Corsham

TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting held at the Town Hall on Monday 12 January 2026

Present

Councillor A Brown (Chair)

Councillors S Abbott, H Belcher OBE, N Brakspear, J Brook,

J Coward, T Ellis, R Hopkinson, D Jarman, A Mackie, N Pocock,
V Steadman, G Ward and A White.

In Attendance Mrs K Gilby (Head of Finance and Administration)

223/25

224/25

225/25

226/25

227/25

DC K Golledge (Wiltshire Police)
D Martin (Chief Executive)

A minute’s silence was observed at the start of the Council meeting in memory of
former Town Councillor Mervyn Jackson who had sadly passed away. Mervyn had
previously served on the Town Council for 25 years.

Apologies

Apologies had been received from Councillors G McCaffery and R Munn.

Public Question Time and Petitions

There were none.

Declarations of Interest

To receive any Declaration(s) of Interest under Corsham Town Council’s Code of
Conduct issued in accordance with the Localism Act 2011.

Councillor J Brook declared a non-pecuniary interest in the authorisation of
cheques and payments, as the editor of Neston News, with whom the Town
Council advertise. He remained in the room during the discussion and decision on
the item.

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 8 December 2025

Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.

Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were no matters arising.
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228/25

229/25

230/25

Policing and Community Safety
DC K Golledge was in attendance and gave the following report:
During December two drug warrants had been carried out.

One male had been arrested for drug driving, one male had been arrested for
drink driving, and one male had been arrested for driving whilst disqualified.

A number of vehicles had been accessed and small amounts of money taken.

One male had pleaded guilty to a robbery on a bus and had been remanded in
custody.

The Co-op supermarket had been targeted by thieves from out of town. It was
hoped that when a new CCTV system was installed in the Martingate Centre, the
inclusion of Automatic Number Plate Recognition would assist with the
identification of perpetrators.

Speed enforcement officers had caught a number of drivers speeding in the
20mph zone in Neston. Seventeen had agreed to undertake speed awareness
courses.

DC Golledge would seek to get some speed enforcement to take place in
Newlands Road within the 20mph limit.

The Neighbourhood Policing Team also shared some crime comparison figures.
These would be added to the next Members’ Information Sheet.

Chair's Announcements

On 12 December the Chair and Chief Executive attended a meeting of town
council representatives from within the Chippenham constituency.

On 15 December the Corsham Foodbank delivered 102 food parcels.

On 30 December the Chair attended a skatepark event at Springfield. Around 75
people were in attendance.

The Chair reported that Bobby Keeler had resigned as a Town Councillor.
The Chair reported that the Age-friendly Action Plan was being produced.

The Chair reported that S Gilmour had started work in the office as maternity
cover for A Leverett.

Correspondence
i) Members Information Sheets Nos. 610 and 611 were noted.

ii) Late correspondence — There was none.
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231/25

232/25

233/25

234/25

235/25

236/25

237125

Reports from Council representatives appointed to outside bodies.

Councillor T Ellis reported that Corsham Walking Festival’s brochure was about to
go to print and that tickets for the walks would be available from The Pound.
Councillor Ellis would be opening the Walking Festival this year as the Chair
would be away.

Councillor D Jarman reminded those present that the next Business Breakfast
would be held at The Pound on 29 January from 8-10am.

Councillors H Belcher and J Brook had attended a Potley and Pockeridge
Community Centre meeting on 9 December and reported that all was going well
there. The Chair would arrange to visit the Brunel Shed.

The Chair reminded those present that the next MOD Liaison Meeting would be
held at MOD Corsham on 26 January 2026.

Minutes of the Finance and Administration Committee Meeting held on
10 December 2025

Resolved
That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were none.

Minutes of the Council (Planning) Meeting held on 17 December 2025
Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were none.

Minutes of the Council (Planning) Meeting held on 7 January 2026
Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
Matters Arising from the above Minutes

Minute PL 104/25 — PL/2025/05552 Land South of Brockleaze, Neston - Battery
Energy Storage System with associated infrastructure - Any questions regarding
the proposed BESS at Neston should be directed to Councillor P Wragg as the
Wiltshire Councillor for that area. Maps which show the area would be put on the
next Members Information Sheet.
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238/25

239/25

240/25

241/25

Minutes of the Corsham Railway Station Town Team Meeting held on
5 December 2025

Resolved
That the Minutes be noted.
Matters Arising from the above Minutes

Minute TT 144 — Next Steps - Councillor H Belcher reported that she had met
with S Gibson MP and was arranging a meeting with the Head of Planning at
Wiltshire Council. They would try to ensure that enough prominence was given to
a new railway station for Corsham in the emerging Local Plan.

Budget and Precept for 2026/27

Following the recent round of Committee meetings and the report to the Finance
and Administration Committee meeting on 10 December 2025, the draft budget
was discussed. The Town Council’s overall draft budget showed an increase in
spend of £96,709 if the use of earmarked reserves was excluded from both
years. The precept increase would be £125,551 (9.41%). If earmarked reserves
were not used for the 2026/27 financial year, the Town Council’s Precept would
increase by 23.47%. Allocating earmarked reserves reduced the increase
significantly. Earmarked reserves were funds already held by the Town Council
and could be drawn down at any point to fund specified projects. The number of
Band D equivalent properties was increasing in 2026/27 by 10.45 to 4,972.99.

The general budget changes along with the use of the earmarked reserves and
the additional Band D equivalent properties, resulted in an overall increase in the
Band D equivalent charge from £268.78 to £293.46 (an increase of £24.68 per
year (9.18%)). This was just over £0.47 per week.

Resolved

That the draft budget proposals and precept for 2026/27 be approved by the Full
Council, with a budget of £1,670,657 (excluding allocated earmarked reserves)
and a precept of £1,459,398.

Strategic Plan Update (Minute 165/25 and others)

The twelfth monitoring report, in the form of a RAG (Red/Amber/Green) Report
and update sheet, was considered. Following the two workshops for Councillors
and staff held in October and December, the Strategic Plan for 2026-2030 had
been drafted. It was being reviewed by the Senior Management Team, and a
Strategic Planning Working Group meeting was being arranged to discuss the
draft documents and the monitoring and reporting format prior to it being adopted
by the Full Council.

Resolved

That the monitoring report and update on progress with the Strategic Plan for
2026-2030 be noted. Officers were thanked for their hard work on both.
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242/25

243/25

244/25

245/25

Vacancies on Committees, Other Groups and Outside Bodies (Minute
218/25 and others)

Further to previous meetings, there were opportunities to fill the remaining
vacancies on Committees, other groups and outside bodies. Any unfilled
vacancies following this meeting could be filled at future meetings.

There were no volunteers at this meeting.
Issues for Corsham Area Board Consideration (Various Minutes)

This regular agenda item asked the Town Council to identify issues for Area
Board consideration and receive a Wiltshire Councillor update on key points
covered at Corsham Area Board meetings.

There were no new issues. The next Area Board Meeting would be on Thursday
5 March at Corsham Town Hall.

Co-option (Minute 221/25 and others)

There were still two Councillor vacancies for co-option. Both were for the
Corsham Pickwick Ward. Nominations to fill the vacancies which followed the
local elections had been advertised but no nominations were received by the
closing date. The vacancies would continue to be advertised and Councillors
were encouraged to promote them.

It was reported that there was now a third vacancy, arising from the resignation
of Bobby Keeler. A Notice of Vacancy was being advertised with a closing date
of 29 January 2026.

Resolved

That the situation be noted.

Authorisation of cheques and payments

Salaries & Payments - CTC Staff £32,818.06
Prudential - AVC Payment Emp 72 £250.00
Wiltshire Pension Fund - Pension Contributions for January £10,931.30
HMRC - Tax and NI for January £12,753.93
Methuen Hall Trust - Use of Rooms for Smaller Meetings Nov and Dec £475.00
Methuen Hall Trust - Hire of Council Chamber and Town Hall for £730.00
December

Methuen Hall Trust - Reimbursement of Amazon order paid from MHT in £31.24
error

Alarms & Electrical (Devizes) Ltd - Intruder Alarm Servicing - TIC and £427.20
Arnold House

Alpha Rod Ltd - Jetting and Excavation Works - Public Toilets £918.00
Amazon - Blue Roll, Insulated Cups, Time Capsule, Cable for S.1.D., £190.60

Hand Towels, Phone Protector and Case, Stationery
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A T Graphics Ltd (Coach Tours UK) - Advertising £300.00

Balloonitude - Balloon modelling at Christmas Lights Event £260.00
Bath & N.E. Somerset Council - Data Protection Services £1,650.00
(The) Bath Magazine/MC Publishing - Christmas Advert £210.00
Corsham Print Ltd - Christmas Card Printing, Poster Amendments £151.20
(The) Corsham Windband Association - Performance at Christmas £275.00
Lights

E\?erbubbles - Plaque for Memorial Tree £42.49
Global Media Group Services Ltd - Radio Advertising £888.14
Great West Way - Leaflet Distribution at Tourism Shows £240.00
Hardwick & Sons (Secret Valley Christmas Trees) - Christmas Trees x 3 £495.00
Hy-Tex (UK) Ltd - Mulch Mat £153.00
Idverde - Pressure Washing of Public Toilets £222.00
Idverde - Grounds Maintenance and Cleaning of Public Toilets (Dec) £4,276.19
J & A (International) Ltd (Name Badges International) - Staff/Councillor £105.68
Name Badges

J H Jones & Sons Ltd - Grave Digging £1,300.00
Konica Minolta - Printing (01.10.25 - 31.12.25) £274.54
Marc Leech - Refund of Stall Booking Fee for Christmas Lights Event £10.00
Miles White Transport Ltd - Assessment of parking/tracking options at £774.00
Arnold House

Military Wives Choir - Busking at Wishing Tree Event £100.00
Milk & Tweed Studio Ltd - Web Hosting and Website Support (January) £426.00
Neston News - Advertising for 2026 £400.00
Onecom - Mobile phone (for HP) £1,106.14
(The) Open Blue Trust - Youth Work Sessions £900.00
Screwfix - Safety Boots £52.99
Simply Sweepers - Road Sweeping Zone 3 (4 Dec), Zone 2 (9 Dec) £2,241.32
SLCC Enterprises Ltd - Strategic Planning Consultancy £3,726.90
Travis Perkins - Hire of Barriers for Christmas Lights Event, Misc £122.24
Materials

Veli'cious (Costinel Velicu) - Staff/Helper Food Vouchers Christmas £120.00
Lights

Vigsit Wiltshire - Advertising £384.00
Wendy Greenwood - Refund of Stall Booking Fee for Christmas Lights £10.00
WES Doors - Service of Arnold House Automatic Door £150.00
Wiltshire Council - Room Hire at Digital Mansion 05.12.25 £120.00
Your Wiltshire - Advertising £65.00
Grants

Corsham Pétanque Club £750.00
Cheque

Petty Cash - Petty Cash ltems £190.59
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Charge Card

Grants Online - Subscription

Baker Ross Ltd - Fabric Paint

Colin Bush Machinery Ltd - Strimmer Repairs
Start Traffic Ltd - Tree Cutting Sign

Rawlins Paints - Line Marking Paint

SLCC Enterprises - CILCA Portfolio Course
Land Registry - Land and Property Searches x 3
Hampshire Flag Company Ltd - Pride Flag
Greenway Training Ltd - Woodchipper Course
SLCC - CiLCA Qualification Fee

Sub total

Chequesl/internet Banking Paid Outside of Meeting
Alpha Rod Ltd - Public Toilets CCTV Survey

Payments Made by Direct Debit/Standing Order

Hills Waste Solutions Ltd - Waste collections and Duty of Care EPA
Charge (Dec)

Hills Waste Solutions Ltd - Waste collections and Duty of Care EPA
Charge - Christmas Lights Event

Mainstream Digital - Line Rental (Jan)

Onecom Ltd - IT Managed Services Agreement Dec, MS365 Dec, VBUC

Dec, Connectivity and Set Up of New Laptops

Peninsula - HR and H&S Provision (Dec and Jan)

SGW Payroll Ltd - Payroll Processing including Additional Charge
UK Fuels - Fuel for Work Vehicles

Viking Office UK Ltd - 27" Monitor and Caretaking Supplies
Vodaphone - Phone Services

Vodaphone - Service Charges for Mobile Phones

West Mercia Energy - Electricity for Public Conveniences (Nov)
West Mercia Energy - Electricity for Guide Hut (Nov)

SUB TOTAL
TOTAL

Resolved

That the cheques and transfers be authorised for payment.

The meeting commenced at 7.00pm and closed at 7.55pm. There were no

members of the public present at the meeting.

CHAIR DATE
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£150.00
£14.90
£113.80
£60.17
£34.95
£540.00
£35.00
£65.14
£300.00
£495.00

£83,826.71

£102.00

£855.86

£374.20

£64.80
£2,632.34

£921.44
£178.56
£221.44
£128.48

£352.57
£65.42
£126.68
£6,023.79

£89,850.50



