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Minutes of the Council Meeting held at the Town Hall on Monday 9 February 2026 
 
Present      Councillor A Brown (Chair) 

  Councillors S Abbott, N Brakspear, J Brook, J Coward, T Ellis,  
  D Jarman, A Mackie, R Munn, N Pocock, I Scrannage,  
  V Steadman, A White. 

 
In Attendance   Mrs K Gilby (Head of Finance and Administration) 
    D Martin (Chief Executive)  
    Sgt M Tripp (Wiltshire Police) 

 
In Attendance Online Councillor R Hopkinson   

 
240/25    Apologies 
 

Apologies had been received from Councillors H Belcher OBE, G McCaffery and 
G Ward. 

 
241/25    Public Question Time and Petitions 
 

   There were none.  
 
242/25    Declarations of Interest 
 

To receive any Declaration(s) of Interest under Corsham Town Council’s Code of 
Conduct issued in accordance with the Localism Act 2011. 

 
There were none.  

 
243/25    Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 12 January 2026 
 
     Resolved 
 

    That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair. 
 
244/25    Matters Arising from the above Minutes 
  
     There were no matters arising. 
 
245/25    Policing and Community Safety 
 

Sgt M Tripp was in attendance and gave the following report: 
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An adult male had been sentenced at court for a number of public order offences. 
The male also pleaded guilty to assaulting a police officer and breaching a 
Community Protection Notice. The charges related to a number of incidents that 
had taken place across Corsham town centre over the previous 18 months. 
 
An adult male had been convicted at court for robbery and possession of a bladed 
article. They would be sentenced in March 2026. 
 
There had been an incident of criminal damage to a motor vehicle in Lypiatt Road. 
 
Minor damage had been caused within The Corsham School grounds. 
 
A female had been arrested and charged with common assault in Pickwick Road. 
 
There had been an incident of criminal damage to a motor vehicle in Black Acre. 
 
There had been an incident of criminal damage to a motor vehicle at Corsham 
Rugby Club. 

 
A female had been assaulted by an unknown suspect at Springfield Recreation 
Ground. 
 
A male had been arrested on suspicion of drug-driving. 
 
DC K Golledge and PCSO S Redmond had been undertaking training but were 
now back on patrol. 
 
Plans for a talk on knife crime at The Corsham School had been postponed 
following an incident in Chippenham where a young man had tragically lost his life.  

 
The Neighbourhood Policing Team also shared some crime comparison figures. 
These would be added to the next Members’ Information Sheet.  

 
246/25  Chair’s Announcements 
 

The Chair thanked the representatives of Fairtrade Corsham for providing 
refreshments for Councillors prior to the meeting. 
 
On 14 January, the Chair attended a ‘Go All In’ planning session for the National 
Year of Reading with the Late Lord Methuen’s Charitable Trust (LLMCT). St 
Patrick’s School, The Corsham School and Corsham Primary School had put in 
bids for materials to enhance their reading offer. All the bids had been successful.  
 
On 15 January, the Chair attended a Chippenham, Corsham and Box Primary 
Care Network Group meeting at Springfield Community Campus to look at ways of 
promoting men’s health. A men’s health session took place every Monday, from 
7-8.30pm at the Campus. There were three potential information sessions being 
planned by the Living Well Team: one at the Bowls Club; one at Leafield 
Environmental, and one at the start of Corsham Walking Festival in June. 
 
On 19 January, the Chair attended the Comfort Café at The Pound. This was an 
initiative that had been running for a few years in Trowbridge providing a safe 
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space for neurodivergent women to meet up. It was hoped that the Comfort Café 
could run regularly at The Pound in the future. 
 
Also on 19 January, the Chair attended two digital inclusion sessions at Holton 
House and Jargeau Court, working in collaboration with care company Home 
Instead. Residents received assistance with mobile phone problems. Potential 
scams and IT awareness were also tackled.  
 
On 21 January, the Chair met with Middlewick House Open Garden 
representatives to discuss the Open Garden arrangements for 2026. 

 
Also on 21 January, the Chair attended a celebration afternoon at Holton House 
with the Community Wellbeing Officer. 

 
On 23 January, the Chair and Head of Community Services met with members of 
Wiltshire Council’s Community Sport Programme team to discuss the potential for 
running projects in Corsham. Following a successful programme run in Melksham 
last summer, it was hoped that the Us Girls initiative, a project to encourage young 
women and girls back into sport, would run in Corsham this year.  
 
On 26 January, the Chair attended the Corsham Youth Council meeting at the 
Town Hall.   
 
Also on 26 January, the Chair attended the MOD Liaison Meeting at MOD 
Corsham.  
 
On 29 January, in a Daily Telegraph article highlighting UK towns with the prettiest 
High Streets, Corsham had come fourth. Other sources (Wiltshire Times, The 
Sun) had also picked up the story.  

 
On 29 January, the Chair attended the latest Town Council Business Breakfast at 
The Pound. This had been another great event, and the Chair thanked Councillor 
D Jarman for arranging it.  
 
Also on 29 January, the Chair attended the Bath Spa Liaison Meeting held at the 
Town Hall.  

 
Also on 29 January, the Chair attended a Patient Participation Group meeting at 
The Porch. 
 
On 2 February, the Chair attended the funeral of former Councillor Mervyn 
Jackson at West Wiltshire Crematorium along with a number of former Town 
Council Chairs and the Chief Executive. 
 
The Chair reported that the X10 bus was now stopping at Wadswick Green.  

 
Looking ahead, the NALC Star Council Awards were taking place on 24 February.  
The Town Council had been nominated for its environmental work. The 
Environmental Projects Officer and Vice-Chair would be attending the ceremony.  
 
The next Area Board Meeting would take place on 5 March 2026 at Corsham 
Town Hall. 
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247/25    Correspondence  

  
i) Members Information Sheets Nos. 612 and 613 were noted.  

 
ii) Late correspondence  

 

Wiltshire Council had requested a Town Council representative to attend a 
Passenger Transport Group Meeting on 12 March. Councillor A Brown would 
attend.  

 
248/25   Reports from Council representatives appointed to outside bodies. 
 

  Councillor A White reported that Corsham Twinning Association had held a wine 
tasting evening to raise funds for the group. A visit from Jargeau was planned for 
23-27 October 2026. 

 
 Councillor D Jarman reminded those present that the next Business Breakfast 
would be held at Digital Mansion Corsham on 30 April from 8-10am. Councillors 
requested a calendar invite for this meeting.   

 
249/25    Minutes of the Community Services Committee Meeting held on 14 January 

2026 
 
     Resolved 
 
     That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair. 

 
250/25    Matters Arising from the above Minutes  
 
     There were none. 

251/25    Minutes of the Property and Amenities Committee Meeting held on 21 
January 2026 

   Resolved 

   That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair. 

252/25    Matters Arising from the above Minutes  

    There were none. 

253/25    Minutes of the Council (Planning) Meeting held on 28 January 2026  

   Resolved 

   That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair. 

254/25    Matters Arising from the above Minutes  

      There were none.  
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255/25    Minutes of the Corsham Youth Council Meeting held on 26 January 2026  

     Resolved 

     That the Minutes be noted. 

256/25    Draft Calendar of Meetings 2026/27  

The draft Calendar of Meetings was considered. It included two Councillor training   

dates, the annual site visits and regular Council-run events.  

Resolved 

That the Calendar of Meetings for 2026/27 be approved.  

257/25    Community Awards  

   The deadline for nominations for the 2026 Community Awards was 13 March. The 
scheme was being promoted. It would be helpful if Town Councillors, other than 
those on the Awards Panel, could encourage residents to nominate suitable 
candidates or complete nominations themselves. Councillors and staff were not 
eligible for an award. 

        Resolved 

    That Councillors would encourage the nomination of suitable candidates.  
 
258/25    Vacancies on Committees, Other Groups and Outside Bodies (Minute 242/25 

and others)   

  Further to previous meetings, there were opportunities to fill the remaining 
vacancies on Committees, other groups and outside bodies.  

  Resolved 

     That Councillor I Scrannage be appointed to the Community Services Committee 
for the remainder of the Council year.  

259/25    Issues for Corsham Area Board Consideration (Various Minutes)  
 

 This regular agenda item asked the Town Council to identify issues for Area Board 
consideration and receive a Wiltshire Councillor update on key points covered at 
Corsham Area Board meetings. 

  
           There were no new issues.  

 
260/25    Co-option (Minute 244/25 and others) 
 

There were three Town Councillor vacancies for co-option. Two were for the 
Corsham Pickwick Ward and one was for the Corsham Ladbrook Ward. A Notice 
of Vacancy had been advertised for the Corsham Ladbrook Ward vacancy with a 
closing date of 29 January 2026, but no election had been called.   
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     Resolved 
 
     That the situation be noted and the vacancies continue to be advertised. 

 
261/25     Authorisation of Cheques and Payments  
 

Salaries & Payments - CTC Staff  £35,982.48 

Prudential - AVC Payment Emp 72 £250.00 

Wiltshire Pension Fund - Pension Contributions for February 2026 £12,370.30 

HMRC - Tax & NI for February 2026 £13,967.22 

Methuen Hall Trust - Use of Rooms for Smaller Meetings for January £174.98 
Methuen Hall Trust - Hire of Council Chamber and Town Hall for 
January £790.00 

Abavus Ltd - 'My Council Services' Software - Annual Renewal £1,500.00 

Amazon - Blue Roll, Labelling Machine and Cartridges, Date Stamp £70.61 
Anywhere Deckchairs - Deposit and Hire re Deck Chairs for Taste of 
Corsham Event £720.00 

Ashridge Trees Ltd - Hedge Plants and Apple Tree for Meriton Rec. £220.18 

A T Graphics Ltd (Coach Tours UK) - Group Travel Website Listing £120.00 

Auditing Solutions Ltd - Interim Audit No.2 for 2025-26 (27.01.25) £630.00 
Chew Valley Trees - 34 Trees and Stakes for Beechfield, Bences Lane 
and Southerwicks £3,801.71 

Colin Bush Machinery Ltd - Hedgetrimmer Servicing £42.00 
(The) Community Heartbeat Trust (Solutions) Ltd - Annual Support 
Cost for Defibrillators  £198.00 
Coppard Plant Hire Ltd - Telehandler Hire for Removing Christmas 
Lights £507.60 

Corsham Area Heritage & Information Centre - Electricity for Arnold 
House (09.09.25 - 31.12.25) £2,240.37 

Corsham Print - Print Amendments, Winter Newsletter, Business Cards  £1,105.00 

Corsham Tasty Bites - Refreshments for Christmas Lights Event and 
Buffet for Peacock WI Lunch £308.55 

Emorsgate Seeds - Wildflower Seeds £124.80  
First Aid 4 Less (Value Products Ltd) - First Aid Supplies £54.60 

Glitterarti Face Painting - Face Painting for Summer Fete Event £280.00 

Idverde - Grounds Maintenance and Cleaning of Public Toilets (Jan) £4,276.19 
J B Tree Services - Tree works at Westwells, Katherine Park and Pictor 
Close £15,105.60 

J H Jones & Sons Ltd - Grave digging £650.00 

Konica Minolta - Printing/Copying Lease (1 Jan - 31 March) £121.18 
Local Toilet Hire - Deposits for Toilet Hire - Street Fair and Summer 
Fete £246.00 

Local Toilet Hire - For Taste of Corsham and Eco Fair £696.00 

Milk & Tweed Studio Ltd - Web Hosting and Website Support (Feb) £426.00 

My Skills for Life Ltd - Manual Handling Training x 4 Staff £160.00 

(The) Nestbox Company Ltd - Bird Boxes £372.60 

Emp 72 - Eye Examination and Lens Contribution £94.13 
Onecom - Staff Laptops x 4 including Set-Up, Minus Credit Due for 1 
day £2,480.34 



86 

 

Pear Technology Services Ltd - Mapping - Grounds Maintenance 
January 2026 Updates plus Character Area Map Changes for Design 
Guide £273.00 

Pound Arts Trading CIC - Food for Business Breakfast £125.00 

(The) Rise Trust - Youth Work - Quarter 4  £4,386.25 

Royal Mail - Spring Newsletter Distribution  £732.63 

Simply Sweepers Ltd - Road Sweeping (5 & 6 Jan) £1,641.11 

SLCC - Renewal of Annual Membership £595.00 

SLCC Enterprises - NPPF Webinar £70.20 

Total Guide To Ltd - Advertising £240.00 

Travis Perkins - Ear Plugs, Bulk Bag, Gloves, Shovel, Timber, 
Expanding Foam, Wipes £90.30 

Tudor Environmental - Secateurs £58.68 

Visit Wiltshire - Advertising in Travel Trade Guide £84.00 

Wiltshire Council - Hire of Sports Hall at Springfield Campus (30 Dec) £172.80 

Woods Business Services - Black Refuse Sacks £275.88 

Your Wiltshire - February Advert £65.00 

  

Grants  
Music and Motherhood - Grant to support Group Music Therapy 
Sessions £2,000.00 

  

Cheque  
Petty Cash - Petty Cash Items £115.91 

  

Charge Card   
No statement received  

  

Sub total £111,012.20 

  
Cheques/Internet Banking Paid Outside of Meeting  
West Country Walling - Yew Hedging  £5,054.40 

  

Payments Made by Direct Debit/Standing Order  
Hills Waste - Waste collections, Duty of Care Charge, Skip Exchanges  £2,589.42 

Mainstream Digital - Line Rental  £64.80 

Onecom Ltd - IT Managed Services Agreement, MS365 (Jan), VBUC 
(Jan), Connectivity (Dec), Cable Tidy and Server Disconnection £2,885.96 

SGW Payroll Ltd - Payroll Processing x2 £119.04 

UK Fuels - Fuel for Work Vehicles  £216.46 
United Kingdom Debt Management Office - Loan Repayment 
(Cemetery) £3,709.94 

Viking Office UK Ltd - Stationery, Keyboard £123.47 

Vodaphone - Phone Services £177.47 

Vodaphone - Mobile Phone Charges £352.57 

West Mercia Energy - Electricity for Public Conveniences (Dec) £63.39 

West Mercia Energy - Electricity for Guide Hut (Nov and Dec) £83.57 
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SUB TOTAL £15,440.49 

  

TOTAL £126,452.69 
 

      Resolved 
 
      That the cheques and transfers be authorised for payment. 

 
The meeting commenced at 7.00pm and closed at 7.52pm. There were three 
members of the public present at the meeting.  

 
 

 _______________________         _________________ 

                CHAIR             DATE 


