Corsham

TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting held at the Town Hall on Monday 8 December 2025

Present Councillor A Brown (Chair)
Councillors S Abbott, H Belcher OBE, N Brakspear, J Brook,
J Coward, T Ellis, R Hopkinson, D Jarman, A Mackie,
G McCaffery, R Munn, N Pocock, V Steadman and A White.
In Attendance Mrs K Gilby (Head of Finance and Administration)

D Martin (Chief Executive)

In Attendance Online Councillor G Ward

195/25

196/25

197/25

198/25

199/25

200/25

Apologies

Apologies had been received from Councillor B Keeler.
Public Question Time and Petitions

There were none.

Declarations of Interest

To receive any Declaration(s) of Interest under Corsham Town Council’s Code of
Conduct issued in accordance with the Localism Act 2011.

There were none.

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 10 November 2025
Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were no matters arising.

Policing and Community Safety

The Chief Executive had recently met with Inspector Pete Foster and Sergeant
Mike Tripp to discuss local policing matters.

A representative from the Police was unable to attend the meeting but had
provided a written report which the Chief Executive shared with those present:
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201/25

During November the local policing team had been involved in National Safer
Business Action Week. This involved patrols of local shops and businesses and
engagement with workers/owners providing crime prevention advice and a visible
presence in Corsham and the surrounding area. The team was also involved with
the Remembrance Parade and Royal Visit. Officers had held knife crime
prevention talks at The Corsham School as part of Operation Sceptre (a national
policing initiative to tackle knife crime). As part of Operation Scorpion (a national
policing initiative to tackle drug crime), officers carried out a drugs warrant in
Limestone Drive. School visits and talks were also held at Corsham Primary
School and Heywood Preparatory School.

Incidents of note:

On 18 November there was a burglary at the Co-Op in the Martingate Centre.
Suspects had pulled up outside at approximately 4am and forced entry into the
store. They stole a quantity of cigarettes and alcohol. The investigation was
ongoing.

There had been several incidents of anti-social behaviour at Springfield
Community Campus. Local officers were progressing with enquiries.

Two adults had been arrested for drink/drug driving.

The police had also shared some crime comparison figures. These would be
added to the next Members’ Information Sheet.

Chair’s Announcements

On 17 November the Chair picked out the winning ticket in the WI's Poppy Quilt
raffle.

On 18 November, the Chair attended the Parking Plan Workshop at Wiltshire
Council offices in Monkton Park.

The Wishing Tree Event was held on 29 November. The Chair attended and
reported that over 100 wishes had been made. He also assisted in the judging of
the Christmas Shop Window Competition — Corsham Stationery had been chosen
as this year’s winner.

On 5 December, the Chair had assisted a local schoolgirl with the switching on of
the towns Christmas Lights.

The Chair informed those present that Pound Arts and Dorothy House had both
sent their thanks for the donations following the recent filming in the town.

The Chair reported that the Town Council had been shortlisted for NALC’s Star
Council Awards for its response to Climate Action. The winner would be
announced on 24 February 2026 at the House of Lords.

The Chair reminded those present that the second Strategic Plan Workshop would
be held on 15 December.
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The Chair highlighted to Councillors that ARK Data Centre’s planning application
on Land South of Westwells was to be considered at Wiltshire Council’s Strategic
Planning Meeting on 16 December.

The Chair reported that the Centre for Ageing Better was producing support for
town and parish councils in the form of an Age-friendly Town and Parish Guide.
Corsham’s work was featured as a case study.

The Chair reminded Councillors that if they wished to speak at meetings that they
should raise their hand and to avoid holding separate conversations which could
be a distraction.

202/25 Correspondence
i) Members Information Sheets Nos. 608 and 609 were noted.
i) Late correspondence — There was none.
203/25 Reports from Council representatives appointed to outside bodies.

Councillor A White reported that Corsham Twinning Association’s next visit from
Jargeau planned for 17-21 April 2026 may not take place until October.

204/25 Minutes of the Council (Planning) Meeting held on 19 November 2025
Resolved
That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
205/25 Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were none.

206/25 Minutes of the Property and Amenities Committee Meeting held on 12
November 2025

Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
207/25 Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were none.

208/25 Minutes of the Community Services Committee Meeting held on 26 November
2025

Resolved
That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
209/25 Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were none.
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210/25 Minutes of the Council (Planning) Meeting held on 3 December 2025

Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.

211/25 Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were none.

212/25 Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group Meeting

213/25

held on 17 November 2025
Resolved
That the minutes be noted.

Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were none.

214/25 Minutes of the Corsham Youth Council Meeting held on 24 November 2025

215/25

216/25

Resolved

That the minutes be noted.

Town of Culture 2028 (Minute CS 35/25 and MIS 609)

The Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) had announced a new UK
Town of Culture competition, aimed at small and medium-sized towns. The winning
town would receive £3.5 million to deliver a cultural programme in summer 2028.
Shortlisted towns would receive £60,000 to develop full bids. Applications would
open in the coming weeks.

Councillors considered whether Corsham should prepare an Expression of Interest
and explore a potential partnership to develop a bid. The Pound and Bath Spa
University had indicated that they would support the idea.

Wiltshire Council had offered to provide support and co-ordination of bids which
might be put forward in Wiltshire.

Councillors felt that Corsham was in a position to submit a strong bid.
Resolved

That the Town Council prepare an Expression of Interest and explore a potential
partnership to develop a bid.

Guidelines of Recording, Filming, Photographing and Broadcasting Town
Council Meetings
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The Town Council’'s Guidelines (attached) had been updated to reflect the use of
software to record meetings remotely using Artificial Intelligence, sometimes without
the users’ knowledge.

Resolved
That the updated Guidelines be approved.

217/25 Pickwick Academy Trust Consultation on Draft Admissions Policy (2027-
2028)

Pickwick Academy Trust was consulting on a proposed new Admissions Policy for
all 21 schools within the Trust. If adopted, the policy and admissions criteria would
apply from 28 February 2026 for entry in September 2027. The policy aimed to
improve consistency, ensure compliance with legal requirements and reduce
workload for school leadership teams and governors. The consultation would close
on 15 December 2025.

Resolved
That the consultation be noted.

218/25 Vacancies on Committees, Other Groups and Outside Bodies (Minute 191/25
and others)

Further to previous meetings, there were opportunities to fill the remaining
vacancies on Committees, other groups and outside bodies. Any unfilled vacancies
following this meeting could be filled at future meetings.

There were no volunteers at this meeting.

219/25 Community Awards 2026
The Community Awards Panel members would be meeting in early January to
review arrangements for the 2026 awards scheme. The awards scheme would be

launched at the end of January in the Council Newsletter with a closing date in mid-
March.

Councillors were welcome to suggest any proposed changes to the scheme for
consideration by the Panel in January.

Resolved

That Councillors contact the Head of Community Services with any suggested
changes to the scheme.

220/25 Issues for Corsham Area Board Consideration (Various Minutes)

This regular agenda item asked the Town Council to identify issues for Area Board
consideration and receive a Wiltshire Councillor update on key points covered at
Corsham Area Board meetings.

There were no new issues.
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221/25

222/25

Co-option (Minute 193/25 and others)

There were three Councillor vacancies for co-option - Corsham Ladbrook Ward
(one vacancy) and Corsham Pickwick Ward (two vacancies). Nominations to fill the

vacancies which followed the local elections had been advertised and one

nomination was received by the closing date. They wished to stand in Corsham

Ladbrook Ward. The applicant was lan Scrannage.

Resolved

That lan Scrannage be co-opted as a Town Councillor for Corsham Ladbrook Ward.

Authorisation of cheques and payments

Salaries & Payments - CTC Staff
Wiltshire Pension Fund - Pension Contributions for December
HMRC - Tax & NI for December

Methuen Hall Trust - Hire of Council Chamber and Town Hall for
November

Alarms & Electrical (Devizes) Ltd - Intruder Alarm Battery

Alpha Rod Ltd - Public Toilets CCTV Drain Survey and Jetting of
Blocked Gents Toilets

Amazon - Bags, Labels, Christmas Decorations, Chocolates, Picture
Frames, Calendars, Diaries

Annsofie Haglund-Bate - Christmas Lights Stall Refund

AT Graphics - Advertising

C.b. Window Cleaning Services Ltd - Bus Shelter Cleaning

Chew Valley Trees Ltd - Oak Trees x 2

Colin Bush Machinery Ltd - New Battery Mower and Charger, Servicing
of Various Grounds Team Equipment

(The) Community Heartbeat Trust (Solutions) - Defibrillator Pads
Cooke Automotive - Repairs to Vehicle YX13 VJE

Coppard Plant Hire Ltd - Telehandler Hire - Christmas Lights Event
Corsham Area Heritage & Information Centre - Arnold House Electricity
Corsham Patios and Fencing Ltd - Works to Sleepers at Springfield
Corsham Print - Window Stickers, Postcards

Diamond H20 Compliance Ltd - Water Hygiene Contract (1st Quarter)
E V Webb (Rock Choir) - Performance at Christmas Lights event

Fancy Entertainment and Events Ltd - Father Christmas

(The) Festive Lighting Co Ltd - Column and Wall Mounting Bracket for
Christmas Tree Decorations

G B Sport & Leisure - Resin and Wet Pour Primer, New Gates for
Skatepark

Global Media Group Services Ltd - Radio Advertising

ldverde - Grounds Maintenance Contract and Public Toilets Cleaning -
November

Jacqueline Anderson - Moving Moments Project six sessions

James Grayley Architects - Guide Hut/Arnold House Project Stages 0-1
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£33,372.86
£11,208.20

£12,662.08

£775.00
£17.58

£660.00

£386.33

£10.00
£300.00
£600.00
£235.99

£1,093.43
£77.94
£431.59
£1,050.96
£318.20
£1,932.00
£426.00
£569.40
£100.00
£456.00

£62.40

£3,866.40
£1,039.20

£4,276.19
£360.00
£2,940.00



J B Tree Services Ltd - Tree Works at Neston Triangle, Centenary
Gardens and Coppershell

J H Jones & Sons Ltd - Grave Digging

JKH Masonry Cleaning Ltd - Cleaning of War Memorial

John Williams Heating Services Ltd - Public Toilets Plumbing Works
Konica Minolta - Printing/Copying (24.08.25 - 01.10.25)

Media Clash Ltd - Advertising in Bath Life x 2

Milk & Tweed Studio Ltd - Website Support & Web Hosting - December
National Association of Local Councils (NALC) - Future Leaders
Webinar

Newsquest - Advertising Christmas Lights

Parrett Creations - Lifesize Primed White Sheep

Pear Technology Services Ltd - Character Area Maps for Design Guide
(The) Plant Kitchen - Helper Food Christmas Lights

Proludic - Zipline parts, Trampoline Cornerpieces x 2 and Belt
Rogerdean (James Creighton) - Hire of PA system, Lighting etc for
Christmas Lights event

Royal British Legion - Donation towards Refreshments at Remembrance
Parade

(The) Safe Shop - Key Safe

(The) Shingalings - Christmas Lights Performance

Simply Sweepers - Road SweepingZones 1 and 3, 4 & 5 November
S J Aplin Playgrounds Ltd - Inspection of Roundabout at Springfield
SLCC Enterprises Ltd - Practitioner's Conference

Mrs S Thomas - Refreshments - Wishing Tree Event

Travis Perkins - Topsoil, Gutter Bend, Shingle, Sand, Carabinas

Walkers Are Welcome Towns Network - Annual Membership

West Country Tree Services Ltd - Tree Works at Beechfield Nature Area
and Meriton Rec

Wiltshire Council - Digital Mansion Room Hire, Job Advert Technical
Asst

Wired Publishing Ltd - Advertising
Woods Business Services Ltd - Office Chairs x 2
Your Wiltshire - Advertising December

Grants
iID (My Space Wellbeing Group)
We Hear You

Cheque
Petty Cash - Petty Cash ltems

Charge Card
Accu Ltd - Bolts for Play Equipment
Qualsafe Ltd - Various First Aid Supplies

Sub total
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£1,860.00
£650.00
£732.00
£541.43
£162.10
£312.00
£426.00

£42.00
£331.24
£780.00
£456.00
£70.00
£1,690.24

£200.00

£250.00
£359.75
£350.00
£1,664.60
£420.00
£520.00
£94.95
£325.35

£90.00
£10,518.00

£354.00
£204.00
£797.34

£65.00

£2,000.00
£500.00

£124.76

£15.37
£138.48

£106,272.36



Cheques / Internet Banking Paid Outside of Meeting
County Washrooms Group Ltd - Deposit for Public Toilets
Refurbishment Project

Royal Mail - January Newsletter Delivery

SSE - Skatepark Lighting

Survey Monkey - Subscription Renewal

Payments Made by Direct Debit/Standing Order

Hills Waste - Waste collections, Duty of Care and Skip Exchange -
November

Mainstream Digital - Line Rental - December

Onecom Ltd - IT Managed Services Agreement, MS365, and VBUC for
November, Connectivity for October and ITMS Desk Based Build
Peninsula - HR and H and S Provision

PWLB - Loan Repayment

SGW Payroll Ltd - Payroll Processing

SSE - Springfield CCTV

UK Fuels - Fuel for Work Vehicles

Viking Office UK Ltd - Stationery

Vodaphone - Phone Services November and December

Vodaphone - Mobile Phone Charges

Water 2 Business - Water Supply for Trough at Park Place Allotments
(21.04.25 - 19.10.25)

West Mercia Energy - Electricity for Public Conveniences

West Mercia Energy - Electricity for Guide Hut (October)

SUB TOTAL

TOTAL
Resolved

That the cheques and transfers be authorised for payment.

£20,529.60
£669.90
£89.57
£408.00

£1,696.44
£64.80

£2,016.74
£460.72
£21,648.13
£58.56
£4.93
£257.24
£289.34
£356.26
£359.53

£43.54
£67.80
£138.38
£49,159.48

£155,431.84

The meeting commenced at 7.00pm and closed at 7.55pm. There was one member

of the public present at the meeting.

CHAIR DATE
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