box Parish Council may also be interested in seeing
the presentation. The residents of Waswick Green may also appreciate
information on the festival as near neighbours.

Mr Smith was thanked for attending the meeting and updating the Town Council
on the plan to move WOMAD to Neston Park.

Chair’'s Announcements

On 17 October the Chair had visited Leafield Environmental which had recently
been awarded a Kings Award for Enterprise.

On 20 October the Chair had attended a Food Security Workshop at Springfield
Campus. Wiltshire Council and Corsham Town Council were working together on
this initiative.

On 28 October the Chair had been involved with the Peacock WI as part of the
Queen’s Visit to Corsham.

On 6 November the Chair had attended Springboard’s AGM in Chippenham.

On 9 November the Chair had attended the wreath laying at the War Memorial.
The Town Council had received a silhouette as a twinning gift from Jargeau.

The Chair reminded those present that the Wishing Tree Event would be held in
the Chapel Garden on 29 November, the Switch on of the Christmas Lights would
be held on 5 December and the second Strategic Plan Workshop would be held
on 15 December.

Correspondence

i) Members Information Sheets Nos. 606 and 607 were noted.
ii) Late correspondence — There was none.

Reports from Council representatives appointed to outside bodies.

Councillor T Ellis had attended Corsham Walking Festival’s AGM and was pleased
to report that other walking festivals were following Corsham’s lead in a number of
areas.

Councillor A White reported that the Corsham Twinning Association’s AGM would
be held on 21 November at Corsham Club. The next visit from Jargeau was
planned for 17-21 April 2026. Additional hosts would be required.

Councillor G McCaffery reported that at a recent WALC Meeting he had been
elected Chairman of WALC.

The Chair had visited Corsham Youth Zone and reported that there were 50
individuals regularly attending. The Blue Bus was back following a short break.
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183/25

184/25

185/25

186/25

187/25

188/25

189/25

190/25

Minutes of the Finance and Administration Committee Meeting held on 22
October 2025

Resolved
That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were none.

Minutes of the Council (Planning) Meeting held on 29 October 2025
Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were none.

Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group Meeting
held on 15 October 2025

Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record.
Matters Arising from the above Minutes
There were none.

Corsham Pharmacy Update (Minute 109/25)

Further to the August Council meeting, Careplus Pharmacy Ltd had notified Bath
and North East Somerset, Swindon and Wiltshire ICB that it intended to provide
pharmaceutical services from 22 Martingate, Corsham (the former Boots premises).
The ICB had informed the Town Council that it was satisfied that the notification
was valid. Careplus Pharmacy Ltd had 12 months to commence service provision.

Resolved
That the update be noted.
Corsham Climate Change Action Plan 2022-2030 Update (Minute 145/24)

The Climate Change Action Plan (Appendices 1 and 2) had been reviewed and
updated.

The Town Council discussed renewing its commitment to using green energy in its
buildings.
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191/25

192/25

193/25

Councillors were asked to consider supporting national advocacy efforts for
improved government support for community energy projects, following new
research findings. The aim was to make it possible for community energy projects
to sell electricity to local people.

Resolved

i) That the updated Climate Change Action Plan be endorsed.

i)  That the Town Council renews its commitment to using green energy in its
buildings.

iii)  To write to the local MP supporting national advocacy efforts for improved
government support for community energy projects.

Vacancies on committees, other groups and outside bodies (Minute 169/25
and others)

Further to previous meetings, there were opportunities to fill the remaining
vacancies on committees, other groups and outside bodies. There were no
volunteers.

Resolved

That Councillors be sent details of the timing of meetings of outside bodies.
Issues for Corsham Area Board Consideration (Various Minutes)

Further to previous meetings, this regular agenda item asked the Town Council to
identify issues for Area Board consideration and receive a Wiltshire Councillor
update on key points covered at Corsham Area Board meetings.

There were no new issues for Area Board consideration.

The next Area Board meeting would be held on 4 December at Selwyn Hall, Box.
Co-option (Minute 171/25 and others)

There were three Councillor vacancies for co-option - Corsham Ladbrook Ward
(one vacancy) and Corsham Pickwick Ward (two vacancies). Nominations to fill the
vacancies which followed the local elections had been advertised but no
nominations had been received. The vacancies would continue to be advertised.

Resolved

That the situation regarding the remaining vacancies be noted. Councillors would
continue to promote the vacancies.
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194/25 Authorisation of cheques and payments

Salaries & Payments - CTC Staff
Wiltshire Pension Fund - Pension Contributions for November
HMRC - Tax & NI for November

Methuen Hall Trust - Hire of Council Chamber and Town Hall for
October

Methuen Hall Trust - Use of Rooms for Smaller Meetings September
and October

Methuen Hall Trust - Use of Town Hall for Peacock Arts Trail

Alarms & Electrical (Devizes) Ltd - Call-Out to Arnold House Intruder
Alarm fault, Arnold House Replacement Fire Extinguisher Cabinet,
Arnold House Replacement Emergency Light Fittings

Alpha Rod Ltd - Call-Out to Blocked Drains at Public Conveniences

Amazon - Wall Planner, Stationery, Signs

Auditing Solutions Ltd - Internal Audit (22.10.25)

(The) Brunel Shed - Match funding of Area Board Application for New
Equipment

R J Cannings (Corsham/Jargeau Twinning Assoc.) - Reimbursement of
Twinning Gift

Corsham Area Development Trust - Contribution towards costs of filming

at Tourist Information Centre

Corsham Hardware - Miscellaneous Materials, Supplies, Consumables
(11.07.25 - 03.11.25)

Corsham Print Ltd - Signage for Christmas Lights Event

DLP Planning Ltd - Draft Neighbourhood Plan Review (2nd payment)
Dorothy House - Donation following Filming

Elan City Ltd - Batteries for Speed Indicator Device

Faresaver Ltd - Design/Print Bus Timetable Leaflets

Global Media Group Services - Radio Advertising (05.05.25 - 28.12.25)

Hartham Park Estates Ltd - Water Usage for Allotments (28.03.25 -
30.09.25)

Herd Property Ltd - Reinstatement Cost Assessment (Insurance
Valuation)

ldverde - Grounds Maintenance and Public Conveniences Cleaning for
October

J H Jones & Sons Ltd - Track Improvements at The Ridge Allotments,
Bunting Removal, Grave Digging

Konica Minolta - Printer/Copier Lease (01.10.25 - 31.12.25)

Milk & Tweed Studio Ltd - Website Support and Web Hosting -
November
Neston News - Advertising of Bus Service

Olivia Thorndale - Busking (18.10.25)

Onecom - Laptop (SL)

(The) Pounds Arts Trust - Donation following Filming
Quoakle - Great Days Out Advertising Package

Red Forge Studios - Photography
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£33,216.63
£11,129.93
£12,673.21

£700.00
£445.00

£900.00
£1,261.80

£168.00

£29.30
£630.00
£1,500.00

£75.00

£375.00

£444.56

£58.80

£1,684.98
£750.00
£281.86
£841.20
£755.64
£359.04

£1,962.00
£4,276.19

£5,264.00

£121.18
£426.00

£100.00

£50.00
£895.20
£1,000.00
£108.00
£450.00



(The) Rise Trust - Corsham Youth Zone (2nd instalment of Grant)
Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal - Poppy Wreaths

Screwfix - Safety Boots

Simply Sweepers Ltd - Road Sweeping 6 and 7 October

S J Aplin - Repairs to Springfield Play Equipment

SSE - Electricity - Springfield Lighting Sept 2025

TES Roofing Ltd - Repairs to Public Conveniences Roof

Travis Perkins - Timber, Padlocks, Paint, Adhesive, Window Fasteners,
Plywood, General Consumables, Top Soil, Sealant
Tree Parts Ltd - Tree Survey for Arnold House

Visit Wiltshire - Media Webinar

West Country Walling - Repairs to Neston Recreation Ground Dry Stone

Wall

Wiltshire Council - Free Parking Second Half of 2025/26
Wiltshire Council - Election Administration Fees x 4 Wards
Wired Publishing - Advertising

Woods Business Services Ltd - Heavy Duty Bin Bags
Yandell Publishing Ltd - Advertising

Your Wiltshire - Advertising

Grants
Corsham Baptist Church/Souper Friday - Towards Equipment Hire for
Christmas Party

Cheque
Petty Cash - Petty Cash Items

Charge Card
No Statement Received

Sub total
Cheques / Internet Banking Paid Outside of Meeting
There were none.

Payments Made by Direct Debit/Standing Order

Hills Waste - Waste collections, Duty of Care and Skip Exchange -
Mainstream Digital - Line Rental

Onecom Ltd - IT Managed Services Agreement, MS365 and VBUC for
October, Connectivity for September

Peninsula -Employment Services including HR and H&S

SSE - Electricity - CCTV (Aug & Sept)

UK Fuels - Fuel for Work Vehicles

Viking Office UK Ltd - Stationery, Postage Stamps

Vodaphone - Phone Services

Vodaphone - Mobile Phone Charges

Water2Business - Public Conveniences Water (03.05.25 - 14.10.25)
Water2Business - Water Supply at Springfield Rec and Grove Road
Allotments (30.04.25 - 27.10.25)
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£5,000.00
£40.00
£32.99
£1,512.95
£2,640.00
£252.36
£288.00
£511.17

£474.00

£36.00
£2,839.20

£46,000.00
£1,840.00
£204.00
£275.88
£534.00
£65.00

£700.00

£106.33

£146,284.40

£1,192.83
£64.80
£1,816.34

£460.72
£27.39
£227.87
£325.11
£178.79
£352.57
£1,524.88
£149.21



West Mercia Energy - Electricity for Public Conveniences - Sept £64.95

West Mercia Energy - Electricity for Guide Hut - Sept £59.09
SUB TOTAL £6,444.55
TOTAL £152,728.95
Resolved

That the cheques and transfers be authorised for payment.

The meeting commenced at 7.00pm and closed at 8.15pm. There was one member
of the public present at the meeting.

CHAIR DATE
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