Corsham

TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held at the Town Hall on Monday 12 May 2025

Present Councillor A Brown (Chair)

Councillors S Abbott, H Belcher OBE, N Brakspear, J Brook, T Ellis,
R Hopkinson, D Jarman, B Keeler, A Mackie, G McCaffery, R Munn, G Ward
and A White.

In Attendance Mrs K Gilby (Head of Finance & Administration)

01/25

02/25

03/25

Mr D Martin (Chief Executive)
Sgt M Tripp (Wiltshire Police)

Apologies

There were no apologies.

Election of the Chairman of the Council

Councillor T Ellis proposed that Councillor A Brown be elected as Chairman for the
forthcoming Council year, seconded by Councillor R Hopkinson. There being no further
nominations, it was:

Resolved

That Councillor A Brown be elected Chairman of Corsham Town Council for the
forthcoming Council year.

Declaration of Acceptance of Office by the Chairman

Councillor A Brown accepted the Office of Chairman for the forthcoming year and signed
the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

04/25 Election of Vice-Chair of the Council

Councillor A Brown proposed that Councillor T Ellis be elected as Vice-Chair for the
forthcoming year, seconded by Councillor R Hopkinson. There being no further
nominations, it was:

Resolved

That Councillor T Ellis be elected Vice-Chair of Corsham Town Council for the
forthcoming year.

05/25 Public Question Time and Petitions

There were none.



06/25 Code of Conduct
The Town Council’s Code of Conduct was reviewed.
Resolved
That Corsham Town Council’s Code of Conduct be approved.
07/25 Declarations of Interest

To receive any Declaration(s) of Interest under Corsham Town Council’s Code of
Conduct issued in accordance with the Localism Act 2011.

There were none.
08/25 Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 14 April 2025
Resolved
That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
09/25 Matters Arising from the above Minutes
There were no matters arising.
10/25 Policing and Community Safety
Sgt Tripp attended the meeting and gave the following report:

Local officers had attended the Eco Fair and VE Day Celebrations and held a talk at
Corsham Primary School.

Over the past month a number of incidents had taken place including:

The seizure of a Rottweiler following the report of a dog bite.

On a separate occasion, an XL Bully had been seized.

A motor vehicle had been damaged whilst parked in Pickwick Road.

One adult male and a juvenile male had been arrested on suspicion of robbery.
An adult male had been arrested for possession of a drug with intent to supply.
There had been an attempted burglary at Morrison’s in Kings Avenue.

A wallet had been stolen from an unlocked car in Station Road.

One adult male and a juvenile male had been arrested on suspicion of GBH following an
incident in a town centre car park.

An adult male had been charged in connection with several public order offences and
would be appearing in court later in the year.
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11/25 Chair’s Announcements
The Chair welcomed Councillor B Keeler following his election to the Town Council.

On 24 April the Chair had attended the Corsham Celebrates Event. He thanked the
Head of Community Services for organising the event.

The Chair thanked officers for a successful Eco Fair on 25 April.

On 2 May the result of the recent pharmacy appeal was announced. An additional
licence had been granted.

On 8 May the Chair attended the wreath laying as part of the 80" Anniversary of VE
Day.

The Chair congratulated Councillors R Hopkinson, H Belcher OBE and P Wragg on
being re-elected/elected to Wiltshire Council.

The Chair reminded Councillors to send apologies if they were unable to make a
meeting which they should be attending.

12/25 Non-Party-Political Town Council

Councillors were asked to confirm their commitment to the Town Council’s declaration
that once elected or co-opted, party political allegiances were put aside in order to
pursue a higher ideal: what was best for the town, residents and visitors to Corsham.

Resolved

That Councillors voted unanimously in supporting the statement that Corsham Town
Council remains non-party political.

13/25 Declaration of General Power of Competence

Corsham Town Council met the criteria for eligibility to use the General Power of
Competence as set out in the Localism Act 2011. The General Power of Competence
allows local councils to do anything that an individual could legally do, provided it was
not prohibited by other legislation. This power is intended to give councils greater
freedom to act in the best interests of their communities.

Criteria for Eligibility:

The council must have a qualified Clerk/Chief Executive;
At least two-thirds of the council members must have been elected; and
The Council must pass a resolution confirming its eligibility.

Resolved

i) That Corsham Town Council confirms that it meets the eligibility criteria for
adoption of the General Power of Competence as defined in the Localism Act
2011 and The Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed
Conditions) Order 2012 (Sl No. 965).

ii) To adopt a General Power of Competence.
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14/25 Appointments to Committees, Working Groups and Panels, and Election of
Committee Chairs and Vice-Chairs

Resolved

That the following appointments be made:

i)

iii)

Appointment of Community Services Committee (9 Members)

Councillors A Brown
R Hopkinson
D Jarman
B Keeler
G McCaffery
R Munn
A White
(two vacancies)

Election of Chair and Vice-Chair of the Community Services Committee

Councillor G McCaffery proposed that Councillor R Munn be elected Chair of the
Community Services Committee for the forthcoming year, seconded by Councillor
D Jarman. There being no further nominations it was:

Resolved

That Councillor R Munn be elected Chair of the Community Services Committee
for the forthcoming year.

Councillor R Munn proposed that Councillor G McCaffery be elected Vice-Chair
of the Community Services Committee for the forthcoming year, seconded by
Councillor R Hopkinson.

Resolved

That Councillor G McCaffery be elected Vice-Chair of the Community Services
Committee for the forthcoming year.

Appointment of Finance and Administration Committee (9 Members)

Councillors S Abbott
H Belcher
N Brakspear
J Brook
A Brown
T Ellis
R Hopkinson
G Ward
(one vacancy)



Vi)

Election of Chair and Vice-Chair of the Finance and Administration
Committee

Councillor G Ward proposed that Councillor S Abbott be elected Chair of the
Finance and Administration Committee for the forthcoming year, seconded by
Councillor R Hopkinson. There being no further nominations, it was:

Resolved

That Councillor S Abbott be elected Chair of the Finance and Administration
Committee for the forthcoming year.

Councillor S Abbott proposed that Councillor G Ward be elected Vice-Chair of the
Finance and Administration Committee for the forthcoming year, seconded by
Councillor R Hopkinson.

Resolved

That Councillor G Ward be appointed Vice-Chair of the Finance and
Administration Committee for the forthcoming year.

Appointment of Property and Amenities Committee (9 Members)

Councillors S Abbott
H Belcher
N Brakspear
J Brook
T Ellis
G McCaffery
G Ward
(two vacancies)

Election of Chair and Vice-Chair of the Property and Amenities Committee
Councillor H Belcher proposed that Councillor T Ellis be elected Chair of the
Property and Amenities Committee for the forthcoming year, seconded by
Councillor R Hopkinson. There being no further nominations it was:

Resolved

That Councillor T Ellis be elected Chair of the Property and Amenities Committee
for the forthcoming year.

Councillor T Ellis proposed that Councillor H Belcher be elected Vice-Chair of the
Property and Amenities Committee for the forthcoming year, seconded by
Councillor G McCaffery. There being no further nominations, it was:

Resolved

That Councillor H Belcher be elected Vice-Chair of the Property and Amenities
Committee for the forthcoming year.



vii)

viii)

xi)

Xii)

xiii)

Appointment of Accounts Sub-committee (4 Members + 2 reserves)

Councillors S Abbott
J Brook
T Ellis
G Ward
R Hopkinson (reserve)
D Jarman (reserve)

Appointment of Staffing Panel (4 to 5 Members)

Councillors S Abbott
H Belcher
R Hopkinson
G Ward

Appointment of Appeals Panel (4 to 5 Members)

Councillor D Jarman
G McCaffery
R Munn
(two vacancies)

Appointment of Strategic Planning Working Group (Up to 8 members)
Resolved

That Councillors S Abbott, A Brown, T Ellis and R Munn be appointed to the
Strategic Planning Working Group as Chairs of the Council and Committees. In
addition Councillors H Belcher, N Brakspear, R Hopkinson and A Mackie were
appointed to the group.

Appointment of Age-friendly Corsham Group (4 to 5 members)

Councillors A Brown
T Ellis
G McCaffery
A White

Appointment of Community Awards Panel (4 to 5 Members)

Councillors H Belcher
G McCaffery
R Munn
A White

Appointment of Community Wellbeing Working Group

Councillors A Brown
R Hopkinson
B Keeler
G McCaffery
R Munn



Xiv)

XV)

xvi)

xvii)

xviii)

Xix)

Appointment of Corsham Parish/Town 25%/130'" Anniversary Group (4 to 5
members)

Councillors R Hopkinson
D Jarman
B Keeler
G McCaffery

Appointment of Environment Task Group (6 members)

Councillors S Abbott
T Ellis
A Mackie
G Ward
(two vacancies)

Appointment of Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group (5 to 6
Members)

Councillors S Abbott
N Brakspear
A Brown
R Hopkinson
G McCaffery

Election of Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group

Councillor A Brown nominated Councillor S Abbott as Chair of the
Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group for the forthcoming year,
seconded by Councillor T Ellis.

Resolved

That Councillor S Abbott be elected Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery
and Monitoring Group for the forthcoming year.

Appointment of Public Art Task Group (4 to 5 members)

Councillors R Munn
G Ward
(three vacancies)

Appointment of Public Realm Task Group (5 to 6 members)

Councillors S Abbott
H Belcher
N Brakspear
G McCaffery
R Munn
G Ward



15/25 Appointments to Outside Bodies
Resolved

That the following appointments to outside bodies be made for the 2025/26 Council
year:

i) Bath Spa University Liaison (3-5 Members + Council Chair)
H Belcher
A Brown
R Hopkinson
D Jarman
A Mackie
G Ward

i) Campaign to Protect Rural England (1 Member + 1 Reserve)
N Brakspear
T Ellis (Reserve)

iii) Community First (1 Member + 1 Reserve)
A White
(one vacancy (Reserve))

iv) Corsham Area Board (1 Member + 1 Reserve)
A Brown
N Brakspear (Reserve)

V) Corsham Area Health and Wellbeing Group (1-3 Members)
A Brown
A White

Vi) Corsham Business Forum (3-4 Members)
R Hopkinson
D Jarman
R Munn
G Ward

vii) Corsham Climate Action (2 Members)
T Ellis
(one vacancy)

viii) Corsham Connections (1 Member)
A Brown

ix) Corsham Local Highway and Footway Improvement Group (LHFIG) (1
Member + 1 Reserve)
(two vacancies)

X) Corsham Local Youth Network (2 Members + 1 Reserve)
S Abbott
A Brown
G McCaffery (Reserve)



xi) Corsham Railway Station Town Team/Steering Group (4-6 Members)
S Abbott
H Belcher
R Hopkinson
G McCaffery
G Ward
A White

xii) Corsham Schools Liaison Group (4-5 Members)
S Abbott
A Brown
R Hopkinson
D Jarman

xiii) Corsham Sports Forum (3-4 Members)
S Abbott
A Brown
R Hopkinson
G McCaffery

xiv) Corsham Twinning Association (1 Member + 1 Reserve)
A White
H Belcher (Reserve)

xv)  Corsham Walking Festival (2 Members)
T Ellis
(one vacancy)

xvi) Corsham Youth Council (2 Members + 1 Reserve)
A Brown
R Munn
H Belcher (Reserve)

xvii) Corsham Youth Zone (2 Members + 1 Reserve)
S Abbott
A Brown
D Jarman (Reserve)

xviii) Dorset and Wiltshire Fire Service (1 Member + Reserve)
G McCaffery
(one vacancy (Reserve))

xix) Emergency Planning Volunteer (2 Members)
G McCaffery
G Ward

xx)  Fairtrade (1 Member + 1 Reserve)
T Ellis
(one vacancy (Reserve))

xxi) Potley & Pockeridge Community Association (1 Member + 1 Reserve)
J Brook
(one vacancy (Reserve))



xxii) The Pound Arts Trust Ltd (1 Member + 1 Reserve)
G Ward
R Munn (Reserve)

xxiii) Rural Services Network (1 Member)
N Brakspear

xxiv) Skatepark Group (3 Members)
S Abbott
A Brown
T Ellis
xxv) Town Council Surgery (4 Members)
A Brown
R Hopkinson
T Ellis
(one vacancy)
xxvi) Wiltshire Association of Local Councils and NALC (1 Member + Reserve)
G McCaffery
R Munn (Reserve)
16/25 Correspondence
i) Members Information Sheets Nos. 593 and 594 were noted.
ii) Late correspondence — There was none.

17/25 Reports from Council representatives appointed to outside bodies

Councillor D Jarman had attended the Business Breakfast at Wadswick Green and also
organised a networking lunch for local business leaders.

Councillor T Ellis reported that there were still some tickets available for the Corsham
Walking Festival.

18/25 Minutes of the Council (Planning) Meeting held on 23 April 2025
Resolved
That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
19/25 Matters Arising from the above Minutes
There were none.
20/25 Minutes of the Finance and Administration Meeting held on 30 April 2025
Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
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21/25 Matters Arising from the above Minutes

22/25

23/25

24/25

25/25

26/25

There were none.

Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group Meeting held
on 16 April 2025

Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record.
Matters Arising from the above Minutes
There were none.

Co-option of Councillors (Minute 276/24)

Further to the local elections on 1 May, there was a requirement to co-opt six people to
fill Councillor vacancies. The vacancies were in Corsham Ladbrook Ward (One);
Corsham Neston Ward (One), and Corsham Pickwick Ward (Four). The vacancies were
being advertised with a closing date for applications of 5pm on Monday 2 June.
Councillors were encouraged to promote the vacancies. Co-options would take place at
the June Council meeting. If vacancies remain after the June meeting, they would
continue to be advertised unless Wiltshire Council decided a by-election must be held.

Resolved
That the co-option arrangements be noted.

Careplus Pharmacy Ltd Appeal Decision (Minutes 125/24, 116/24 and others)

It was reported that the decision by the Pharmacy Appeal Committee (NHS Resolution)
regarding the pharmacy application for Corsham town centre had been made and the
original decision had been overturned. The outcome was:

i) The Pharmacy Appeals Committee (‘Committee’), appointed by NHS Resolution,
quashes the decision of the Commissioner and redetermines the application.

ii) The Committee determined that the application should be granted.

iii) As the proposed pharmacy is within 1.6km of a controlled locality the impact on
any dispensing patients must be considered, the issue of gradualisation, is
remitted back to the Commissioner to consider.

Full details could be found here https://resolution.nhs.uk/pca-decisions/ (Ref: 26332:
Application to open a pharmacy in Corsham). The owner of the Martingate Centre had
been informed. The Council was pleased with the outcome as it supported a second
pharmacy in Corsham.

Resolved
That the Pharmacy Appeal Decision be noted.
BT Consultation Notification, Wiltshire Payphone Removals (Minute 275/24)

At a previous meeting, it was Resolved: ‘That the Chief Executive would investigate
ownership of the box and ask if it was possible to know how many of the calls made
were to the emergency services.’
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27125

28/25

29/25

Wiltshire Council’'s Senior Highways Engineer had confirmed that the telephone kiosk
was on highway land and that they would not object to the Town Council adopting the
kiosk provided it was insured and maintained.

BT had reviewed call records and there had been three calls made to emergency
services within the previous 12 months. One of these did not connect and the other two
were sub-90 seconds long. BT said calls to emergency services would not be one of the
criteria that it would accept a representation for, since this would be mitigated for by
sufficient mobile network coverage.

Councillors considered whether to adopt the telephone kiosk should the telephone be
removed. As mentioned at the previous meeting, the kiosk was a listed building so care
would be needed if it were to be modified.

Resolved
Not to adopt the telephone kiosk at this time.

Local Visitor Economy Partnership (LVEP) for Wiltshire (Minute 44/24)

Further to previous meetings, Visit Wiltshire had announced that it had achieved LVEP
status for Wiltshire. The bid was backed by Wiltshire Council, local towns and over 400
tourism businesses. The application had to demonstrate a minimum level of core public
sector funding, which was achieved thanks to support from Bradford on Avon,
Chippenham, Corsham, Devizes, Malmesbury, Pewsey and Trowbridge Town Councils.
Corsham Town Council had earmarked up to £5,000 towards the initiative in the 2025/26
budget .

Resolved

That the Town Council was pleased to support Visit Wiltshire and the LVEP.
Issues for Corsham Area Board Consideration (Various Minutes)

Further to previous meetings, this regular agenda item asks the Town Council to identify
issues for Area Board consideration.

There were no new issues.

Authorisation of cheques and payments

Name Amount
Salaries & Payments - CTC Staff £31,708.59
Wiltshire Pension Fund - Pension Contributions for May £10,805.00
HMRC - Tax & NI for April £11,910.68
Methuen Hall Trust - Hire of Council Chamber and Town Hall for May £730.00
Methuen Hall Trust - Hire of Main Hall for Smaller Meetings March and £570.00
April

Agavus - My Council Services Grounds Software Annual Subscription £1,500.00
Allens Hire - Hire of Wine Glasses for Corsham Celebrates £32.26
Amazon - Hedgehog Chocolates and Food, Blue Roll £25.26
A T Graphics Ltd (Coach Tours UK) - Advertising £180.00
Auditing Solutions Ltd - Internal Audit £612.00
Community First - Membership Renewal £40.00
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Community Heartbeat Trust - Defibrillator Battery, AED Support,
Rescue Safety Kit
Coppard Plant Hire Ltd - Hire of Telehandler

Corsham Area Hedgehog Rescue - Donation and Hedgehog Trail Prize
Corsham Print Ltd - Bus Route Leaflets

Cromwell Group Holdings - Refuse Sacks

DLP Planning Ltd - Non Designated Heritage Assets Stage Two Fees
Idverde - Toilet cleaning, Grounds Maintenance, Mowing at Park Lane
John Williams Heating Services - Public Toilet Repair

Matthew Tett - Story Town Short Story Competition Work

MB Bells Ltd - Electrical works Arnold House

Milk and Tweed - Website Hosting and Website Support May

My Skills For Life - Manual Handling training x 5 Staff, First Aid at Work
Courses x 2 Staff
Newsquest Media Group - Eco Fair Advertising

Open Blue Trust - Open Blue Bus visits May - July
Parrett Creations Ltd - Lifesize Sheep Project

Pound Arts Trust - Busking, Admin Fee and Venue Hire and Activities
for Eco Fair
Rialtas - Year End Accounts Visit

Rural Services Partnership Ltd - Group Membership

S J Aplin Playgrounds Ltd - Installation of Pergola Unit, Plus Additional
Fixtures/Fittings
Screwfix - Cordless Sander

Simply Sweepers - Road Sweeping April, Zone 3
Terry Waldron - Pointing Stone and Plaster Work at Arnold House

Total Guide To Ltd - Social Media Posts re Taste of Corsham

Travis Perkins - Broom, Cable Ties, Metal Paint, Misc Materials,
Bungees, Wood Preserver, Gloves, Paving Slabs, Sand, Topsoil, Rawl
bolts

Wired Publishing - Taste of Corsham Advert

Your Wiltshire - Taste of Corsham Advert

Grants

The Peacock Arts Trail

Fairtrade Corsham

Read Easy North and West Wiltshire

Cheque
Petty Cash - Petty Cash ltems

Charge Card
Collins Nets - Goal Post Net for Coppershell

Annual Fee

Sub total
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£574.14

£347.76
£54.00
£434.00
£46.08
£1,350.00
£4,485.60
£93.60
£160.00
£252.06
£396.00
£472.00

£422.46
£1,200.00
£780.00
£1,850.00

£1,175.04
£172.62

£2,472.91

£129.99
£564.00
£17,352.00

£174.00
£325.21

£126.00
£78.00

£1,500.00
£120.00
£250.00

£234.33

£45.60

£32.00

£95,783.19



Chequesl/internet Banking Paid Outside of Meeting
There are none for this meeting.

Payments Made by Direct Debit/Standing Order

Hills Waste - Waste collection and skip exchange April

Mainstream Digital - Line Rental

Onecom - IT Contract and Hardware Installation

Peninsula - Employment Services, Business Safe, EAP (Apr and May)

and Online Services
SSE - CCTV Running Costs

SSE - Lighting Springfield Rec - Feb

UK Fuels - Fuel for Work Vehicles

Vodaphone - Mobile Phone Charges and Services

Water 2 Business - Public Convenience Water Charges October - May
West Mercia Energy - Electricity for Public Conveniences - March
West Mercia Energy - Electricity for Guide Hut - February and March

SUB TOTAL
TOTAL

Resolved

That the cheques and transfers be authorised for payment.

£1,144.72
£64.80
£840.52

£843.44

£25.53
£117.01

£224.38
£530.04
£2,306.13
£71.07
£112.48

£6,280.12

£102,063.31

The meeting commenced at 7.00pm and closed at 8.20pm. There were two members of

the public present.

CHAIR DATE
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