Corsham

TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting held at the Town Hall on Monday 14 April 2025
Present Councillor A Brown (Chair)
Councillors S Abbott, H Belcher OBE, N Brakspear, J Brook,
T Ellis, N Farmer, R Hopkinson, D Jarman, R Munn, J Roberton
and A White.

In Attendance Mrs K Gilby (Head of Finance and Administration)
D Martin (Chief Executive)

In Attendance Online Councillor T Bush
255/24 Apologies

Apologies had been received from Councillors G McCaffery, A Thomas, G Ward,
L Waugh and R Williams.

256/24 Public Question Time and Petitions
There were none.
257/24 Declarations of Interest

To receive any Declaration(s) of Interest under Corsham Town Council’s Code of
Conduct issued in accordance with the Localism Act 2011.

There were none.
258/24 Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 10 March 2025
Resolved
That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
259/24 Matters Arising from the above Minutes
There were no matters arising.
260/24 Policing and Community Safety
The Police were unable to attend the meeting but sergeant Mike Tripp had sent the

following report:
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261/24

Two youths had been given community resolutions following an incident involving
possession of a pointed article on a school premises. Two youths had been given
community resolutions for ASB/attempted criminal damage at the Springfield
Community Campus. A non-dwelling burglary had taken place at a unit at Leafield
Industrial Estate — equipment to the value of £20,000 had been stolen. An adult male
had been arrested for drink driving. One female had been given a community
resolution following a shoplifting offence in Martingate Centre.

There had been a garage break-in in Neston where £6,000 worth of work tools had
been stolen. A Land Rover Discovery had been stolen from Newlands Road.

Six youths were given community resolutions following ASB and criminal damage at
St Bartholomew’s Church. Approximately £10,000 worth of equipment was stolen
from a Wessex Water site at Gastard. Equipment worth £15,000 was stolen from an
industrial unit at Thingley Top.

An adult male was arrested and charged for assaulting a police officer, Section 5
Public order, breach of community protection notice and possession of cannabis.
Two adult males were sentenced for possession of fake documents. This was
following a warrant conducted at an address in Pockeridge Road, Corsham in
February 2025. Police had also conducted speed checks in Neston.

Councillors were concerned that there seemed to be a high level of incidents during
the month. The Chief Executive would ask if there had been a change in reporting
methods; whether it was thought that the high value thefts were linked, and if the
same youths were responsible for more then one offence.

Chair’s Announcements

The Chair reported that there was a strong chance that the Police would no longer
have a base at Springfield Community Campus in Corsham. The reserved parking
areas would remain. This raised a number of questions such as what the space
would be used for in the future; how the move would impact response times; what
the cost saving to the Police would be and whose decision it had been. The Chief
Executive was due to meet the local Police Inspector and Sergeant later in the week
and would discuss the concerns raised.

The Chair had attended the Celebrating Age Tea Party on 13 March. He had also
attended a story writing workshop. The Corsham Foodbank had given out 106 food
parcels on 30 March. The Chair had attended the Corsham Windband Concert on
4 April. He had also attended the 100 year anniversary celebrations at Corsham
Bowls Club and a Parkinsons Awareness Group at Wadswick Green.

262/24 Correspondence

i) Members Information Sheet Nos. 591 and 592 were noted.

ii) Late correspondence — there was none.
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263/24

264/24

265/24

266/24

267/24

268/24

269/24

Reports from Council representatives appointed to outside bodies

Councillor N Farmer had met with The Pound regarding ongoing involvement. They
were very positive about working with the Town Council. They were also taking on
the organisation of the Summer Busking Saturdays.

Councillor N Farmer had met with Helen Stride and Claire Todd regarding the
Michael Pennie public art project.

Councillor N Farmer had attended the StoryTown children’s prize giving event which
had been very uplifting. He expressed his thanks to Officers and the organisers
Matthew Tett and Alex Cotter.

Councillor A White reported that the Corsham Walking Festival was now taking
bookings.

Councillor J Roberton reported that Corsham Climate Action and Fairtrade would be
having a stall at the Eco Fair. The film Six Inches of Soil would be shown at The
Pound on 29 May.

Minutes of the Council (Planning) Meeting held on 12 March 2025

Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.

Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were none.

Minutes of the Community Services Committee Meeting held on 19 March 2025
Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.

Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were none.

Minutes of the Property and Amenities Committee Meeting held on 26 March
2025

Resolved
That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were none.
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270/24

271/24

272/24

273/24

274/24

275/24

276/24

Minutes of the Council (Planning) Meeting held on 2 April 2025
Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were none.

Minutes of the Strategic Planning Working Group Meeting held on 20 March
2025

Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record.

Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were none.

Minutes of the Corsham Youth Council Meeting held on 17 March 2025
Resolved

That the Minutes be noted.

BT Consultation Notification, Wiltshire Payphone Removals

Wiltshire Council had written to inform the Town Council that it had received
notification from British Telecommunications (BT) regarding its proposal to remove
several public payphones across Wiltshire. BT had conducted an assessment in
line with the recent Ofcom guidelines and identified specific payphones for removal
due to low usage and sufficient mobile network coverage. The list of those BT
wished to remove included the payphone at South Place, Corsham (recorded by BT
as Lacock Road). The payphone had 30 calls in the past 12 months. The box itself
would remain and be maintained.

Resolved

The Chief Executive would investigate ownership of the box and ask if it was
possible to know how many of the calls made were to the emergency services.

Elections Update (Minute 252/24 and others)

Further to the update to the Council meeting on 10 March, the Statement of Persons
Nominated was published on 3 April 2025. There were 14 persons nominated for the
20 seats. None of the wards were contested so the persons nominated would be
elected unopposed and take up office four days after the election day of 1 May.

The Council would remain quorate and would be able to fill the six vacancies through
co-option. This would be advertised formally once the election result had officially
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277/24

278/24

been declared. The aim would be to fill the vacancies on or soon after the Full
Council meeting in June.

To use the General Power of Competence, at least two thirds (14no.) of Town
Councillors must hold office as a result of being elected as opposed to being
co-opted. This limit had been reached so the Town Council must, at its Annual
Council Meeting, resolve to declare that it meets the relevant criteria for eligibility.

To be able to reapply for Quality Gold or Quality Level under the LCAS which expired
in November 2019, at least two thirds of the Town Councillors must hold office as a
result of being elected as opposed to being co-opted. Other criteria apply. It was felt
that the aim should be to apply for LCAS (Quality Gold) status by the end of the
2025/26 Council Year.

To participate in Council meetings and vote, Councillors must sign a Declaration of
Acceptance of Office. This must be done before, or at, the first Council meeting
unless the Council permits it to be before, or at, a later meeting fixed by the Council.

Failure to sign the Declaration would result in the seat being declared vacant and a
casual vacancy arising. In case signing could not be arranged before the first Council
meeting, it was recommended that the Town Council resolved to permit the signing
and proper witnessing of Declarations of Acceptance of Office up to, or at, the
Council meeting on 9 June 2025.

Resolved

i) That the Elections Update be noted.

ii) That the General Power of Competence be an item on the agenda for the
Annual Council Meeting.

iii) That the Town Council seeks to apply for Local Quality Status by the end of
the 2025/26 Council year.

Strategic Plan 2022-2026 Update (Minute 202/24 and others)

The ninth monitoring report and update sheet was discussed.

Resolved

That the monitoring report and update sheet be noted.

Fairtrade Corsham (Minute 284/23)

Further to Corsham being awarded Fairtrade Town status for 2023-2026 the Town

Council was asked to confirm, annually, its continuing support for Fairtrade to

support future applications for Fairtrade status.

Resolved

That the Town Council unanimously agreed to continue to promote the scheme and
would appoint representatives to the Fairtrade Corsham Group.
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279/24

280/24

281/24

Committee Preferences and Representation on Outside Bodies

The Chief Executive reminded Councillors about the process for deciding

Membership of Committees and appointing Representatives to Outside Bodies in
preparation for the Annual Council Meeting on 12 May 2025. Forms needed to be

completed and returned by 9am on Tuesday 6 May.

Resolved

The deadline for the return of Committee preferences was noted.
Issues for Corsham Area Board Consideration (Various Minutes)
No new issues were raised.

Authorisation of cheques and payments
Salaries & Payments - CTC Staff
Wiltshire Pension Fund - Pension Contributions for April

HMRC - Tax & NI for April

Methuen Hall Trust - Hire of Council Chamber and Town Hall for April
Methuen Hall Trust - Half Yearly Grant

E Krazko - Reimburse Allotment Overpayment

Wiltshire Council - Non Domestic Rates - Ladbrook Lane Cemetery
Amazon - Bin Bags, Sweets for Easter Trail, Stamp, A4 frames, Kettle
Your Wiltshire - Advertising

Milk and Tweed - IT Support and Web Hosting

Pear Technology - Technical Support, Software Updates and NP Map
WALC - Annual Subscription

Corsham Print - Ad Resize and Playground Signs

Alex Cotter - StoryTown Judging

Matthew Tett - StoryTown Planning/Celebrations

Simply Sweepers - Road Sweeping

Nestbox Co - Bird Box Kits

Travis Perkins - Materials for Cemetery, Guide Hut and Wildflower
Area, ltems for Play Equipment, Brushes, Drill Set

Royal British Legion — VE Day 80 Wreath

Alarms & Electrical (Devizes) Ltd - Guide Hut Alarm Call Out
Wiltshire Council - Free Parking First Half 2025/26

Great West Way Ltd - Leaflet Distribution

Corsham Town FC - Renewal of Advertising Board 2025/26
Prepared Media Ltd - Advertising in South West Times

Rialtas - Omega Annual Support, Making Tax Digital, Asset Annual
Support, Cloud User Fee

The Local Look - Advertising

The Helping Hand Company - Grips for Litter Pickers

Corsham Print - Volunteer Flyers Wildlife Support, Advert Resize,
Newsletter Design and Print

The Corsham Bookshop - Book Tokens for Prizes
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£32,101.66
£10,900.23

£12,014.25
£700.00
£31,725.00
£50.00
£1,896.20
£171.17
£78.00
£396.00
£414.00
£1,952.99
£120.00
£250.00
£650.00
£868.08
£372.60

£673.48
£27.50
£147.00
£46,000.00
£186.00
£298.80
£150.00

£2,802.00
£648.00

£22.97

£1,286.00
£125.00



SLCC - Allotment Webinar

WALC - Chair Webinar

Wiltshire Council - Free Parking for Taste of Corsham
Emily Randall-Jones - StoryTown Workshops

JH Jones - Gravedigging and Turf Removal

Earthcare Garden Design - New Hedge at Moxham's Final Payment

Travis Perkins - Posts and Screws

Hartham Park - Allotment Water

West Wilts Magazine - Advertising

ldeverde - Grounds Maintenance, Mowing at Park Lane and Public
Convenience Cleaning (March)

Methuen Hall Trust - Hall Hire for StoryTown Events, First Aid Course,
Peacock Arts Trail Photography, Celebrating Age Concert, Health and
Wellbeing Training, Corsham Community Club Lunch

C & C Tree Services - Guide Hut and The Batters Tree Works

Grants

Corsham Windband Association - Grant for 2025/26

The Pound Arts Trust - Grant for 2025/26

The Rise Trust/Corsham Youth Zone - First Instalment 2025/26

Cheque
Petty Cash

Charge Card

Currys Online - CCTV Cameras for Methuen Hall
Gov.uk - DBS Check

Sub total

Cheques / Internet Banking Paid Outside of Meeting
Hooke Highways Limited - Traffic Management for Works at Moxhams

Payments Made by Direct Debit/Standing Order

UK Fuels - Fuel for Work Vehicles

Hills Waste - Waste Collection and Skip Exchange
Onecom - HD Kit, IT Contract, Cloud Hosting, Dedicated Phone Line
SSE - Lighting Springfield Rec

Viking Direct - Stationery and Bin Bags

ICO - Annual Fee

Wiltshire Council - Non-Domestic Rates - Arnold House
Mainstream Digital - Line Rentals

Peninsula - Online Services

Vodaphone - Waiting for Details

SUB TOTAL

TOTAL
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£60.00
£36.00
£170.65
£300.00
£920.00

£7,736.40
£70.02

£26.51
£126.00

£4,485.60

£927.50
£19,440.00

£2,500.00
£6,000.00
£5,000.00

£168.60

£129.00
£21.50
£195,144.71

£1,801.90

£99.47
£1,506.25

£1,382.17

£129.54
£168.48
£78.00
£1,035.43
£64.80
£78.00
£177.47
£5,087.81

£200,232.52



Resolved

That the cheques and transfers be authorised for payment.

The meeting commenced at 7.00pm and closed at 7.51pm. There was one member
of the public present.

CHAIR DATE
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