Corsham

TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held at the Town Hall on Monday 11 May 2026

Present Councillor A Brown (Chair)

Councillors S Abbott, H Belcher OBE, N Brakspear, J Brook, J Coward,
T Ellis, P Freestone, R Hopkinson, G McCaffery, R Munn, | Scrannage,
V Steadman, G Ward and A White.

In Attendance Mrs K Gilby (Head of Finance & Administration)

01/26

02/26

03/26

04/26

Mr D Martin (Chief Executive)
Apologies
Apologies were received from Councillors D Jarman and N Pocock.
Election of the Chairman of the Council

Councillor T Ellis proposed that Councillor A Brown be elected as Chairman for the
forthcoming Council year, seconded by Councillor R Hopkinson. There being no
further nominations, it was:

Resolved

That Councillor A Brown be elected Chairman of Corsham Town Council for the
forthcoming Council year.

Declaration of Acceptance of Office by the Chairman

Councillor A Brown accepted the Office of Chairman for the forthcoming year and
signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

Election of Vice-Chair of the Council

Councillor A Brown proposed that Councillor T Ellis be elected as Vice-Chair for the
forthcoming year, seconded by Councillor H Belcher. There being no further
nominations, it was:

Resolved

That Councillor T Ellis be elected Vice-Chair of Corsham Town Council for the
forthcoming year.



05/26

06/26

07/26

08/26

09/26

10/26

Public Question Time and Petitions

There were none.

Code of Conduct

The Town Council’s Code of Conduct was reviewed. There were no amendments.
Resolved

That Corsham Town Council’'s Code of Conduct be approved.

Declarations of Interest

To receive any Declaration(s) of Interest under Corsham Town Council’s Code of
Conduct issued in accordance with the Localism Act 2011.

There were none.

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 13 April 2026
Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were no matters arising.

Policing and Community Safety

Sergeant M Tripp was unable to attend the meeting but had provided the following
report:

On 17 April PSCO Redmond and DC Golledge had held a community drop-in event
in Martingate Centre.

On 18 April PCSO Redmond and PC Pierce attended the Eco Fair.

On 26 April Corsham Officers attended and assisted with the Corsham 10K race.
PC Pierce had recently covered approximately 30 miles on the electric bike.
Over the past month a number of incidents had occurred including:

An incident of criminal damage to a vehicle.

An adult male had been arrested for drug driving and possession of a controlled
drug.

An incident of theft from a motor vehicle.



11/26

A vehicle had been interfered with in Bellot Drive.

One adult male had been arrested for possession of a controlled drug.

An attempted burglary in Brook Drive.

The Neighbourhood Policing Team also shared some crime comparison figures.
These would be added to the next Members’ Information Sheet. It was felt that some

of the figures were rising. The Chief Executive would review the data and bring it to
the attention of Sergeant Tripp.

The Chief Executive reported that over the weekend of 9 and 10 May, three
memorial benches had been stolen from Ladbrook Lane Cemetery. The families who

had donated the benches had been informed and assured that the benches would be
replaced. The Police and the Town Council’s insurers had also been informed.

Flytipping had also taken place in the Chapel Cemetery over the same weekend.
The Chair asked that thanks be passed to the Grounds Team for their swift action in
tidying this up.

Chair's Announcements

On 15 April the Chair attended Brunel Shed’s 10" Anniversary celebration at the
Town Hall.

On 18 April the Chair had attended the Eco Fair.
On 23 April the Chair had attended the Annual Town Meeting and Corsham
Celebrates. Special thanks to the Head of Community Services for organising the

event.

On 26 April the Chair was the official starter for the annual 10K and 2K races in the
Town.

On 30 April the Chair attended the Business Breakfast at Digital Mansion Corsham.

Also, on 30 April the Chair attended the StoryTown Story Competition Prize Giving
Evening at the Town Hall.

Forthcoming events:

The Chair reminded Councillors that the Taste of Corsham food festival was being
held on 16 May and that volunteer opportunities for Councillors were still available.

A Councillor Training Evening would be held at 7pm on 18 May at the Town Hall.
Middlewick House Open Garden would take place over the weekend of the 6 and 7

June. Councillors were requested to contact the Head of Community Services if they
were available to assist with the Corsham Town Council stand.



12/26 Appointments to Committees, Working Groups and Panels, and Election of
Committee Chairs and Vice-Chairs

Resolved
That the following appointments be made:
i) Appointment of Community Services Committee (9 Members)

Councillors A Brown
J Coward
D Jarman
G McCaffery
R Munn
N Pocock
| Scrannage
V Steadman
A White

i) Election of Chair and Vice-Chair of the Community Services Committee

Councillor Ruth Hopkinson proposed that Councillor R Munn be elected Chair
of the Community Services Committee for the forthcoming year, seconded by
Councillor A White. There being no further nominations it was:

Resolved

That Councillor R Munn be elected Chair of the Community Services
Committee for the forthcoming year.

Councillor R Munn proposed that Councillor G McCaffery be elected Vice-
Chair of the Community Services Committee for the forthcoming year,
seconded by Councillor R Hopkinson. There being no further nominations, it
was:

Resolved

That Councillor G McCaffery be elected Vice-Chair of the Community
Services Committee for the forthcoming year.

iii) Appointment of Finance and Administration Committee (9 Members)

Councillors S Abbott
H Belcher
N Brakspear
J Brook
A Brown
J Coward
T Ellis
R Hopkinson
G Ward



Vi)

Election of Chair and Vice-Chair of the Finance and Administration
Committee

Councillor G Ward proposed that Councillor S Abbott be elected Chair of the
Finance and Administration Committee for the forthcoming year, seconded by
Councillor R Hopkinson. There being no further nominations, it was:

Resolved

That Councillor S Abbott be elected Chair of the Finance and Administration
Committee for the forthcoming year.

Councillor S Abbott proposed that Councillor G Ward be elected Vice-Chair of
the Finance and Administration Committee for the forthcoming year, seconded
by Councillor R Munn. There being no further nominations, it was:

Resolved

That Councillor G Ward be elected Vice-Chair of the Finance and
Administration Committee for the forthcoming year.

Appointment of Property and Amenities Committee (9 Members)

Councillors S Abbott
H Belcher
N Brakspear
J Brook
J Coward
T Ellis
R Hopkinson
G McCaffery
G Ward

Election of Chair and Vice-Chair of the Property and Amenities
Committee

Councillor H Belcher proposed that Councillor T Ellis be elected Chair of the
Property and Amenities Committee for the forthcoming year, seconded by
Councillor R Munn. There being no further nominations, it was:

Resolved

That Councillor T Ellis be elected Chair of the Property and Amenities
Committee for the forthcoming year.

Councillor T Ellis proposed that Councillor H Belcher be elected Vice-Chair of
the Property and Amenities Committee for the forthcoming year, seconded by
Councillor G Ward. There being no further nominations, it was:



vii)

viii)

xi)

xii)

Resolved

That Councillor H Belcher be elected Vice-Chair of the Property and
Amenities Committee for the forthcoming year.

Appointment of Accounts Sub-committee (4 Members + 2 Reserves)

Councillors J Brook
J Coward
T Ellis
G Ward
R Hopkinson (Reserve)
D Jarman (Reserve)

Appointment of Staffing Panel (4 to 5 Members)

Councillors J Coward
R Hopkinson
| Scrannage
G Ward

Appointment of Appeals Panel (4 to 5 Members)

Councillors H Belcher
G McCaffery
R Munn
A White

Appointment of Strategic Planning Working Group (Up to 8 Members)
Resolved

That Councillors S Abbott, A Brown, T Ellis and R Munn be appointed to the
Strategic Planning Working Group as Chairs of the Council and Committees.
In addition Councillors H Belcher, R Hopkinson, N Pocock and G Ward were
appointed to the Group.

Appointment of Age-friendly Corsham Group (4 to 5 Members)

Councillors A Brown
J Coward
T Ellis
V Steadman
A White

Appointment of Community Awards Panel (4 to 5 Members)

Councillors H Belcher
P Freestone
G McCaffery
R Munn
| Scrannage
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xiii)

Xiv)

XV)

xvi)

Appointment of Community Wellbeing Working Group (6-8 Members)

Councillors A Brown
P Freestone
R Hopkinson
R Munn
| Scrannage
A White

Appointment of Environment Task Group (6 members)

Councillors S Abbott
T Ellis
A Mackie
R Munn
| Scrannage
G Ward

Appointment of Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group (5
to 7 Members)

Councillors S Abbott
H Belcher
N Brakspear
A Brown
R Hopkinson
G McCaffery
V Steadman

Election of Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring
Group

Councillor H Belcher nominated Councillor S Abbott as Chair of the
Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group for the forthcoming year,
seconded by Councillor G McCaffery. There being no further nominations, it
was:

Resolved

That Councillor S Abbott be elected Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery
and Monitoring Group for the forthcoming year.

xviii) Appointment of Public Art Task Group (4 to 5 Members)

Councillors P Freestone
R Munn
N Pocock
V Steadman
G Ward



xix) Appointment of Public Realm Task Group (5 to 6 Members)

Councillors S Abbott
H Belcher
R Hopkinson
G McCaffery
N Pocock
V Steadman

13/26 Appointments to Outside Bodies
Resolved

That the following appointments to outside bodies be made for the 2026/27 Council
year:

i) Bath Spa University Liaison (3-5 Members + Council Chair)
A Brown
R Hopkinson
D Jarman
| Scrannage
V Steadman
G Ward

i) Campaign to Protect Rural England (1 Member + 1 Reserve)
V Steadman
N Brakspear (Reserve)

iii) Community First (1 Member + 1 Reserve)
N Pocock
G McCaffery (Reserve)

iv) Corsham Area Board (1 Member + 1 Reserve)
A Brown
N Brakspear (Reserve)

V) Corsham Business Forum (3-4 Members)
A Brown
P Freestone
R Hopkinson
D Jarman

Vi) Corsham Climate Action (2 Members)
A Brown
T Ellis

vii) Corsham Connections (1 Member + 1 Reserve)
V Steadman
A White (Reserve)



viii)

xi)

xii)

xiii)

Xiv)

XV)

xvi)

Corsham Local Highway and Footway Improvement Group (LHFIG)
(1 Member + 1 Reserve)

S Abbott

J Brook (Reserve)

Corsham Local Youth Network (2 Members + 1 Reserve)
S Abbott

A Brown

G McCaffery (Reserve)

Corsham Railway Station Town Team/Steering Group (4-6 Members
+ Council Chair)

S Abbott

H Belcher

A Brown

R Hopkinson

G McCaffery

N Pocock

A White

Corsham Schools Liaison Group (4-5 Members)
S Abbott

A Brown

R Hopkinson

D Jarman

Corsham Sports Forum (3-4 Members)
S Abbott

A Brown

R Hopkinson

G McCaffery

Corsham Twinning Association (1 Member + 1 Reserve)
R Munn
H Belcher (Reserve)

Corsham Walking Festival (2 Members)
T Ellis
(one vacancy)

Corsham Youth Council (2 Members + 1 Reserve)
A Brown

| Scrannage

H Belcher (Reserve)

Corsham Youth Zone (2 Members + 1 Reserve)
A Brown

| Scrannage

H Belcher (Reserve)



xvii) Dorset and Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service (1 Member + Reserve)
V Steadman
G McCaffery (Reserve)

xviii) Emergency Planning Volunteer (2 Members+ Reserve)
G McCaffery
V Steadman
G Ward (Reserve)

xix) Fairtrade (1 Member + 1 Reserve)
T Ellis
A Brown (Reserve)

xx) Potley & Pockeridge Community Association (1 Member + 1 Reserve)
J Brook
R Munn (Reserve)

xxi) The Pound Arts Trust Ltd (1 Member + 1 Reserve)
R Munn
G Ward (Reserve)

xxii) Rural Services Network (1 Member)
V Steadman

xxiii) Skatepark Group (3 Members)
S Abbott
A Brown
T Ellis

xxiv) Town Council Surgery (4 Members)
A Brown
T Ellis
R Hopkinson
| Scrannage
xxv) Wiltshire Association of Local Councils and NALC (1 Member + 1

Reserve)
G McCaffery

R Munn (Reserve)

16/26 Correspondence
i) Members Information Sheets Nos. 618 and 619 were noted.
ii) Late correspondence — There was none.
17/26 Reports from Council representatives appointed to outside bodies
Councillor T Ellis reported that over half the tickets for the Corsham Walking Festival

had been sold and that some walks were sold out.
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18/26

19/26

Councillor N Brakspear reported that Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE)
would be holding its AGM at Corsham Town Hall on 30 July 2026. Further details
would be shared with Councillors when available.

Councillor A White reported that the Pickwick Association’s AGM would be held at
St Patrick’s Church Hall on 22 June 2026.

Councillor A Brown reported that the next meeting of the Local Youth Network would
be on 13 May 2026 at The Corsham School.

Minutes of the Council (Planning) Meeting held on 22 April 2026
Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were none.

20/26 Minutes of the Finance and Administration Meeting held on 29 April 2026

21/26

22/26

23/26

Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.

Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were none.

Internal Audit Report (Final Update) 2025/26

The report from the recent audit visit was considered. The internal auditor had made
no recommendations. The Finance and Administration team were thanked for their
efforts throughout the year.

Resolved

That the Internal Audit Report for 2025/26 be noted.

Risk Management Strategy (Minutes F&A 57/25 and 164/25)

Further to the Finance and Administration Committee meeting on 29 March 2026 and
Council meeting on 13 October 2025, the Risk Management Strategy and Strategic
Risk Register were considered as recommended by the external auditor. The Chief
Executive was thanked for his work on the documents.

Risk Management would be covered at the Councillor training session on 18 May
2026.

Resolved

That the Risk Management Strategy and Strategic Risk Register be noted.
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24/26

25/26

26/26

27/26

Care Home Provision in Wiltshire/Hungerford House Closure (MIS 619,
29/04/2026)

Wiltshire Council was progressing a long-term strategy to invest in modern,
fit-for-purpose care homes that better meet current and future needs. As part of this,
it was working with The Orders of St John Care Trust (OSJCT) and planning the
closure of three Council-owned care homes: Buckland Court (Amesbury), Seymour
House (Chippenham) and Hungerford House (Corsham). The buildings were over 50
years old and did not meet modern care standards without significant disruption and
investment.

Residents, families and staff had been informed. Care and support would continue
during the transition, with individual plans to support residents to move to more
suitable accommodation. Subject to completion of required processes, the homes
were expected to close by 30 June 2026.

Wiltshire Council’s stated priority was residents’ wellbeing and ensuring dignified,
appropriate care, while supporting staff through the process. No decision had been
made regarding the future of the site.

Resolved
i) That the closure of Hungerford House be noted.
ii) That an item regarding the closure of Hungerford House be put on the Council

Agenda for June 2026 to enable Wiltshire Councillors to provide an update.
Dorset and Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service Proposed Station Closures
Consultation

Dorset and Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service was consulting on the possible
closures of eight fire stations in Dorset and Wiltshire. Whilst Corsham Fire Station
was not directly affected, Bradford on Avon was listed for possible closure.

Resolved

That the consultation be noted and that Councillors be encouraged to respond as
individuals.

Co-option (Minute 318/25 and others)

There were two Town Councillor vacancies for co-option, both for the Corsham
Pickwick Ward. No nominations to fill either vacancy had been received. The
vacancies would continue to be advertised, and Councillors were encouraged to
promote them.

Issues for Corsham Area Board Consideration (Various Minutes)
Further to previous meetings, this regular agenda item asked the Town Council to
identify issues for Area Board consideration. It was reported that the next Corsham

Area Board Meeting would be held at 7pm on 21 May at Lacock Village Hall.

There were no new issues.
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28/26 Authorisation of cheques and payments

Name Amount
Salaries & Payments - CTC Staff £34,389.46
Prudential - AVC Payment Emp 72 £250.00
Wiltshire Pension Fund - Pension Contributions for May £10,800.75
HMRC - Tax & NI for May £13,311.52
Methuen Hall Trust - Use of Council Chamber and Main Hall for April £746.01
Methuen Hall Trust - Use of Rooms for Smaller Meetings for April £179.00
Methuen Hall Trust - Use of Main Hall for Storytown Event £80.00
Alex Cotter - Judging of StoryTown Competition £250.00
Allens Catering Hire Services Ltd - Wine Glass Hire Corsham Celebrates

Event £33.92
Amazon - Certificate Frames, Paper Hats, Water Bottles, Stationery, Blue

Roll £189.41
A T Graphics Ltd (Coach Tours UK) - Advertising and Editorial £300.00
Auditing Solutions Ltd - Final Internal Audit Service for 2025/26 £630.00
C B Window Cleaning Services Ltd - Bus Shelter Cleaning in May £600.00
Corsham Print Ltd - Number Vinyls, No Parking Signs, Bus Route

Leaflets, Re-Size of Ad £584.00
Corsham Stationery - Printing of Story Town Prize Anthologies £80.00
Dentons - Advertising entry (CTC) in the Dentons Directory for 2026

Edition £153.18
Diamond H20 Compliance Ltd - Survey of Cold Water StorageTanks and

Pipes - Flats 1 & 2 Arnold House £114.00
G B Leisure & Sport UK Ltd - Rubber Crumb Granules for Bences Lane

Play Area £62.04
Great West Way Ltd - Advertising in Trade Travel Guide and on Tear-Off

Map £636.00
Hartham Park Estates Ltd - Water Usage for Middlewick Allotments

(06.09.25 - 28.03.26) £41.79
Idverde Ltd - Grounds Maintenance and Public Toilet Cleaning for April £4,563.20
J B Tree Services Ltd - Tree Works at St Bartholomew's Churchyard £420.00
(Mrs) S Jefferys - Reimbursement of Refreshments for Corsham

Celebrates £107.30
J H Jones & Sons Ltd - Grave Digging £1,950.00
J H Jones & Sons Ltd - Tarmac Works at Pictor Close £4.339.74
Konica Minolta - Printer/Copier Charges (01.04.26 - 30.06.26) £121.18
Local Toilet Hire - Balance of Toilet Hire for Summer Fete and Street Fair

Events £738.00
Locksmart Ltd - Lock Repair at Arnold House (TIC) £75.00
Matthew Tett - StoryTown Competition Co-ordination Second Part £550.00
MB Bells Ltd - Electrical Works at the Guide Hut £293.06
MediaClash Ltd - Advertising in Bath Life Magazine £156.00
Milk & Tweed Studio Ltd - Web Hosting and Website Support for May £426.00
My Skills For Life - First Aid Cover for Summer Fete, Street Fair and

Xmas Lights Events £1,250.00
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OVO Energy - Gas and Electric Bills for Flat 1 Arnold House (28.01.26 -

27.03.26) and (28.03.26 - 27.04.26) £144 .41
Parrett Creations - Lifesize Sheep for Corsham Primary School £780.00
Perry Seymour-Marsh - Photography in/around the Town Centre £1,430.00
(The) Pounds Arts Trust Ltd - Activity and Event Fee for ECO Fair,

Musicians for Taste £1,100.00
Rialtas Business Solutions Ltd - Year End Closedown Support (CTC

Accounts) £1,104.00
Rogerdean (James Creighton) - PA System etc. for Taste of Corsham

Event £450.00
Screwfix - Radiator Brackets, Safety Boots, Safety Trainers £101.97
Simply Sweepers Ltd - Road Sweeping Zones 3 & 4 on 27.04.26 and

28.04.26 £1,748.98
Spindles Bikes Ltd - Helmets and Puncture Repairs - ECO Fair £112.00
Total Guide To Ltd - Advertising for Taste of Corsham Event £180.00

Travis Perkins - Misc Materials, Rubble Sacks, Painting Materials,
Topsoil, Postcrete, Fence Post, Pipe Insulation, Compost, Topsoil,

Rawlplugs £376.58
Visit Wiltshire (Great West Way) - Corsham Tab on Visit Wiltshire

Website £900.00
Wanna Face Paint - Face Painting at Street Fair Event £260.00
WES Doors - Service of Arnold House Automatic Door £150.00
Wiltshire Council - Advertising of Job Vacancies - Part-time Admin

Assistant and Neighbourhood Services Technician £398.40
Wiltshire Council - Free Parking for Taste, Street Fair and Christmas

Lights Events £692.50
Wired Publishing - Advertising for Taste of Corsham Event £129.60
Woodago Eco Solutions Ltd (Woody's Delicatessen) - Redeemed

Staff/Volunteer Food Vouchers (ECO Fair) £68.45
Your Wiltshire - Advertising for Taste of Corsham Event £65.00
Zurich Municipal - Insurance cover for vehicle on hire £112.00
Grants

There were none for this meeting.

Cheque

Petty Cash - Petty Cash Iltems £168.80
Charge Card

Lanka Kade (UK) Ltd - Garden Birds Playset for Easter Trail £28.50
Envelopes Ltd - Seed Envelopes for ECO Fair £13.30
Sign Trade Supplies Ltd - Aluminium Post £86.20
You Garden - Summer Bulbs for Meriton Rec. £36.97
John Bradshaw Ltd - Whip Aerial for Grounds Team Electric Vehicle £104.35
Toolstation Ltd £7.93
Sub total £89,170.50

Cheques/Internet Banking Paid Outside of Meeting
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Breeze Environmental Ltd - VAT element of invoice omitted from April's
Accounts Payable

Payments Made by Direct Debit/Standing Order

Hills Waste - Waste collections, Duty of Care Charge and Skip Exchange

- April

Onecom Ltd - IT Managed Services Agreement (April), MS365 (April),
VBUC (April), Domain Renewal, Connectivity (March)

Peninsula - HR and H and S Provision

SGW Payroll Ltd - Payroll Processing for April

SSE - Springfield CCTV (March)

UK Fuels - Fuel for Work Vehicles

Viking Office UK Ltd - Postage Stamps, Copier Paper

Vodaphone - Phone Services for April and May

Vodaphone - Mobile Phone Charges

Water2Business - Water Usage - Public Toilets (15.10.25 - 17.04.26)
West Mercia Energy - Electricity for Public Toilets (March)

West Mercia Energy - Electricity for Guide Hut (March)

West Mercia Energy - Electricity for Arnold House (01.03.26 - 31.03.26
and adjustments for the period 28.01.26 - 31.01.26)

SUB TOTAL

TOTAL
Resolved

That the cheques and transfers be authorised for payment.

£499.00

£1,299.25

£1,838.99
£460.72
£60.48
£4.93
£288.77
£153.38
£380.86
£378.24
£1,896.54
£89.63
£94.72

£548.66
£7,994.17

£97,164.67

The meeting commenced at 7.00pm and closed at 8.23pm. There were no members

of the public present at the meeting.

CHAIR DATE
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