Corsham

TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting held at the Town Hall on Monday 13 April 2026

Present Councillor A Brown (Chair)
Councillors S Abbott, N Brakspear, J Brook, J Coward, T Ellis,
P Freestone, R Hopkinson, R Munn, N Pocock, | Scrannage,
V Steadman, G Ward and A White.
In Attendance Mrs K Gilby (Head of Finance and Administration)
A Hall (Martingate Centre)
D Martin (Chief Executive)
287/25 Apologies
Apologies had been received from Councillors H Belcher OBE, D Jarman and
G McCaffery.
288/25 Public Question Time and Petitions
There were none.
289/25 Declarations of Interest
To receive any Declaration(s) of Interest under Corsham Town Council’s Code of
Conduct issued in accordance with the Localism Act 2011.
There were none.
290/25 Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 9 March 2026
Resolved
That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
291/25 Matters Arising from the above Minutes
There were no matters arising.
292/25 Policing and Community Safety

The Police were unable to attend the meeting, but Sergeant Mike Tripp had sent
the following report:

During March 2026, PCSO Redmond delivered a talk at The Corsham School,
educating pupils on recognising the signs of exploitation and vulnerability.
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The Neighbourhood Policing Team had held an event in the town centre, providing
practical advice and tips relating to fraud prevention and online safety.

PC Archie Pierce had been conducting high-visibility patrols around the town on
the electric bike.

Recent incidents of note included:

On 11 March, criminal damage was carried out on a motor vehicle in the
Pockeridge area.

On 13 March, criminal damage was carried out on a motor vehicle in Park Lane.

On 18 March, an adult male was arrested on suspicion of drink-driving following a
road traffic collision in the Easton area in which a cyclist was struck.

On 24 March, a burglary was reported in Woodlands.
On 1 April, a burglary was reported in Syon Close.

Also on 1 April, an adult male was arrested on suspicion of drink driving in the
Gastard area.

On 3 April, criminal damage was caused to a motor vehicle in Corsham High
Street.

The two reported burglaries were being investigated as part of a potential series,
with unknown suspects believed to be targeting homes where older BMW vehicles
were present.

The Neighbourhood Policing Team also shared some crime comparison figures.
These would be added to the next Members’ Information Sheet.

On 27 March, the Chief Executive had met with Inspector P Foster and Sergeant
M Tripp. Inspector P Foster had been offered a temporary promotion; Inspector S
Anger would be taking over his position in May. In the meantime, Sergeant Tripp
could be contacted if required. An additional PCSO would be starting soon.

293/25 Chair's Announcements

On 16 March, Councillors and Officers visited the former Family Health Centre in
Beechfield Road, Corsham to ascertain its condition and potential use. The
building was surplus to NHS requirements. The vacant property was discussed by
the Strategic Planning Working Group.

On 23 March, the Chair helped to deliver 75 food parcels on behalf of the Food
Bank to all the primary schools in Corsham and Lacock and also The Corsham
School.

On 28 March, the Chair attended the official opening of the Park Lane Community
Garden. Sarah Gibson MP opened the garden.
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294/25

295/25

On 30 March, the Chair attended a Men’s Health Information Session with the
Living Well Team from The Porch.

The Chair reminded Councillors that the Eco Fair was taking place on 18 April.
On 26 April, the Corsham 2K and 10K runs would be taking place.

On 30 April the next Business Breakfast would be held from 8am to 10am at
Digital Mansion Corsham.

Also on 30 April, the StoryTown Story Prize event would be held at the Town Hall.

On 16 May, Corsham’s food festival Taste of Corsham would be taking place.
Please contact Sharon Jefferys if you are able to help.

On 21 May, the Corsham Area Board Meeting would take place at 7pm in Lacock
Village Hall.

Positive Conduct Equals Positive Democracy Charter

All Councillors had signed the Positive Conduct Equals Positive Democracy
Charter. The Charter was a pledge to be a positive conduct ambassador and
embody and promote high standards in public life. The Charter was in addition to
the Code of Conduct also signed by all Councillors.

The Chair reminded Councillors that this meant making a commitment to conduct
themselves in the best possible way for the benefit of our local communities.

He explained that whilst remaining respectful can be difficult when being
challenged in a way that Councillors may find obnoxious or rude, the public
expect their elected representatives to hold themselves to a higher standard.
Rude and offensive behaviour from just one Councillor lowers the public’s
expectations and confidence in all Councillors.

However, Councillors and Officers should not tolerate people being abusive,
intimidatory or threatening towards them. If this is felt to be the case, they were
entitled to stop any conversation or interaction in person or online and if
appropriate report the person to the relevant organisation.

Correspondence

i) Members Information Sheets Nos. 616 and 617 were noted.

ii) Late correspondence — The Wiltshire Association of Local Councils was

holding a larger Councils meeting on 22 April. Councillor G McCaffery (Chair
of WALC) and the Chief Executive would attend.
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296/25

297/25

298/25

299/25

300/25

301/25

302/25

303/25

Reports from Council Representatives Appointed to Outside Bodies

Councillor T Ellis reminded those present that tickets for the Corsham Walking
Festival were available. Pre-walks by walk leaders were also taking place.

Councillor A White reported that she had attended a recent Corsham Twinning
Association Meeting and that the telephone box which had been gifted to Jargeau,
France many years ago had been refurbished.

Councillor A Brown reported that he had recently met with the lead youth worker
for Corsham Youth Zone and that all was going well.

Minutes of the Council (Planning) Meeting held on 11 March 2026
Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were none.

Minutes of the Community Services Committee Meeting held on 18 March
2026

Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were none.

Minutes of the Property and Amenities Committee Meeting held on 25 March
2026

Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were none.

Minutes of the Council (Planning) Meeting held on 1 April 2026
Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.

99



304/25 Matters Arising from the above Minutes
There were none.

305/25 Minutes of the Strategic Planning Working Group Meeting held on 30 March
2026

Resolved
That the Minutes be noted.
306/25 Matters Arising from the above Minutes

In addition to the existing publicity for the Strategic Plan Consultation, further
posters would be displayed.

307/25 Minutes of the Corsham Youth Council Meeting held on 16 March 2026
Resolved
That the Minutes be noted.

308/25 Strategic Plan Update (Minute 283/25 and others)

The thirteenth monitoring report for the Strategic Plan 2022-2026, in the form of a
RAG (Red/Amber/Green) Report and update sheet was reviewed.

Consultation on the Strategic Plan for 2026-2030 would close on 30 April. Any
minor changes to the Plan would be carried out before the document was
professionally designed and published. If the consultation results indicated that
significant changes were needed, they would be considered by the Full Council.

Resolved

That the monitoring report be noted. Councillors thanked staff for all their hard
work on the current Strategic Plan.

309/25 Future of the Corsham Family Health Centre, Beechfield Road, Corsham
(Minute SP12/25 and others)

The former Family Health Centre had been declared surplus to NHS requirements.
The Strategic Planning Working Group had viewed the property and discussed
whether the Town Council might have a use for it and consider purchasing it. The
Group felt that the Town Council should not pursue purchasing the property and
that the NHS should put the property on the open market sooner rather than later
as it had been vacant for several years.

Resolved

That the Town Council does not pursue the acquisition of the former Family Health
Centre in Beechfield Road, Corsham.

100



310/25

311/25

Land at Park Place, Corsham (Minutes SP 11/25 and SP 05/25)

At the Strategic Planning Working Group meeting on 30 March 2026, the owner of
the quarry adjoining the land at Park Place gave a presentation about the stone
company (Lovell Stone Group Limited) and his desire to expand and improve the
facilities in Corsham. Their current site was constrained, and the company was
interested in purchasing Town Council-owned land next to the new allotments in
Park Place. The land was originally intended to be used for the Town Council’s
new workshop and had the benefit of planning permission for that use.

The stone company’s proposal would not include retail facilities or stone
processing facilities but may include offices, exhibition space, a showroom and
parking. The proposal could create up to 10 jobs.

There were various restrictions on the Park Lane land which adjoined the new
allotments. This included planning conditions and legal considerations which were
part of the transfer from the housing developer. Any proposal would need to
demonstrate community value and consider concerns raised previously about
ecology, parking, traffic, appearance and other objections raised by residents
when planning permission for the workshop was applied for.

The Working Group felt that the proposal was worth exploring and that legal
advice be sought on what might be possible.

Resolved

That legal advice be obtained on the limitations, constraints and permissible uses
relating to the Town Council’s land at Park Lane.

Martingate Centre/Empty Shops

Concern had been raised about the number of empty shops in Corsham,
especially following the closure of Boots and The Original Factory Shop. Traders
were reporting reduced footfall, and some were concerned about the future. There
had been an online meeting with the Town Council’s Chair, Officers and the owner
of the Martingate Centre (Andrew Hall) on 8 April. A follow-up meeting would take
place with Officers on 21 April 2026. Councillors were asked for ideas and
suggestions on how the Town Council could support the town centre in addition to
its current funding of free parking and its range of promotional activities and
events.

The owner of Martingate Centre, Andrew Hall, was in attendance and explained
that high streets were struggling generally across the country. He informed those
present that a planning application to modernise the centre was due to be
submitted to Wiltshire Council in the next few weeks. Work was expected to start
in the last quarter of this year and should take 8-10 weeks. It was hoped that
Corsham House (former Lloyds Bank building) would be opening in mid July 2026,
offering a sociable brasserie dining with a terrace, a ‘Beckford Bottle Shop’ and 14
bedrooms.

A licence had been granted for a new pharmacy in the former Boots premises and
there was an October deadline for the licence to be used, although a three-month
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312/25

313/25

extension could be applied for. Mr Hall hoped that a pharmacy would be open by
the end of the calendar year.

There was a condition on the Co-Op lease which meant that it was the only
supermarket permitted to operate in the Martingate Centre.

Mr Hall was happy to encourage community use of any empty units until they
could be let. It was suggested that a competition could be run to encourage young
entrepreneurs.

Mr Hall was thanked for his attendance and the information he was able to
provide.

Resolved
That the update on the Martingate Centre be noted.

Proposed Traffic Regulation Order for Consultation — Various Parking
Orders (Off Street Parking)

The Northern Wiltshire Off Street Parking Order 2026 was being advertised for
comment until 5 May 2026. Full details could be found at:
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/troconsultations. Proposed changes included: the
extension of parking charging hours in car parks from 7am to 7pm; increasing
parking charges across all car parks and aligning Sunday charges with weekday
rates.

Concerns were raised regarding: the impact on local businesses; displacement of
parking onto surrounding streets; inconvenience to residents and visitors;
insufficient justification for extended charging hours, and that Sunday charging
was disproportionate as parking demand was generally lower and more
community-focused.

Resolved

That the Chief Executive responds to the consultation, objecting to proposed
changes for the reasons outlined above.

Gigabit Broadband Voucher Scheme, Parish-led Engagement

Wiltshire Council’s Digital Connectivity Team had provided information on a
scheme to help rural homes and businesses upgrade to fast, reliable full fibre
broadband. The Gigabit Broadband Voucher Scheme was open for applications,
with the window running until August 2026. The scheme relied on promotion and
co-ordination at a local level. A Councillors’ Quick Guide had been provided.
Resolved

That Councillors help promote the gigabit broadband scheme and co-ordinate
local responses if they so wished.
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315/25

316/25

317/25

318/25

Fairtrade Corsham (Minute 278/24)

Further to Corsham being awarded Fairtrade Town status for 2023-2026, the
Town Council was asked to confirm, annually, its continuing support for Fairtrade
to support future applications for Fairtrade status. The Town Council would
continue to promote the scheme and appoint representatives to the Fairtrade
Corsham group.

Resolved

That the Town Council continues to support Fairtrade, promote the scheme and
appoint representatives to the Fairtrade Corsham Group.

Councillor Training Sessions

The Calendar of Meetings for 2026/27 included two Councillor training sessions.
The first session would be held in the Town Hall on 18 May 2026. The session
would involve brief presentations on Risk Management, Data Protection, Planning
and Finance. Ideas for other topics to be covered could be sent to the Chief
Executive. The majority of the time would be available for questions and answers.

Resolved
That the training sessions be noted and all Councillors be encouraged to attend.
Committee Preferences and Representation on Outside Bodies

The Chief Executive reminded Councillors about the process for deciding
Membership of Committees and appointing Representatives to Outside Bodies in
preparation for the Annual Council Meeting on 11 May 2026. Forms needed to be
completed and returned by 9am on Tuesday 5 May.

Resolved
The deadline for the return of Committee preferences was noted.
Issues for Corsham Area Board Consideration (Various Minutes)

This regular agenda item asked the Town Council to identify issues for Area Board
consideration and receive a Wiltshire Councillor update on key points covered at
Corsham Area Board meetings.

There were no new issues. Councillor R Hopkinson reported that she would be
standing down as Chair of the Corsham Area Board and the Local Highway and
Footway Improvement Group (LHFIG).

Co-option (Minute 285/25 and others)

There were two Town Councillor vacancies for co-option, both for the Corsham
Pickwick Ward. No nominations to fill either of the vacancies had been received.
The vacancies would continue to be advertised, and Councillors were encouraged
to promote them.
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319/25

Resolved
That the remaining vacancies continue to be advertised.

Authorisation of Cheques and Payments

Salaries & Payments - CTC Staff

Prudential - AVC Payment Emp 72

Wiltshire Pension Fund - Pension Contributions for April
HMRC - Tax & NI for April

Methuen Hall Trust - Use of Council Chamber and Main Hall in March
Methuen Hall Trust - Use of Rooms for Smaller Meetings in March

Methuen Hall Trust - First Six Monthly Instalment 2026/27
Amazon - Hand Towels

Breeze Environmental - Path work at Priory Cross Allotments
Community First - Annual Subscription

Cooke Automotive - MOT and service of Grounds Team Vehicles YX13
VJE and WV68 OVO

Corsham Print - Eco Fair Stickers, Spring Newsletter Design and Print
GB Sport and Leisure - Rubber Mulch, Resin and Grass Mat

Great West Way Ltd - Advertisement in Travel Magazine

Hampshire Flag Company Ltd - Bunting

Idverde - Grounds Maintenance and Public Toilet Cleaning (March)
Kennedys Law LLP - VAT Payable on Insurance Claim

M B Bells Ltd - Electrical Test and Inspections - Flat 2 Arnold House
and Public Toilets

Mega-Rod (Bath Drain and Jetting Services Ltd) - Drain Survey at
Arnold House and Jetting of Public Toilets

Milk & Tweed Studio Ltd - Web Hosting and Web Support (April)
Newsquest - Eco Fair Advertising

Pear Technology Services Ltd - Key View Maps x 2 for Neighbourhood
Plan, and Technical Support for 01/04/26 - 31/03/27

(The) Play Inspection Company - Annual Inspection of Play Areas
Proludic Ltd - Various Fittings for Play Equipment at Springfield
Rialtas - Accounts Software Annual Support and Maintenance
Licences/Subscriptions

Rural Services Partnership Ltd - Annual Membership of Rural Market
Town Group

SJ Aplin Playgrounds Ltd - Supply and Replace Bearing Unit at
Coppershell

Stephens Industries Ltd - Pond Liner for Coppershell
Streetmaster - Memorial Bench for Ladbrook Lane Cemetery
Total Guide To Ltd - Easter Trail Advertising

Travis Perkins - Wheelbarrow, Tarmac, Consumables, Topsaoil,
Concrete Blocks, Bitumen Sealer, Fencing Materials

Walker Fire (UK) Ltd - Fire Risk Assessments - Guide Hut and Arnold
House

Wanna Face Paint - Face Painting Services for Taste of Corsham

West Country Walling - Repairs to Wall at Centenary Garden
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£35,000.68

£250.00
£10,881.44
£13,472.96

£745.00
£405.00
£25,600.00
£32.68
£2,495.00
£40.00

£529.98
£1,069.00
£298.20
£720.00
£247.56
£4,563.20
£1,280.47

£324.00

£780.00
£426.00
£422.46

£642.00

£1,060.80
£529.13

£2,896.80
£181.25

£2,294 .40
£328.80
£1,382.40
£240.00

£607.06

£468.00
£325.00
£1,353.60



Wiltshire and Bath Air Ambulance Charity - Donation from funds
received re: Filming, plus advertising at Middlewick House Open
Garden Event

Wiltshire Association of Local Councils (WALC) - WALC and NALC
Annual Subscriptions for 2026/27

Wiltshire Council - Council Tax for Flat 1 Arnold House (31.01.26 -
31.03.27)

Wiltshire Council - Free Parking for First Half of 2026/27
Wired Publishing - Free Parking Advertising in the West Wilts
Magazine

Your Wiltshire - Magazine Advertising

Grants

Corsham Windband

Gastard Village Hall

The Pound Arts Trust

The Rise Trust

Cheque

Petty Cash - Petty Cash Items

Charge Card

No Statement Received

Sub total

Cheques/Internet Banking Paid Outside of Meeting
None

Payments Made by Direct Debit/Standing Order

Hills Waste - Waste collections, Duty of Care and Skip Exchange -
March

Peninsula - HR and H and S Provision

SGW Payroll Ltd - Payroll Year End Charges

UK Fuels - Fuel for Work Vehicles

Viking Office UK Ltd - Stationery

Wiltshire Council - Non-Domestic Rates for Arnold House (and Store
Room (Nil))

SUB TOTAL

TOTAL
Resolved

That the cheques and transfers be authorised for payment.

£800.00

£1,987.00

£240.14
£46,000.00

£129.60
£65.00

£4,500.00
£5,000.00
£10,000.00
£5,150.00

£41.30

£185,805.91

£1,848.92
£460.72
£66.24
£177.22
£148.90

£1,087.19
£3,789.19

£189,595.10

The meeting commenced at 7.00pm and closed at 8.40pm. There were no

members of the public present.

CHAIR DATE

105



