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Minutes of the Council Meeting held at the Town Hall on Monday 9 March 2026 
 
Present      Councillor A Brown (Chair) 

  Councillors S Abbott, H Belcher OBE, N Brakspear, J Brook,  
  J Coward, T Ellis, R Hopkinson, D Jarman, A Mackie,  

  G McCaffery, R Munn, N Pocock, I Scrannage, V Steadman, 
  G Ward 

 
In Attendance   Mrs K Gilby (Head of Finance and Administration) 
    D Martin (Chief Executive)  
    DC K Golledge (Wiltshire Police) 

 
In Attendance Online Councillor A White.  

 
262/25    Apologies 
 

No apologies had been received for this meeting.  
 
263/25    Public Question Time and Petitions 
 

   There were none.  
 
264/25    Declarations of Interest 
 

To receive any Declaration(s) of Interest under Corsham Town Council’s Code of 
Conduct issued in accordance with the Localism Act 2011. 

 
There were none.  

 
265/25    Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 9 February 2026 
 
     Resolved 
 

    That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair. 
 
266/25    Matters Arising from the above Minutes 
  
     There were no matters arising. 
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267/25    Policing and Community Safety 
 

DC K Golledge was in attendance and gave the following report on behalf of 
Sergeant M Tripp: 
 
On 13 February 2026 the Neighbourhood Policing Team visited St Patrick’s 
School to give Stay Safe Online classroom lessons. 
 
On 24 February a community drop-in event was held in the Martingate Centre. 

 
On 4 March PSCO Redmond gave a County Lines and drug awareness talk to 
pupils at The Corsham School.  
 
Recent incidents of note included: 
 
Two males had been arrested for possession of a controlled Class A drug. 
 
There had been a theft of goods to the value of £500 from Co-Op. The 
investigation into this was ongoing.  
 
A mobile phone had been stolen. The youth responsible had been identified and 
had subsequently paid for the phone.  
 
There had been a report of anti-social behaviour by youths inside the Springfield 
Community Campus. 
 
An adult male had been sentenced at court for a number of public order offences.  

 
The Neighbourhood Policing Team also shared some crime comparison figures. 
These would be added to the next Members’ Information Sheet.  

 
268/25  Chair’s Announcements 
 

On 10 February the Chair attended an information visit to the Wiltshire and Bath 
Air Ambulance Base with other Councillors and Officers. 
 
On 12 February the Chair attended the first Town of Culture stakeholder meeting. 
 
On 24 February Councillors T Ellis and G McCaffery and the Environmental 
Project Officer attended the NALC Star Council Awards Ceremony at the House 
of Lords, as Corsham had been shortlisted for the Climate Response of the Year 
Award. The Chair was delighted to announce that the Town Council had won the 
award and expressed his thanks to Garry Ford, Environmental Project Officer, 
and other members of the team and volunteers for their hard work. 
 
On 3 March the Chair attended the first Men’s Health event at Corsham Bowls 
Club. 
 
On 5 March the Chair attended the Wiltshire Council Area Board meeting at the 
Town Hall.   
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On 7 March the Chair attended the Corsham Creative Market at Springfield 
Campus to encourage visitors and stallholders to complete the Town of Culture 
Survey. 
 
On 10 March the Chair attended the online Sports Forum.  
 
The Chair advised Councillors that, on 28 March S Gibson MP would be officially 
opening the Park Lane Community Garden. 
 
On 30 March the Chair would be meeting with the Living Well Team to review the 
Men’s Health presentation given at the Bowls Club and make changes if 
necessary. 

 
269/25    Correspondence  

  
i) Members Information Sheets Nos. 614 and 615 were noted.  

 
ii) Late correspondence - There was none.  

 
270/25   Reports from Council representatives appointed to outside bodies. 
 

  Councillor D Jarman was working with students from the University of Bristol. The 
students were requesting interviews with Councillors on Friday 13 March. 
Councillor Jarman would email details to all Councillors. 

 
 Councillor A Brown had visited Corsham Youth Zone and spoken to the Senior 
Youth Worker. Attendance remained high with over 40 young people attending on 
a Friday night and up to 25 visiting the Blue Bus on a Wednesday.  

 
Councillor G McCaffery reported that although there had not been a WALC 
meeting, discussions had taken place about the creation of new parishes. WALC 
was also planning to hold a Highways Conference.  

 
271/25    Minutes of the Council (Planning) Meeting held on 18 February 2026 
 
     Resolved 
 
     That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair. 

 
272/25    Matters Arising from the above Minutes  
 

PL 123/25 Wiltshire Council Local Plan Update - Councillor H Belcher updated 
Councillors on the position with the Local Plan Examination. The Inspectors had 
set out two options for Wiltshire Council, to either (i) withdraw the Local Plan from 
examination or (ii) request that the Inspectors draft a final report (which would 
recommend non-adoption). If Wiltshire Council accepted the Inspectors’ 
recommendation, work on a new Plan would need to start as soon as possible and 
would be subject to the changes in the new National Planning Policy Framework 
which required much higher housing numbers.  
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273/25    Minutes of the Finance and Administration Committee Meeting held on        
25 February 2026  

   Resolved 

   That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair. 

274/25    Matters Arising from the above Minutes  

      There were none. 

275/25    Minutes of the Strategic Planning Working Group Meeting held on               
12 February 2026  

   Resolved 

   That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chair. 

276/25    Matters Arising from the above Minutes  

      There were none.  

277/25    Minutes of the Corsham Railway Station Town Team Meeting held on           

20 February 2026  

     Resolved 

     That the Minutes be noted. 

278/25    Matters Arising from the above Minutes  

 Minute TT 151 – Securing a New Rail Station for Corsham – It was reported that  
S Gibson MP and Councillor H Belcher had a meeting scheduled with the Director 
of Planning at Wiltshire Council week commencing 16 March 2026.  

279/25    Minutes of the Corsham Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group 

Meeting held on 23 February 2026  

  Resolved 

   That the Minutes be noted. 

280/25    Matters Arising from the above Minutes  

Minute DMG 325 Draft Neighbourhood Plan – It was reported that since the 
Group’s meeting, The Corsham School liaison meeting had taken place. The 
School did not feel that it would be adversely impacted by the planning approval 
for housing on Land North of Bath Road, due to other demographic changes. This 
may mean reviewing the draft policy wording about school capacity.  

281/25   Review of Investment Strategy  

The Town Council was asked to undertake the annual review of its Investment 
Strategy for the new financial year. A copy of the Strategy and Policy had been 
circulated. 
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Resolved 
 

That the Investment Strategy be approved and kept under review.   
 

282/25   Annual Review of Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Terms of 

Reference (Minute F&A 47/25)  

At the Finance and Administration Committee meeting on 25 February 2026, it 
was reported that the annual review had been completed. There were no 
amendments since the documents were last updated in July 2025.  

Resolved 

That the Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Terms of Reference be 

approved.  

283/25   Draft Strategic Plan 2026-2030 (Minute SP 05/25)  

   Further to previous Council meetings, workshops and the Strategic Planning 
Working Group meeting on 12 February 2026, the draft Strategic Plan 2026-2030 
and RAG report were considered. There had been a few amendments, including 
specific mention of Corsham Railway Station and the emerging Corsham 
Neighbourhood Plan in the RAG report.  

   Resolved  

   That the Draft Strategic Plan be approved for consultation.  

284/25    Issues for Corsham Area Board Consideration (Various Minutes)  
 

 This regular agenda item asked the Town Council to identify issues for Area Board 
consideration and receive a Wiltshire Councillor update on key points covered at 
Corsham Area Board meetings. 

  
           There were no new issues.  

 
285/25    Co-option (Minute 244/25 and others)  
 
  There were three Town Councillor vacancies for co-option. Two were for the 

Corsham Pickwick Ward and one was for the Corsham Ladbrook Ward. One 
application for co-option had been received. The applicant was Patricia Freestone 
who wished to stand in Corsham Ladbrook Ward.  

 
     Resolved 
 

i) That Patricia Freestone be co-opted as a Councillor for Corsham Ladbrook 
Ward.  

 
ii) That the remaining vacancies would continue to be advertised.  
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286/25     Authorisation of Cheques and Payments  
 

Salaries and Payments - CTC Staff for March £34,849.55 

Prudential - AVC Payment Emp 72 £250.00 

Wiltshire Pension Fund - Pension Contributions for March £11,730.54 

HMRC - Tax & NI for March £13,406.10 

Methuen Hall Trust - Hire of Council Chamber and Town Hall for 
February 

£685.00 

Methuen Hall Trust - Use of Rooms for Smaller Meetings for February £390.00 

Alpha Rod Ltd - Silicate Patch Liner for Public Toilets £540.00 

Amazon - Cardboard Ballot Boxes, Van Seat Covers, Magazine Files, 
Sweets for Easter Trail, Recyclable Cups 

£140.23 

A T Graphics Ltd (Coach Tours UK) - Advertising and Editorial  £240.00 

C.b Window Cleaning Services Ltd - Bus Shelter Cleaning £600.00 

Chew Valley Trees - Apple Trees for Katherine Park £389.77 

Corsham & Box Matters - Advertising for period 01/04/26 - 31/03/27 £300.00 

Corsham Hardware - Tree Loppers, Secateurs and Spades £323.88 

Corsham Print - Advert Resizing x 2, Map Pads, Parkour Signs £384.00 

Corsham Walking Festival - Heritage Trails Project Reprint Contribution £500.00 

Crossman Ecology (Alex Crossman Environmental Consulting) - Bat 
Survey for Arnold House 

£1,500.00 

Diamond H20 Compliance Ltd - Water Hygiene Contract Works 
(01/03/26 – 31/05/26) 

£569.40 

DLP Planning Ltd - Neighbourhood Plan NDHA & LGS Stage 3 Works £1,704.00 

DLP Planning Ltd - Draft Neighbourhood Plan Review (Final fees) £1,684.98 

Eibe Play Ltd - Pendulum Seat for Play Equipment £220.80  
Tina Ellis - Travel Expenses to London for NALC Awards £169.60 

First Aid 4 Less (Value Products) - First Aid Supplies £68.93 

Great West Way - Year 3 Membership from 01/04/26 £2,440.80 

Greenwood Projects Ltd - Quantity Surveying - Arnold House Project £3,300.00 

GTW Media Ltd (Group Travel World) - Advertising  £330.00 

Inclusive Intergenerational Dance - Age Without Limits Day £885.00 

J B Tree Services Ltd - Tree Works at South Avenue and Bences Lane £6,960.00 

J H Jones & Sons Ltd - Grave Digging £580.00 

Milk & Tweed Studio Ltd - Website Hosting and Support (March) £426.00  
My Skills for Life Ltd - Medical Cover for Eco Fair and Taste of 
Corsham Events 

£745.00 

(The) Pound Arts Trust Ltd - National Year of Reading Book Nook £1,000.00 

Screwfix - Safety Boots and Mould Cleaner £69.93 

Simply Sweepers Ltd - Road Sweeping Zone 1 (5 Feb), Zone 2 (9 Feb) £1,610.14 

SRD Portable Appliance Testing - PAT Testing  £48.40 

Travis Perkins - Plywood, Decorating Materials, Ventilator Flyscreen, 
Wipes and Sandpaper 

£139.83 

Ultra Warm Ltd - Boiler Service and Gas Safety Certificate for Flat 1 
Arnold House 

£180.00 

Visit Wiltshire - Travel Trade Group Membership for period 01/04/26 - 
31/03/27 

£372.00 

Wicksteed Leisure Ltd - Seat & Fixings for Play Equipment £75.91 
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Wiltshire Council - Bus Stop Markings at Freestone Way £375.00 

Wired Publishing - Advertising in The West Wilts Magazine for March £129.60 

Wireless CCTV Ltd - CCTV Service Bundle for 5 years £3,780.00 

Woods Business Services - Storage Unit and Office Chair £939.12 

Your Wiltshire - Advertising  £65.00 

Grants 
 

Corsham Climate Action £300.00 

Wessex MS Therapy Centre £750.00 

Cheque 
 

Petty Cash - Petty Cash Items £84.35 

Charge Card  
 

Trainline - Train Travel to London (12 March) (VF attending 
Conference) 

£79.07 

Greenway Training - Woodchipper Course £300.00 

Chemodex Ltd - Graffitti Remover £43.02 

The Workplace Depot - Foam Protector for Fireplace in old Council 
Chamber 

£87.66 

Power Tools Direct - Pruning Saws x 2 £55.24 

RHS Plants (Crocus.co.uk) - Plants for Long Stay Car Park £392.82 

Sub total £97,190.67   

Cheques/Internet Banking Paid Outside of Meeting 
 

(The) Community Heartbeat Trust - Electrodes for Defibrillator at Bowls 
Club 

£50.95 

County Washrooms Group Ltd - Public Toilets Refurbishment £23,088.00 

Rawlins Paints - Paint for Flat 1, Arnold House £114.03 

Payments Made by Direct Debit/Standing Order 
 

Hills Waste - Waste collections, Duty of Care and Skip Exchanges 
(Feb) 

£2,217.47 

Hills Waste - Skip for Public Toilets Refurbishment £408.00  
Mainstream Digital - Line Rental, Notice Period and Termination of 
Contract 

449.95 

Onecom Ltd - IT Managed Services Agreement (Feb), MS365 (Feb), 
VBUC (Feb), Connectivity (Jan) 

£1,343.66 

Peninsula - HR and H and S Provision February and March £921.44 

UK Fuels - Fuel for Work Vehicles  £311.30 

Viking Office UK Ltd - Stationery £150.04 

Vodaphone - Phone Services (Feb & March) £354.94 

Vodaphone - Mobile Phone Charges £357.87 

West Mercia Energy - Electricity for Public Toilets (Jan) £70.82 

West Mercia Energy - Electricity for Guide Hut (Jan) £114.23 

Sub total £29,952.70   

TOTAL £127,143.37 

 
       Resolved 

 
      That the cheques and transfers be authorised for payment. 
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The meeting commenced at 7.00pm and closed at 8.04pm. There were no 
members of the public present at the meeting.  

 
 

 _______________________         _________________ 

                CHAIR             DATE 


