Corsham

TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting held at the Town Hall on Monday 8 September 2025

Present Councillor A Brown (Chair)
Councillors S Abbott, N Brakspear, J Brook, J Coward,
R Hopkinson, A Mackie, R Munn, N Pocock, V Steadman
and A White

In Attendance Mrs K Gilby (Head of Finance and Administration)

Mr D Martin (Chief Executive)

ACC | Saunders (Assistant Chief Constable, Wiltshire Police)
Sgt M Tripp (Wiltshire Police)

Mr A Walton (Chair of The Pound Arts Trust)

In Attendance Online Councillor B Keeler

114/25

115/25

116/25

117125

118/25

Apologies

Apologies had been received from Councillors H Belcher OBE, T Ellis, D Jarman,
G McCaffery and G Ward.

Public Question Time and Petitions
There were none.
Declarations of Interest

To receive any Declaration(s) of Interest under Corsham Town Council’s Code of
Conduct issued in accordance with the Localism Act 2011.

There were none.

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 14 July 2025

Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were no matters arising.
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119/25 Policing and Community Safety

120/25

i)

Discussion on Policing in Corsham

Assistant Chief Constable lan Saunders was in attendance to discuss
concerns raised by the Town Council regarding the impact of the loss of
working space for the Neighbourhood Policing Team at Springfield
Community Campus. ACC Saunders explained that whilst Wiltshire Police
were under pressure to cut costs, they were committed to delivering
Neighbourhood Policing to Corsham. He felt that other than travel time to and
from Chippenham, the police offer in Corsham should not be affected. It was
suggested that current arrangements for co-operation between Wiltshire
Police and MOD Police should be put on a more formal footing to ensure that
this continued into the future. ACC Saunders agreed to investigate this and
would write to the Town Council with an update. The Town Council would
write to the Policing and Crime Commissioner Mr Williams regarding the
funding formula set by government.

The Police ebike which had been part-funded by the Town Council would be
based at Co-op. Temporary bases for our local Policing team had been
agreed with Corsham Cricket Club and Rudloe Community Centre.

Other policing and community safety issues

Sgt Tripp presented recent crime figures compared with the previous year. He
explained that whilst numbers were up slightly, this could be due to increased
reporting of incidents. Two individuals were now in prison, which would impact
on crime figures. Concerns were raised about an incident at Leafield Industrial
Estate and speeding traffic. The NPT would continue to liaise with youth
workers from The Rise Trust.

The Pound Arts Presentation and Funding Request (Minute F&A 15/25)

Adam Walton, Chair of The Pound Arts Trust, gave a presentation and answered
questions on The Pound Arts Trust and its funding position. The Trust requested
additional financial support from the Town Council in the current financial year and
beyond. The Town Council felt that The Pound Arts Centre was an important
community hub which has a huge benefit to Corsham and supported the Town
Council’s Strategic Plan objectives.

Resolved

That, in addition to previous budgeted commitments, £20,000 be awarded to
The Pound Arts Trust for the 2025/26 financial year;

That the core funding for the Pound Arts Trust for 2026/27 be increased from
£10,000 to £20,000;

That the source of the funding be delegated to the Chief Executive in
consultation with the Chair of Finance and Administration Committee.
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121/25

122/25

123/25

124/25

125/25

126/25

127/25

Chair’'s Announcements

On 18 August the Chair had attended a coffee morning at Home Instead.

On 20 August the Chair met with representatives of the Late Lord Methuen’s Trust
to discuss the National Year of Reading. The criteria were not yet known but the

Trust had indicated its overall support.

The Chair had attended the 25 anniversary of the Corsham Knitting and Crochet
Group on 4 September.

The Chair reported that the Citizens Advice Bureau’s presence at the Corsham
Foodbank had resulted in £20,000 of financial gain for those attending.

The Street Fair would be taking place on 13 September. Councillors were
encouraged to assist with the event if possible.

Correspondence

i) Members Information Sheets Nos. 602 and 603 were noted.
i) Late correspondence — There was none.

Reports from Council representatives appointed to outside bodies.
A meeting of the Corsham Railway Station Town Team had taken place on 5
September. Sarah Gibson MP had been in attendance and it was felt that the case

for a new Railway Station at Corsham remained positive.

Minutes of the Finance and Administration Committee Meeting held on 20
August 2025

Resolved
That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were none.

Minutes of the Council (Planning) Meeting held on 27 August 2025
Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.
Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were none.
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128/25

129/25

130/25

131/25

139/25

140/25

Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group Meeting
held on 3 September 2025

Resolved

That, subject to amending the date in Minute DMG 290 from 2026 to 2038, the
Minutes be approved as a true record.

Matters Arising from the above Minutes

There were none.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return for the Year Ended 31 March
2025

The Annual Governance and Accountability Return had been audited and the
Notice of Conclusion of Audit was being advertised on the Town Council’s website.
No issues or concerns had arisen.

The Chief Executive and members of the Finance and Administration Team past
and present were thanked for their hard work.

Resolved
That the Annual Governance and Accountability Return be noted.

Vacancies on Committees, Other Groups and Outside Bodies (Minute 110/25
and others)

Further to the previous meeting there were opportunities to fill the remaining
vacancies on committees, other groups and outside bodies. Any unfilled vacancies
following the meeting could be filled at future meetings.

Resolved

That Councillor J Coward joins the Property and Amenities Committee for the
remainder of the Council year.

Issues for Corsham Area Board Consideration (Various Minutes)

Further to previous meetings, this regular agenda item asked the Town Council to
identify issues for Area Board consideration and receive a Wiltshire Councillor
update on key points covered at Corsham Area Board meetings.

There were no new issues for Area Board consideration. The next Corsham Area
Board meeting would be held on 2 October at Selwyn Hall, Box.

Co-option (Minute 112/25 and others)

There were three Councillor vacancies for co-option - Corsham Ladbrook Ward
(one vacancy) and Corsham Pickwick Ward (two vacancies). Nominations to fill the
vacancies which followed the local elections had been advertised but no
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nominations were received by the closing date. The vacancies would continue to be
advertised.

Resolved

That the situation regarding the remaining vacancies be noted. Councillors would
continue to promote the vacancies.

141/25 Authorisation of cheques and payments

Accounts for Payment - Corsham Town Council - 8 September 2025
Online Banking Payments

Name Amount
Salaries & Payments - CTC Staff £34,162.92
Wiltshire Pension Fund - Pension Contributions for September £10,369.88
HMRC - Tax & NI for September £12,624.27
Methuen Hall Trust - Use of Rooms for Smaller Meetings July £674.95
and August

Alpharod - Pipe Jetting — Men’s Public Toilets £168.00
Amazon - Gazebo, Charging Adaptor, Lined Notepads, Glue £152.95
Guns.

Anywhere Deckchairs - Deckchair hire for Street Fair £780.00
(The) Brunel Shed - Corsham Court Bug Hotel and Bird, Bat and £661.00
Hedgehog Boxes

C.b Window Cleaning Services Ltd - Bus Shelter Cleaning £570.00
Cooke Automotive - Lamp replacement Isuzu Vehicle £428.88
Corsham Patios and Fencing - Fence repairs at cemetery £433.20
Corsham Print Ltd - Retail Map, Open Day Leaflets, Street Fair £1,252.00
Vinyls, Walking Maps

Corsham Tyre Service - Tyres x 2 and Puncture Repair £144.56
Council HR & Governance Support - Recruitment Service £990.00
Drain Division Ltd - Jetting and CCTV of Drains - Public Toilets £2,267.64
Emily Randall-Jones - Storytown Library Visit £100.00
G B Sport & Leisure UK Ltd - Gate parts plus installation for £1,014.48
Westwells Play Area

Idverde - Grass Cutting Park Lane, Grounds Maintenance and £4,391.39
Public Convenience Cleaning

Kingfisher Visitor Guides - Advertisement in Welcome to Bath £390.00
Guide

Konica Minolta - Printing/Copying 24.05.25 - 23.08.25 £367.07
Langley Nurseries - Plants and Compost £407.32
Leafield Environmental Ltd - Litter Bin for Pictor Close £390.00
Martin Hirst - Reimbursement of Eye Examination and Lenses £83.53
costs

MB Bells Ltd - New Cooker for Flat 1 Arnold House £424.70
Milk & Tweed Studio Ltd - Website Hosting and Support - £426.00
September

National Association of Local Councils - Training Course - £42.00
Planning
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Newsquest Media Group - Advertising
PKF Littlejohn LLP - Review of Annual Governance &
Accountability Return

Proludic Ltd - Trampoline Corner Tiles, Steps and Locking Nuts

for Play Equipment
Rogerdean (James Creighton) - PA System for Street Fair

Shire Garden Machines Ltd - Hire of Field Scythe x 4 days
Simply Sweepers - Road Sweeping 11 Aug
T & A Motors - MOT and repairs Electric Vehicle

Travis Perkins - Woodchip, Concrete, Gloves, Wipes, Materials,

Tools, Putty and Materials, Plywood, Concrete Edging, Sealant
Tudor Environmental - Rakes x 10

Ultra Warm - New Shower for Flat 1 Arnold House

V Fauset - Eye Exam and Lense Contribution

Visit West Ltd - Membership Renewal

Visit Wiltshire - Promotional Stand at Stourhead

West Country Walling - Repairs to Centenary Garden Wall
Wired Publishing Ltd - Advertising in West Wilts Magazine
Your Wiltshire - Advertising

Grants
Company for Christmas
Corsham Community Club

Corsham Twinning Association

Cheque
Petty Cash - Petty Cash Items

Charge Card

Travis Perkins - Sleeper seat for Little Play Area

123 Reg - Storytown website domain renewal for two years

St John Ambulance - Mental Health Advocate Training Course
The Purple Guide - Subscription Renewal

Sub total

Cheques / Internet Banking Paid Outside of Meeting
There are none.

Payments Made by Direct Debit/Standing Order

Hills Waste - Waste collections, Duty of Care and Skip
Exchange - August

Mainstream Digital - Line Rental

Onecom Ltd - IT Managed Services Agreement, MS365 Aug,
VBUC Aug, Connectivity July

Peninsula - HR and H and S Provision
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£601.24
£2,520.00

£958.49

£450.00
£912.00
£762.35
£308.46
£345.03

£201.00
£465.00
£95.00
£630.00
£210.00
£4,728.00
£204.00
£65.00

£750.00
£750.00

£500.00

£81.02

£111.11
£153.50
£297.60

£30.00

£89,845.54

£1,685.51

£64.80
£2,695.46

£460.72



SSE - Springfield Lighting 01/04/24 - 31/07/25

SSE - Springfield CCTV 15/07/25 - 31/07/25

UK Fuels - Fuel for Work Vehicles

Viking Office UK Ltd - Stationery

Vodaphone - Phone Services

Vodaphone - Mobile Phone Charges

West Mercia Energy - Electricity for Public Conveniences - July
West Mercia Energy - Electricity for Guide Hut - July

SUB TOTAL
TOTAL

Resolved

That the cheques and transfers be authorised for payment.

£753.90
£4.84
£254.10
£236.29
£177.47
£352.57
£62.92
£106.34

£6,854.92

£96,700.46

The meeting commenced at 7.00pm and closed at 8.38pm. There were three
members of the public present at the start of the meeting and none at the end. The
meeting was adjoined briefly during agenda item 6 whilst a fire alarm and evacuation

test was carried out.

CHAIR DATE
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